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INTRODUCTION- 



X HE difficulty and importance of a pub- 
lic ftarion is fufficlent to animate the ezer^ 
doQ of great abilities. It is no imall tri- 
bute of public praife to admit that Mr. 
Dtmdas has comtnned in one a£k of Pkrlia^ 
ment the interefts of Great Britain and 
cxf the £aft-India Company, and that the 
proiperi^ of Grti^ Britain and of Briti/b 
ImCa is attainable by the judicious applies- 
don of Its powers. 

Credit may be given to Mr. Francis when 
he fays, '^ that he would abandon the 
** fuljed of Luiia for ever, if be could, 
^* but that he will not confult his eafe at 
** the expence of his honour*/* When 
he proceeds to fay that Mn DunJas^s prin- 
ciples and declai^^tilpns, though barren and 
unproduAive in his hands, will not be 

* Mr. Francis Speech, April a3# I793f and Par> 
l iamfarafy Debates. Dehrett. 
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ufelefs in his own *, it becomes neceflary 
for thofe who diffent from any part of the 
prefcnt fyftem, to examine the foundations 
of Mr. Francis^ plans, and the extent of 
the meafures which his honour urges him 
to inculcate, and which he has fo fuccefs- 
fully difFufed among the moft eminent men 
of this country^ and continues to promul- 
gate +. The revenue regulations of Tippoo 
Sultaun appeared conclufive both againft 
Mn Francis and Sir John Shore's revenue 
plans; from fentiments of humanity, 
which had been awaked during the exer- 
cife of a delegated truft, and were not 
ftifled, after the duty had ceafed, I had 
fent a copy of that work to the prefs, that 
it might be known,. when I read the fol- 
lowing article in the Morning Chronicle of 
the 1 8th of July, 1793 : 

♦ Mr. Francis' Speech, 23d April, 1793, and Par- 
liamentary Debates. 'Debrett, 

t Vide Original Minutes, &c. 1776. Debrcft, 1782. 
— Heads of Mr. Francis* Speech, 23d April, 1792. 
Debrett, — Letter from Mr. Fransis to Lord North , 
1776, Debrett, 1793. — And in all the Rcglfters, &c. 
and Debates on India affairs. 
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We are happy in being able to fiate 
to the public, that the humane and rational 
principle for which Mr. Francis has for 
years contended, in behalf of the natives 
of Ituiiaj namely, that the ruling power, 
let its title to the dominion be what it 
would, neither was, nor could be, propri- 
etor of the foil, is now eftablilhed by 
fuch dired: pofitive evidence, as it is not 
in the power of rapacity itfelf to contro- 
vert, though fupported as it has been by 
ibphiilry, fraud, and falfehood. It is a fcan- 
dal to the name of Britain that fuch a 
queftion (hould have been permitted to 
fubfift ; but it is how at laft decided ; and 
if the pretended reprefentatives of a fociety 
of merchants fhould ftill continue to grafp 
the entire rents of the country, in their 
afiunaed charafter of proprietors of the 
lands, they muft do it now by avowed and 
barefaced violence. AH their other titles 
to plunder India are annihilated by evi- 
dence, as they ought to have been long 
fince by reafbn, policy, and juftice. We 
have taken the following curious docu- 
ment from the Supplement to the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 27th of December, 

62 



1792, and wc give it to our readers not 
only as a proof of the learning and bene- 
volence of the excellent author, but of the 
praftical utility of the learning and talents 
of ftudious men, when applied, as they 
have been unifornaly by Sir WUliam Jones^ 
to the benefit of mankind." 
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^* The importance of tbefulyeBitfelf^ mdibe 
reffiSl due to the learned author, render It 
unneceffary to apologl%e for publijinng the 
following Extra£f from the Preface to the 
A\ Sirajiyyah, lately puhlijhed by Sir Wil- 
liam Jones.'' 

" Unlefs I am greatly deceived, the 
work now prefented to the public, decides 
the queftion which has been ftarted, w.6^- 
ther by the Moghul conjlitution, the fovereign 
be not the file proprietor of all the land in 
his empire, 'which he or his predecejbrs have 
not grants to a fuiyeii and his heirs ; for 
nothing can be more certain, than that 
land, rents, and gaods are, in the language 
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of all Mabcmedan lawyers^ property 
alienable and inheritable ; and fo far is the 
fbvereign from having any right of property 
in the goods or lands of his people, that 
even efcheats are never appropriated to his 
ufe, but fall into a fund for the relief of 
the poor. Sharif cxpreffLy mentions folds 
and houfes as inheritable and alienable pro- 
perty: he fays, that a houfe, on which 
there is a lien, (hall not be fold to defray 
even funeral expences, and that if a man 
dig a well in his own fields and another man 
perifh by fidling into it, he incurs no 
guilt ; but, if he had trefpaflfed on the field 
of another tnan^ and had been the occafion 
of 4eath, he muft pay the price of blood ; 
that buildings and trees pafs by a fale of 
landj though not converfely; and he al- 
ways expreiles what we call property by 
an emphatical word implying dominion. 
Such dominion^ fays he, may be acquired 
by the aft of parties ^ as in the cafe of con- 
traSlSj ovy by the aft of law, as in the 
cafe of defcent ; and, having obferved, that 
freedom is the civil exifience and life of a many 
hvAfiavery his death and annihilation^ he 
adds, becaufe freedom efiablifhes bis right of 
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property^ which chiefly dijlinguijhes man from 
other animals^ and from things inanimate ; fb 
that he would have confidered fubjeSls 
without property (which, as he fays in ano- 
ther place, comprifes every thing that a man 
may fell, or give, or leave for his heirs) as 
mere flaves without civil life : yet Sharif 
was beloved and rewarded by the very con- 
queror from whom the imperial houfe of 
Delhi boafted of their defcent. The Koran 
allots to certain kindred of the deceafed 
fpecific fhares of what he left^ without a 
fyllable in the book that intimates a fhade 
of diftinftions between realty and perfo- 
nalty; there is therefore no diftindlion, 
for interpreters muft make none, where 
the law has not diftinguifhed : as to Ma- 
homed^ he fays in pofitive words, that if 
a man leave either property or rights^ they 
go to his 'heirs ; and Sharif adds, that an 
heir fucceeds to his ancejlor^s efiate with 'an 
abfolute right of ownerfhipy right of pojefflon^ 
and power of alienation. Now I am fully 
perfuaded that no Mujfulman Prince, in any 
age or country, would have harboured a 
thought of controverting thefe authorities. 
Had the doftrine lately broached been fug- 
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gcfted to the ferocious, but politic and 
religious Omar^ he would, in his beft 
mood, have' afked his counfellor fternly, 
whether he imagined himfelf wifer than 
God and his -Prophet, and, in one of his 
pailionate fallies, would have fpurned him 
as a blafphemer from his prefence, had he* 
been even his deareft friend or his ableft 
general : the placid and benevolent /f// 
would have given a harfh rebuke to fuch 
an advifer ; and Jlurungzebe himfelf, the 
bloodiefl of afiaflins and the moil avaricious 
of men, would not have adopted and pro- 
claimed fuch an opinion, whatever his 
courtiers and ilaves might have faid, in 
their zeal to aggrandize their mafter, to a 
foreign phyfician and philofopher, who too 
haftily believed them, and afcribed to fuch 
a fyftem all the defolation of whicli he had 
been a witnefs. Conqucft could have 
made no difference ; for, either the law of 
the conquering nation was eflablifhed in 
Indtay or that of the conquered was fuf- 
fered to remain : if the tirft, the Koran 
and the di6la of Mahomed were fountains, 
too facred to be violated, both of public 
and private law ; if the fecond, there is 
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9X1 end of the debate ; for the old Hindoos 
moft afTuredly were abfolute Proprietors of 
their land, though they called their fove- 
reigns Lords of the Earth ; as they gave 
the title of Gods on Earth to the Brdbmm, 
whom they punifhed, neverthelefs, for 
theft with all due feverity. Should it be 
urged, that, although an^ Indian prince 
may have no right, in his executive capa* 
city, to the land of his fubjeds, yet, a$ 
the fole legiflative power, he is above con* 
troul ; I anfwer firmly, that Indian prin- 
ces never had, nor pretended to have, an 
unlimited legiflative authority, but were 
always under the controul of laws believed 
to be divine, with which they never clai- 
med any power of difpenfing.** 

" I am happy in an opportunity of ad* 
vancing thefe arguments againfl: a doftrine 
which I think unjufl, unfounded, and big 
with ruin ; for in the courfe of nine years, 
I have feen enough of thefe provinces and 
their inhabitants, to be convinced, 'that, if 
we hope to make our government a blelfing 
to them and a durable benefit to ourfelves, 
we muft realize our hope, not by wring- 
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ing for the prefent the largtft poffihlc re- 
▼eoue from our Afiatic fubje^^ but by 
taking no more of their wealth than the 
public ezigoicies, and their own fecurity, 
may a^hiaUy require ; not by diminiihing 
the hterefi^ which landlords muft naturally 
take in their own/oil^ but by augmenting 
it to the utmofty and giving them aflii-* 
ranee that it will defcend to their heirs : 
when their laws of property, which they 
litcfally hold facred^ fhall in pra&ice be 
iecured to them ; when the land-tax ihall 
be {o moderate that they cannot have a 
coloured pretence to rack their tenants, 
and when they fhall have had a well- 
grounded confidence, that the proportion 
of it will never be raifed, except for a time 
on ibme great emergence, which mny en- 
danger all they.poflefs; when either the 
performance of every l^al contra^ ihall 
be enforced^ or certain and adequate com* 
pension be given for the breach of it; 
when no wrong ihall remain unredrefled, 
and when redrefs ihall be obtained at little 
expeace, and with all the fpeed that may 
be confident with neceflary deliberation; 
then will the population and refburces of 
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Bengal and Bahar continually increafej and 
our nation will have the glory of conferring 
happinefs on confiderably more than twen- 
ty-four millions (which is, at leaft, the 
prelent number) of their native inhabi- 
tants, whofe cheerful induftry will enrich 
their benefadorg, and whofe firm attach- 
ment will fecure the permanence of our 
dominion.*' 

Among the various literary obliga- 
tions we owe to Sir William Jones^ I had 
reckoned the evidence in Sacontala of 
the antiquity of the corn ^renty ftated 
in the jiyeen Akberry^ to have been the 
cuftom of Bengal^ gracioufly continued 
by the Emperor to his Hindoo fubjefls. 
When I heard that Sir William had com- 
mented on the revenue fyftem of Bengal^ 
in 1 792, 1 flattered myfelf that we (hould, 
on his authority, know whether the defi- 
nition of Zemindar +, or Colledior . of the 
Royal or Jageer Lands j is correct ? 

* jfj^een Akberry^ Vol. !• p. 347, and ibid. VoL 
II. Soubah Bengal and Bahar. 
t Jyem Aihcrry^ Vol. I. p. 372. 
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Whether Crown lands^ annexed to offices 
civil or military, with fervices fpecified in 
the Sutmudsj were in the Moghul fyftem, 
or ought to be, in jufticc and policy, more 
dependant on the Sovereign, than cultivated 
lands held by the Reyut^ with rent or tri- 
bute fpecified in the Potiahj or heritable 
kafe of the cultivator of the foil? 

Whether Sunnudsj or written commif- 
iiqns, grants, or leafes in India^ can be 
diAinguifhed without infpedting them, any 
more than a freehold, copyhold, or annual 
leafe can in Europe be diflinguifhed with- 
out perufing the leafe ? 

Whether reference to a public regifter, 
as in the regifter counties of England^ 
would not in India be lefs vexatious than 
to abolilh the public regifter, and refer ti- 
tles to fuits in a modern court Dewannee 
Adaulet ? 

In fliort, whether Sir John Shore^s (et- 
tlement is preferable to Mr. Granfs pro- 
pofed imitation of a fixed rule, adual mea- 



furcment, valuation, and equal afleflment, 
to the Moghul fyftem ? 

« 

I was chagrined to find, on Sir William 
Jones'^ authority, that reference to addi- 
tional Mabomedan authority is yet necef- 
fary to decide whether any fpecies of pro- 
perty was compatible with the Koranx and 
to read the refult of nine years obfervations 
of Brttljh management, comprifcd in a 
few ethical fentences, which all modern 

» 

difputants will adopt, for they all profefs 
ethics, though every pradical experiment 
has produced injuftice and extortion. 

When I faw this extract at once con- 
founded with Mr. Francis's fyftem, I felt 
that I might be confounded with the advo- 
cates of lawlefs rapine ; and I determined, 
after a part of the Myforean Regulations 
were printed off, to diftinguilh the princi- 
ples of different periods ; this late decifion 
increafed the defedls to a carelefs arrange- 
ment ; if it fhall be intelligible, my objeft 
will be, perhaps, better anfwered than if 
I had gone out of my own room to feek 
information, or to advife even with a fingle 



C ^" 1 

perfon* What I ftate is from recolledlioft 
of pafl: meafares^ and from materials which 
I had coUeded for my private information ; 
and what I communicate from my private 
correfpondence will not be biailed by par- 
tiality to private friends, nor to particular 
admkiiftrations. A degree of amour propre 
inclined me not to affix my name to fo im^ 
perfect: a publication ; if it fhall be known, 
it will be very unimportant. Having ne- 
ver entered into covenants with the Com- 
pany, nor at any time fhared its interefts 
as a proprietor of India flock, and having 
never been in India ^ it may be enquired 
why I take this trouble. My anfwer is 
ihort ; I have followed the progreis of 
friends through every part of India ; my 
mind often hangs over the honourable 
graves of much-lamented friends in India ; 
I enjoy the fociety of others, who have 
returned with honour to Great Britain i 
and others yet remain in India whom I re- 
fpe£i; and value. I do not publifh for 
them ; I have reckoned life well fpent, 
when it founded the bare hope of deferving 
friendihip ; and I do not reckon it a facri- 
iice to devote a few hours in the hope of 
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contributing to the prote6lion of oulUons 
of fellow fubjefts, who will never be con- 
icious of my exiftence. My motive in all 
event muft be my apology; arid without 
farther preface, I (hall examine the aft 
curfbrily as to its general principles of 
conneding Great Britain with Britijh India 
in the Introduction, and then proceed to 
confider the internal management of Bri^ 
tijb India^ under Mahomedan and Britijh 
conquerors, and to deduce a plan for Britijh 
fndia^ conne£led with the principles of the 
aft of the laft feffion of Parliament. 
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Principles of the jiB for fettling the Govern- 
ment and ^raie e^/Britifli India, 1 793* 



JL H £ Parliament of Great Britain^ in 
the laft feffion, has granted a period of 
twenty years, from the i ft of March, 
1 794 ; during which it may be expefted, 
• that the profperity of Great Britain and 
Briitflo India will arife from the juftice, 
wifdora, and moderation of Great Britain^ 
in fettling the rule of permanent connec- 
tion with its diftant, but invaluable, pro- 
vinces. In the aft of 1793, we muft 
look for the powers vefted in Commiffio- 
ners in belialf of the State ; and in the 
Company, under its double defcription, 
managers of a limited exclufive commerce, 
refponfible to the Proprietors ; and agents 
for the management of the landed revenues 
of the State, refponfible to the Minifters 



of the Crown, and to the Parliament of 
Great Britain. 

It may fuit fome politicians to confider 
this aft as the novelty which Mr. Dundas 
announced to Parliament when he ftatcd* 
*^ that the difHculties he had experienced 
^^ had arifen not only from the magnitude 
** and importance of the fubjedt, but from 
** thcj^jiem which he was to propofe be- 
•* ing in oppofition to eftablifhed theories 
^^ in government and in commerce. Thefe 
'* theories, he admitted, were juft and 
«* applicable to other cafes, and yet he 
** found it dangerous to liften to them 
** when he was devifing a plan of govern- 
«* ment and a fyftem of trade for Britijb 
" InHia^^ Others may incline to fay with 
Mr. Francis^ ** by one general prelimi- 
nary declaration I mean to include al« 
moft the whole of what the Right Ho* 
nourable Gentleman has Oiated, namely, 
** that the meafure he propofes, the prin- 
*^ ciples he maintains, the fads he afierts, 

^ Speech of the Right Hon. H. Dundas, April 
231 1793. Reprinted ia Farliamentary Debates^ 
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and the arguments with which be fup^ 
ports his proportions, appear to me to 
{land in direft opposition to truth, to 
reaibn, to policy, to experience, and to 
^' juftice; and to be dangerous in their 
*^ application and effeSt^ as they are falfe 
^^ and abfurd in their conception. I do 
" not apply this language to the Right 
** Honourable Gentleman, but to the 
^' monflrous fcheme he recommends, and 
the aftonilhing reafons he affigns for it *•'* 



<c 



A gentleman, defervedly efteemed in the 
philofbphical and literary world, with great 
labour and ability, had compiled for the 
information of the Board of Controul, an 
Abftraft of the Plans for Britilh India, 
which Mr. Dundas^ with great liberality, 
permitted to be publiflied, in addition to 
his annual report of the revenues and 
charges of India^ and of the trade of the 
Eaft-India Company. The avowal of thele 
data removes " the veil from the arcana of 
*' Indian politics ;" it would therefore be 

* Heads of Mr. Francis* , Speech in Reply to 
Mr. Duadas, April 23. Dthrctu 1793* 
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an ill retutn to cavil and pervert this faci- 
lity of examination and comment to any 
other purpofe than fupplemcntal obferva- 
tions, tending to facilitate the meafures of 
Government, by pointing out exifting er- 
ror, and by iuggefting prafticable remedy ; 
an attentive perufal of the a£l will diveft 
it from preterifions to paradoxical novel- 
ty, and will pirotefl: it from fweeping in- 
vedtive. 

1. The a^l vefts in the State its right to 

Sovereignty over the territorial pofleflions 

in India, and in the Minifters of the Crown 
ample power of fuperintending or con- 

troling all matters of a financial, civil, or 

military nature. 

« 

2. It preferves the Trade to the Com- 
^pany in all its branches, and admits of a 
limited participation of trade to His Ma- 
jefty's fubjefts, under the diredlion of the 
Board of Commiffioners, fubjeft to appeal 
to the Privy Council, and to a pofitivc re- 
fponfibllity to Parliament. 

^ The Plani for Britlih India. Debnit^ i 793. 
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3* It exprefsly continues a Guarantee 
or a Charter of Rights^ by continuing 
the promifes held forth in the z€ts of the 
1 1 and 24 Geo. IIL to preferve the infti- 
tutions and laws of the natives by the mild 
^it of Britiih Government. 

It therefore may be faid to be founded 
on principles congenial and prevalent in 
Great Britain, compatible with eftabliihed 
theories of government and commerce, 
and ^^ fuited to the liberal views of the 
^^ Britifh nation, which require a variety 
of particulars to be more minutely 
known and inquired into before it will 
^^ be poflible to realize the whole in a {yf- 
" tem/' 

The profperity of Great Britain and 
the profperity of India now depend on the 
judicious difcrimination of the real cir* 
cumftances, laws, opinions, and rights of 
the natives of Britiflx India, hitherto en- 
veloped in obfcurity, artificially increafed 
by the native managers of a nominal Mo- 
gul government, and by Banyans^ the na- 
tive managers of the concerns of the Com* 

€ 2 
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pany's fervants, by whofe agency or col- 
lufioii public of private peculation has been 
condufbed; and by whofe art and mifin- 
formation every financial fyftem of faith- 
ful and able fervants of the Company has 
hitherto been fruftrated. It will therefore 
be proper to bring to more general no- 
tice the aftual pradlicc pf an exifting Ma- 
bomedan government, and to confider 
what principles of former theorifts are 
compatible with the beneficent purpofes of 
the prefent aft, and with the rights and 
profperity of Britifti India, If the data 
are not admitted, an inquiry, purfued with- 
out the fpurof party, will afcertain truth, 
the information of thofe diftinguilhed men 
in the Company's fervice, whofe thirft for 
knowledge has not been fuperfeded by the 
thirft for riches, will not be wanting, the 
fame means of information which has 
opened to Europe the literature of the Eaft, 
will explain in what the wifdom of tho 
Eaft, famed in facred and profane writ, 
confifted ; and by what means the inoffen- 
five Hindoo may be refcued from oppref- 
fion, and the Britifli name from diflionour. 
Too long have Hindoo politicians lamented 
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diat the Englifh knew how to conquer, 
but not to govern, India. 

" There were (faid Mr. Dundas) fafts 
** and events refpedling which there could 
** be no difference of opinion. India, 
** or the country of Hindoftan, governed 
** by Britain, is in a ftate of prolperity 
** unknown to it, under the moft wife 
** and politic of its ancient Sovereigns." 
That it may become profperous under the 
prefent a£t is ferioufly to be believed, but 
that it is fo in the degree conliflent with 
Britifh honour and Britifh policy cannot be 
admitted : and it is cruel to labour to fave 
the national honour by (hifting its errors 
exclufively on an individual. Late events 
in Europe have proved that the exercife 
of reafon and juftice is fubjeft to decay in 
ibcieties founded on thofe principles ; and 
in political paroxyfms of ftates, the un- 
controled exercife of the paffions is fome- 
times employed fyftematically to fubvert 
order, and as a preliminary to renovation ; 
the fame experieiice will prove it more 
eafy to deftroy than to renovate. 
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In India the paroxyfin is over, and the 
diftind: orders of its fociety exift, but are 
neither methodized nor underftood. Will 
not our experience of India juftify the hope 
that it may attain greater profperity than 
it at prefent enjoys ? Will not Mr, Dun- 
das's political experience prove, that a great 
part of the information he has received is 
{o difguifed by European party or private 
interefl:, as to become almoft as ufelefe and 
unentertaining as the miferable novels 
which apply Indian names to the coftumd 
of Europe ? Will he aflert that his own 
mind is. fettled on the detailed application 
of his own principles ? Will he not re* 
view thofe parts of the political and terri- 
torial management of India^ to which the 
following obfervations principally apply ? 
and will he be lefs difpofed to take that 
trouble from their being addreffed to the 
attention of the public, with the affertion 
arifing from ferious convidlion, that the 
errors of the financial experimental fettle-? 
ment of Bahar^ rendered, if poffible, per- 
manent there, and extended to the reft of 
Britifli India, will unintentionally occafion 



O^ore permanent calamity to the natives of 
India than any former experiment^ 

I, Sovereignty. 

For the purpofes of legiflation or go- 
vernment, we muft remember, that the 
definition of the Sovereign in whom the 
powers of government veft, is not fuffi- 
cieot. 

The government eftabliflied by Mahome- 
dan conquerors of Hindojlany cannot pro- 
perly be continued in their name after the 
Sovereignty is transferred into other hands.. 
Mahomedan fubjedts, according to the pro* 
portion of their number and property, to 
the population and property in the coun* 
try, muft be confidered, and influence the 
attention of the new Sovereign, who muft 
refpedt the prejudices of the many, and 
prefcrve the rights of the whole. Policy 

s 

urges inveftigatiou of the cuftoms, opi- 
nions, and laws of the natives, that prin- 
ciples congenial to good morals and good 
police may, ^yi}:h the leaft violence to 
their ufages and prejudices,, be eftabliihed* 



A 
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By judicious management the conqueror 
becomes the father of the people ; the ve- 
neration for the name df Akber will not be 
forgot in Hindojian. Even temporary ru- 
lers of diftri£ts may deferve the bleffings 
of the gentle Hindoo^ like Mahomed AziiUj 
who, during his refidence at Dacca^ was 
fo beloved, that the inhabitants, to this 
day, in their common fongs, lament his 
fate with tears, and celebrate his memory*. 
Mere preference marked by Government 
may preferve the good, while deftruftive 
principles may fall into difufe, by perfeft 
toleration. 

The accounts taken from different ob- 
lervers vary as to the exadl proportion of 
the Mahomedan and Hindoo fubjedts of 
Great Britain. Mr. Scrafton^ ftiling the 
Mahomedans of all fe£ls and defcriptions 
under the denomination of Moors^ fays, 
they are not in number the hundredth part 
of the natives f . I think Major Rennell 

• Holwellh Intercfting Events, Vol. I. p. 23* 
t Refleftions on the Govemmcns of Hind^au^ 
p. 20| L* Scraftprtf 1763. 
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fuppofes the Moors to be a iixth part of 
the inhabitants of Bengal. In the Circars^ 
Mr. Grant ftates the population to be two 
millions and a half of Hindoos^ and fome 
thoufands only of Mahomedans^ many of 
them in the militia, &c. ; but their united 
teflimony makes it indiiputable, that the 
mafs of the people, who can claim their 
rights under the a£t of Parliament, fortu* 
nately for Great Britain^ are Hindoos. Let 
hofe who legiflate read their character: 
Uninfluenced by the Mahomedansj the 
Hindoos are a meek, fuperflitious, chari- 
table people, a character formed by their 
temperance, cuftoms, and religion ; they 
prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
quote this faying from a favourite book : 
^ It is better to (it than to walk, to lie 
down than to walk ; better to deep than 
to wake ; and death is beft of all */* 

Half chriftians, or any other half prin- 
cipled men, form the mofl dangerous, if 
not the mofl abandoned, of the human 
fpecies ; and if the meafure of converting 

* Refie£tioa$, Scrafton^ p. i;* 



[i xxvi ] 

Hindoos by parliamentary authority, which 
was adopted as a rider to the prefent ad^ 
and was reje£fced by the Houfe of Commoas, 
fhall be revived, may the principle of re- 
jefting fyftems of profelytifm, as wrong in 
themfelves, and as produdive, in mofl 
cales, of abufe and of political mifchief *, 
ably ftated by Mr* Fox^ be fubftituted to 
culpable, complaifance to any individual ; 
and if Mn Dundas fhall want an argunxeixt 
in j)o'm.t, let his own good fcnfe give weight 
to Mr. ScraftofCs evidence +• 

In addition to Mr. Scrafton^s lift of 
J^oors^j inhabitants of Bengal ^ let us re- 
member the progrefs of a great nation rifing, 
or rifen, in the N. Weft of Hindo/ian^ the 
Seeks; for whofe particular religious tenets 
we are indebted to Mr. JVilkinsi^ as well as 
for his many intcrefting communications |. 
Mr. Forjier alfo had found a confiderable 
number of this fe£t at Calcutta. Mr. Grant 
iufoi-ms us that the homhardiesy Bunjar^ 

, * Sketch of Debate, May 25, 1793« 
f Reflexions, p. 7. 
{ Afiatic Refearch^s, Vol.1, p. 2913, &c. 
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rabsj or tribes of inland carriers, are a 
tribe of Seeks^ fubdivided into eighteen 
imaller tribes, all followers of Naneek Shah^ 
and defcendants of camp followers, who 
attended Shah Jehan and jiUum Geer in 
their wars in the Decan, and continue 
wandering tribes. Mr. JVilbins attended 
their meetings at Paina^ and was invited 
to become a follower of Naneek Shah *. He 
informs us, ** a perfon having fliewn a 
** fincere inclination to renounce his for- 
^ mer opinions, to any five or more Seeks 
aflembled together in any place, as well, 
on the high way as in a houfe of wor- 
(hip, they fend to the firft fliop where 
fweetmeats are fold, and procure a fmaU 
quantity of a particular fort, which is 
very common, and, as I recolleft, they 
call Batafa; and havmg diluted it in 
pure water, they fprinkle fome of It 
on the body and into the eyes of the 
convert, whilft one of the beft inftrufted 

* Naneek Shah, before his apoftacy, was a Hlndo9 
of the Khltry or military caft. He llourilhed four 
hundred years ago at Punjab^ and founded this in- 
.cjcafing fe£t. 
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^^ repeats to him, in any language in which 
*' he is converfant, the chief canons of 
** their faith, exadting from him a folemn 
** promife to abide by them the reft of his 
** life;'* this is the whole ceremony. 
This fe£t will include all the wanderers 
from the Koran and Shajier^ and muft be 
included in the political view of native 
ftates. The Seeks are already on our fron- 
tier, and muft be combined with our po- 
licy; their diftinguifliing charafter as a 
nation is the love of toleration, of inde- 
pendence, and of property. They are here 
mentioned as diminiftiing the proportion of 
the followers of the Koran^ and confe- 
quently decreafing the neceffity of the Ko' 
ran being the univerfal code for the natives 
of Britijh India^. It muft be admitted, 
that Britijh India^ denominated from its 
native fubjefls, both in number and pro- 
perty, is a Hindoo nation ; it is confequently 
confiftent with the adl of Parliament, and 
demonftrably confiftent with policy, to 
render it in efFedl a Britijh Hindoo govern-- 
mentj to give it a unity of intereft and 

* Plans for India, p. 414. 
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prmciple through the whole vale of the 
Ganges^ the Circars^ and the Camaticy to 
Mount Delhi J on the coaft of Malabar y bj 
following up protedion to every fubjedl; 
and to tributary Sovereigns, by obfcrving 
good faith; and when influence is politi- 
cally neceflary, to exercife it only fo fer as 
may combine in one fyftem the interefts 
which, geographically, are infeparable. 

Thefc general obfervations may fuffice 
for the general defcription of natives of 
Briti/h Indiaj who muft be within the pur- 
view of the a£t. When I read in the Plans 
for Britijh India *, and know that it truly 
defcribes the exifting policy and letter of 
treaties, I cannot help recoUefting Gover- 
nor ^(j/^/j/Zjw's fpeechf in 1772, when the 
definition of Chriftians, which is conti- 
tinued to this day, was introduced. "I 
had the honour of prefenting to this Houfe 
a petition from a poor opprefled Armenian 
merchant, who fufFered long imprifon- 

• P. 412. French fubje<9:s are as Britijh fubjedls; 
other Europeans are as Britijh fubjeSs. 

t Parliamentary Debates, Vol. XXIV. p. 65. 
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ment, without ever bemg able to know 
the crime of which he is accufed* It is 
true, on finding his cafe was laid before 
the Houfe, the framers of this bill have, 
in fome meafure, comprehended his fed 
within the remedies of their law, by in- 
ferting the word Chrijlian ; but it was not 
becaufe he was a Chriftian that I prcfented 
his petition, but becaufe he was a human 
being and a fellow creature, and becaufe 
his cafe brought the fituation of all the in- 
habitants of Bengal fairly before the Houfe ; 
nor can the gentlemen who patronize this 
bill fhew me one reafon for infcrting the 
word Chriftian^ that does not apply equally 
for putting in the words Mujfulman and 
Gentoo:' 

Since that period the pledge of Parlia- 
ment has been given to govern the natives 
according to their rights and ufages ; and 
as the mafs of the people is Hindooj the 
influence of JBr/V^ juftice and honour may 
be clothed in the forms of Mahomedan or 
Hindoo procefs. But the name of the 
Moghul ought not to pervade Britijh India ; 
the Koran cannot be the guarantee of the 
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rights and the protedion to Afiatic fubjefts 
of Great Britain^ becaufe the aft of Par- 
liament has wifely guaranteed the Koran to 
Mahometans ^ the Shajler to Hindoos in the 
Bengal provinces, and the Veidam to the 
Hindoos in the Decan; and with this in 
view, Great Britain may £ifely compile a 
code for Britijh India. 

The French ^^ backed with the power 
of France^ and by powerful native allies, 
folicited, by her merchants, in 178^6, to 
fettle at Calcutta ; and can it be doubted 
that every nation will be thankful to ex- 
change their antiquated Phirmaund for the 
proteftion of Great Britain. Why keep 
up diflindlions to provoke difcuffions, when 
no European can or ought to be in Britifi 
India y on fuperior rights and privileges to 
Britijh European fubjefts ; becaufe there is 
no power to protedl, which is not veiled 
in the reprefentative of the King, and in 
the law, fanftioned by the Britijh Parlia- 
ment. 

• VidcTrcatyof AV/i///«, 1783, 
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On the fame principle it can be no longer 
proper to afcertain the value of the ftan- 
dard coin of Britijh India^ by the reference 
to the acceffion of a depofed Moghul; it 
ought to bear the date of the reign of his 
Majefty. 

Writs in the King's name have for years 
had currency through Britijh India \ and by 
the prefent aft, juftices of the peace are to 
aft in Britijh India ; and we are ftill told wc 
can only preferve the allegiance of the na- 
tives by conforming to the contradiftory 
treaties we have made with fubordinatc 
princes, ufurpersof the MoghuFs dominions, 
and with the Moghul himfelf ; " and as 
** thefe treaties alone are intelligible to 
** our Afiatic fubjefts *,*' we fhould do 
injuftice to their good fenfe, if we fuppoled 
they can reconcile to principles of public 
faith and public juftice, our rights to India. 
The natives have had too much experience 
of the rights of the fword, to ftudy the va- 
rious treaties to cover injuftice or to ferve 
the policy of the day. If one maxim is 

^ Plan$ for Britijb India^ chapt 3, page 344* 
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more univerfal among the natives of India 
than another^ it is ^' to forget their go* 
•* vcmors when their power is annihilated.*' 
Since we have reforted to Bengal^ they can 
teftify who have had experience^ of various 
exertions of arbitrary power, and can have 
no reafon to be anxious, that any experi- 
ment within their memory may either be 
repeated or perpetuated by treaty. 

From political neceflity we have ailerted 
the fovereignty of Britljb India in Europe * ; 
to hold another language to our fellow 
fiibjeds in India^ would cheat them of their 
rights as a conflituent part of the Empire, 
to wliich they have contributed fo much, 
and to which they are more likely, under 
good Government, to contribute, than other 
detached parts of the King*s dominions. 
Policy in a great degree, but expediency in 
a ftill greater degree, has dictated the keep* 
ing in commljjion the exercife of fove- 
reignty ; but it is not expedient or politic 
to continue the name of the Moghul in 

• Vide Treaty of yirfaittis, 1783. 



Blrjil/b India^ aod . perpetuate . the , tricfc of; 
double government for the purpofc pfmaia- 
tamiug a double. eftabUjfhment; aad^to 
perpetuate an engine of . native, manage- 
menty by wljich ambitious aeigbbours may ^ 
affert their pretenfions to the fovereignty. 
oi Britijh India ^ on equal /^^^ tiije, when- 
ever temporary diflxefs may. encourage the . 
hope of fucqcfs. Shall we fo . foqn forget^ 
when Mr. Hajllngs left Calcutta^ and with* 
drew from the fupport of the Bengal go- 
vernment all that his amiable character and . 
long exclufivc management .of, the , native , 
Durbars had . combined . v^ith. the . Ipgd. j 
powers of a Governor General, and (the 
difficulty of our iituatipn at that , period^- 
and the exhaufted ftate of ,the refources in.. 
India having, rendered a general reform the^ 
firft meafure of Mr. Macpherfon' s- govern" 
ment, and naturally marked it.as^a momenx * 
of weaknefs, Scindia advanced to the fron-: 
tiers of Bengal j and peremptprily demanded . 
the arrears of Cbouf in open Dvrbar f sThe 
Governor General rejeded thj?. private dife-, 
vowai of the demand ; and when Scindia 
had the evidence . of fo much . decifion in 
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opfen Durbar^ he tranfmittcd his apologies 
aiitJ the total difavowal of his requifition. 
If Mn Macpherfon had not poflefled in- 
tegrity, firmnefs, and decifion, the fitua- 
tibii* oi Bengal on Lord Cornnvallis* arri- 
val wbuld have been v4ry embarrafling. 

This anecdote, which would probably 
have applied in firiiilar cafes to Mr. Hajiings 
or Uord Cormvallis, is meant to (hew that 
We are not yet independant of the perfonal 
qualities of a Governor General, This tri- 
bute of juftice to Mr. Macpherfon will lead 
us to eftimate the integrity and the mili- 
tary talents of the Marquis Cornw^lIiSf 
when we cbnfider dilpjiffionately how 
much of the falvation of India is exclu- 
fively doe to his perfonal qualities and to 
his perfonal exertions. And yet while 
w'eaffert, as a greit nation, the fovereignty 
of Britijh India^ let us not turn afide the 
eye of pity from the old blind Moghul^ from 
whom we extorted a title to an Empire 
which had been ufurped by his unfaithful 
ferv'aiits. The intereft of Great Britain 
muft not be facrificed to reftore a dcpofed 
Moghul to any confidefable degrees of au- 

d% 
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thority*; but the honour and humanity of 
Great Britain ought not to have been (o 
tardy to relieve the diftreffes of an unfortu- 
nate Prince who deferved a better fate. A 
refpe£table friend at Calcutta informed me 
laft year that he had in his pofleflion a letter 
from the old King to a fubaltern Officer in 
the Company's fervice, requefting his inter- 
ceflion for good offices. If it reaches Lord 
Corn-wa/Iis' hand, he will not overlook the 
fituation of the Moghul; the policy and 
conquefts of Scwdia, already too far ex- 
tended, will force themfelves on the notice 
of Government. 

When I confider the cxercife ol' 
reigiity, I cannot but feel in a degit 
prefumptioii in queftioiiing the invcfl 
tions and definitions of native teni^ 
native officers, tranrmitted by i 
•wailis ff and elVential to 
finance which he took out \ 
J/a ; and at the fame time i 

• Vide Mr. ffiw.h 
Dthrtti, 1793. 

t Plans for Bnlijb b 
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any occafion to join in the handfome apo- 
logy of Mr. Dundas for differing in opi- 
nion with his Lordftiip on vefting the no- 
mination of the chief executive officers of 
of Indian Government in the Crown. It 
can be no refleftion on Lord Cornwallis 
that Parliament has adopted con flit utional 
jealoufy, and reafons of expediency in pre- 
ference to his found conftitutional opinion, 
the public will judge during the operation 
of the prefent ad,- whether the curtailing 
the prerogative of the Crown and the re- 
fponfibility of Minifters, by giving the ap- 
pointment of the executive officers in India 
to the Direftors, and by dividing the power 
of recal between the Crown and the Di- 
reflors, will in praftice be found to efta- 
blifh a competition of vigilance and chaf- 
tity fufficient to exclude every perfon on 
whom proved delinquency, or incapacity, 
doubtful principles, or unexplained error, 
can attach, from offices of high truft in 
India. This is the firft duty of the Exe- 
cutive Government, wherever it may be 
placed. Every cooperation of the Board of 
Control with the Direftors, will probably 
confirm the opinion which has, more or 
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l?fs, been declared by the n^qft aWe.ftatqf- 
men of fucceffivc Adpiiniftrations, that the 
agency of. the Con^pany is, the beft pl^n of 
governing Britijh India^ provided the^wljqle 
power of the ftate is called forth to .con- 
trol the ncceffarily extenfive . powers, of tl^c 
government in India. To this e^feft, 
wherever the King's comn;iifIion can giye 
unity to the fervice, the King's name ougl;it 
to be held forth ; ai^d it does not appear 
that any objeftion could be made to the c^- 
.tenfion qf the principle of the Marine Jjer- 
yice, as exercifed under the qomn;iiiEon qf 
the jLord High Admiral, to the Indian 
army, provided the recommendation of d>e 
perfbns to receive comm^ilions, was cofkr 
tinned as at prefent ; but the regulations 
of the fervice to be fuited to one ipilitary 
iyftem under the King's commiflion. 

On the part of the aft which relates to 
the fovereignty of Britijh India^ there is 
fo much clearnefs and precifion, that one 
reiKiark only occurs to be neceffary, and 
that does not arifc from any words in the 
zdf,y but from the explanation of the Con;- 
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* - » * * * > • • 

•j>any*s eRitc&y Hvhifch appears in Mr. Dunm 

The 58th feftion of the prefeht a^ 
clearly 'points out the period of determina- 
tion of the exclusive commercial privileges, 
4ud cff the agreement for managing the ter- 
ritories of Briti/h India^ and the Eaft-Indm 
Company is therein declared entitled, after 
Hfch determination, •* to carry on a free 
*•* trade in, to, and from the Ea/l Indies 
•* arid parts aforefaid with all or any of 
•* their joint flock in trade, goods, mer- 
** chandifes, eftates; and effeds, in common 
** with other the fubje6ts of his Majefty^ 
** his heirs and fucceflbrs, trading toi in, 
^^ and from the faid parts and limits." 

The obferfration applies to the ** eftates** 
df the ^afi'Indtd Company, defined in Mr. 
Dundas^s fpecch : " under their original 
*• charters, they have {)urcha{ed and le- 
•* gaily acquired f*6rt St. George j St. He^ 
*• lend; Bombay; arid Calcutta^ long be- 
*• fore they were poflefled of territories^ 
^'* or the Duannee^'' {o far clear : ** exclu- 
** five 0/ the Duannee^ they have an ina« 
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" lienable right to a valuable landed pof- 
" feffion, amounting atleaft to 250,000!. per 
" annum : in addition to thefe, the whole 
" fadories and commercial cftablifliments 
" in InJia and in the eaftern feas undoub- 
•* tedly belong to them." Of the valuable 
landed poflcflions, it will be neceffary only 
to fettle the mode of inveftigating the title, 
not for the purpofe of curtailing their rights, 
but to remove an interefted bar to the efta- 
blifhment of contain rule neceffary for the 
protedlion of the rights of things in India. 

It is immaterial to Great Britain whether 
the Company, after the expiration of the 
aft, fliall continue favored with their Jageer^ 
or fhall hold their Zemindary of Calcutta^ 
with the 24 Pergunnahs^ on the conditions 
on which they were granted by the Sunnud 
or patents, in 1757, of Serajah Dowlah^ 
and Meer Joffier^ Nabobs of Bengal^ iu 
the name of Allum Geer^ the MoghuU bc- 
caufe they will be fubjcft to the fame laws 

* 

as other Zemindars \ but if they claim as 

Zemindars^ not by Sunnud but by the trea- 

' ties drawn by the Company's fervants, and 

forced on Shah Allum^ the depofcd MoghuU 
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in 1 765. They will, during the operation 
of the prefent adl, have either an intereft to 
perfid in involving the definition of native 
offices and rights in obfcurity *, and to 
pervert their ufes ; or they'muft fupport 
their claim on the exploded + pretentions to 
territory by treaty, independent of Great 
Britain. It is impoflible to revive this quef- 
tion, ably and completely difcuiTed and fet- 
led by Lord North in 1 769 and 1 773, with 
the fanftion of Parliament. 



2. Trade. 

The realization of the territorial revenue 
renders an exclufivc trade neceffiiry to the 
EaJl'India Company, as agents of the 
flate ; and the limitations to the exclufive 
trade fhould be as liberally extended as is 
compatible with the profperity of India^ and 
the realization of the revenue to Great Bri- 
tain. The modification of thefe interefts 
is one of the effential objeds of the prefent 
aft. 

• Inquiry into 2>mmiiz/7 tenures. Debrettf 1790. 
t Plans for Indiuj p« 287. 
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The firft ftatsgfticnt of the afiairs'tiifetite 
>to lhi|>pmg is to 4)fe iiiadc'by the'Direftbfs 
^in 1 794; dnd every thfrd year tb thcBoard 
of Control, to enable 'it to fegulate the 
freights 6h pfivttte tride, ^nd rendir the 
'limitations !)£ the ^txc^Bfive trade of the 
Ea/i hidks beneficial to Mis 'Majefty's fiib* 
jeds ih Great ^Britain ahd m InJM. 

This part «f iHe afft, #hlcii aotlforffes 

• • • 

future experiment^ "ivill becdtafc of itnpof- 
tance to Great Britain and to India^ in pro- 
portion as the Commiffioners will confider 
the extent of their difcretion ; and in pro- 
portion as the Dire^ors (hall be fatisfied 
with their other clear and unihcuriibei'ed 
privileges. 

It Would have been very difficult at thft 
time to have modified the exclufive trade 
bthef wife than it appears in the ail. Thb 
requifitions of manufadurers during the 
agitatioft and arrangenieht of the prefent 
aft, proved them ignorant of their own 
interefts ; and if they had not been con- 
vinced of it thertifelves, tkniour would 



rDOCJiave 4tc4 away duriag the iprogre^of 
the a£k in Parliament. 

A certain privily of tonnage m^ be 

required by the Brhi/b nKrchant, and the 

companion of the former charges of freight 

with thoie which may be demanded under 

idle prefent aft, has been the general and 

•natural ground of calculating the probable 

iienefit of the privilege. It is, however, a 

xonfidcratiosi of great political magnitude, 

and the friends of Great Britain and of the 

Con^iaay, who have information and abi« 

iity to comprehend the fubje^, and the de- 

£re progrefliveiy to indude the interefts of 

the whole in the exercise of the difcretion- 

;iry powers of the z6t^ may thereby eflen* 

tially ferve their country ; and from a rea« 

ibn^le confidence in the co-operation of 

the I^edors with the Board of Contr<J, 

die public may fafely and chearfuUy look 

to the fubjed in its real extent. 

The intereft of the State and the G>m* 
pany^s intereft are naturally combined. 
The State very properly pays part of its 



[' xliv 3 

revenues in India to the Company for its 
agency. 

Great Britain muft have, at all times, a 
great navy; and fo long as neighbouring 
ftates are bent on numerous fleets and hea- 
vy (hips, the public muft make facrifices 
and fupport the naval ftrength. Ships of 
a clafs fuperior to the neceffity of com- 
merce muft be employed to render them 
fuperior to infult; at prefent, chartered 
fhips of capacity and ftrength are employed, 
from a policy originally indifpenfable, to 
counteradt the French, who, inftead of 
letting their fhi{)s of v^rar rot in their har- 
bours, employed them armes en jiute^ to 
convey merchandife to and from India^ 
forming more officers than they otherwife 
could have done, and ready, on every 
emergency, to fupport their flag as (hips 
of war. The application of the fame po« 
licy ought not to be out of contemplation, 
though inapplicable at the prefent moment. 

If it had appeared that freights could not 
be obtained for the prefent extent of char- 
tered (hips, either by the Company's in- 
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veftment, the private trade or privilege of 
their officers, or the trade of private mer- 
chants taken on board at former exceilive 
freights, there might have been a neceffity 
of fubjeAing the extended privilege of the 
Britijh merchants to the agency of the 
Company. 

If the freights are equal to the number 
of the Company's (hips, (and they take 
them up in proportion as they want them) 
the immediate confequence will be, that 
the /«^/ij-(hipping intereft, already fuffi- 
ciently powerful, will be greatly increafed ; 
the private trade of the Company's officers 
muft vanilh ; and the value of the com- 
mand of the fhips will flill farther de- 
creafe, if the paflage*money is regulated 
in a degree to be equitable to the Compa- 
ny's fervants abroad; and in the mean 
time, the private trade of the merchant, 
fubje£t to the management of the Com- 
pany, (his competitor both in India and \i\ 
Europe) will continue charged for agency 
and freight infinitely more than if the mer- 
chant conduced his own adventure ; con- 
fequently it may be poflible that the (hip- 
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pmg intereft, the j9r/ft^ mftfthan*, and^ 
the- Company's ofiteers, may all^ Idfe hf ' 
thfe experiment, witfeont * the ' public of 
Great Britain'zndt'Brhijfb Ifidia being bene^ ' 
fited. 

An experiment was made by the Gover-' 
nor General, in 1786, in the Winterton 
Efeft Iiidiamaii ; with' what fuccefs has nbt 
been ftated, but mnft be known at the^ 
lAdia Hdufe, and would ^afford a certsliii ' 
means of appreciating thie probable fuccefs* • 
of the pcefent meafurei fo far as relatds tb 
zfeleS ifweftment on behalf ^of private mer- 
chants. It • was at that, time applied to 
faVe demurrage occafioned by quick voy- 
ages* of coppered Ettjt-India Ihips, and tb 
check foreign inveftments by private \Br/- 
/£^ capitals, and to make up the inability ' 
QbVernment at that time felt of making*' 
fxifficient or regular advances to the manu-' 
faSturcrsi from the critical emergencies of ' 
the Company's affhlrs. Btit private traded ^ 
as extended by the prefent aft, will prove ' 
beneficial in proportion as iarticles' of bulk^ ' 
and inferior - value can be brought into fpe- 
culation by the lownefs of freight; and it * 
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is difficult » to afcertaia why the fame privi« 
lege might aot have been graoied to a li* 
mitedi tonnage, fandioned by ParUament^ 
auij. iic^nied by the Company to (hip-owii* - 
ers, bound under penalty-bonds to return, 
enter, and land the cargo at two moft 
convenient ports ; one (ituated on the Eaft 
Coaft of Great Britain^ and one on the 
WeiL-Goaft; at which an officer, on the 
part o£ the Kafi India Company, fliould i 
reiide; . and, in .addition to the Guftom-^ 
Houfe, nughtgive effe^ to. the bonds, and ( 
confine ihe Eaft-bidia goods to regulations • 
fimilar to thofe by which Irijb* fugars ufed • 
tp be landed, at iliZ^r^, before they could - 
be imported to Ireland^ dire^ly . from the 
mjtIndUs. 

Ships io licenced would have greater 
pcofitfrom fair, adventure than is poffible * 
uiiiderih^^^^cy of the Company, Freights 
from a port fituated as Milfordj undoubt^ . 
edly might be obtained to and from India 
at bay the freight which the Company is 
allowed by the zQl to .take. This modifi- 
cation may,, by confenU arife, whenever 
it Hiall appear iatisfa&orily to the. Com* 
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xnifHoners and to the Diredors, that free- 
dom of fpeculation and control of charges 
may be entrufted to the merchant, without 
curtailing the privileges of the Company, 
and the control of Government. 



3. ^he Rights of the Subjedl. 

In confidering the prefent aft, with a 
reference to the rights or profperity [of the 
fubjeds of the King of Great Britain in 
Europe and in Afia, it will be fufHcient to 
obferve, that the powers of the aft are 
adequate to every fair experiment. The 
Commiflioners can do almoft everv thing 
which fliall appear expedient to the Direc- 
tors ; they can do a great deal againft the 
opinion of the Direftors, fubjeft to an ap- 
peal to the Privy Council. I only with 
them to remember, what any fenfible mer- 
chant can tell them, that in India^ or in 
Englandj if BritiJIo adventure is loaded 
with unnecejfary ihackles, foreign adven- 
ture will be maintained by Britijh capital, 
or by Britijh adventure under foreign flags ; 
and when t\ity prepare laws for the fanftion 
of Parliament, to remember an axiom 
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which paft experience of mankind will 
confirm, and which Mr. Grant more than 
once has held forth ; " Should reftridive 
^^ laws, unaccompanied by reafbn, be 
'^ written in bloody and Minos himfelf be 
** the Judge, they will be as the dead let- 
** ter of tyranny, oppofed by bold neceA 
^' iity, or eluded by the timid craft aiid 
" villany of flavery*" 



I ihall now proceed to ftate the docu- 
ments by which my opinion is guided ; 
and there can be no imputation of intended 
guile, when I only folicit the patient pe* 
rufal and deUberate judgement of the pub- 
lic. 
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ADVERTISEMEN'T. 



aT is believed that the pf aftical rules 6( 
Tlppoo Sultaun are the raoft accurate deli* 
neation of the modern Mahomedan govern- 
ment that has appeared ; a MS. copy of 
thefe Regulations were fent to me laft 
year, before they were printed. The firft 
ihips of this year brought me a printed 
copy, by which (bme errors of the MS. 
have been corrected. It appears that the 
original was obtained for Colonel John 
Murray during the Coimbatore campaign, 
and that B. Crifpf £fq. tranflated it. 

I reprint the Dedication prefixed to the 
Calcutta edition ; and although anonymous 
panegyric is often impertinent, I cannot, 
as one of the public, make my acknow- 
ledgements to Colonel John Murray for 
this extra-official political curiofity, with- 
out alfo bearing my anonymous tribute of 
praife and regard to that diftinguiihed 
fcrvant of the Company. The annual 
parliamentary accounts are evidence of the 



accuracy and regularity of the military au- 
dit, and at the fame time oblige me to la- 
ment the inefficacy of the prefent powers 
of the civil auditor to inforce equal perfpi- 
cuity in the accounts of the civil depart- 
ments of Britijh India. 
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Tbe Tranjlator^s Dedication to Colonel John 
Murray, Military Auditor General in the 
£aft Indies. 



DEAR 8IR9 

X HAVE now the pleafure to fend you 
the tranflation of Tippoo^s Regulations. 

It 18 unfortunate, that after an unremit- 
ting fearch, I have not been able to meet 
with a (Ingle perfon in Calcutta fufficicntly 
converfant in the deling or Malabar dia- 
lefts, to give me explanations, fuch as 
I could rely upon, of the provincial terms 
that occur in almoft every article. Difap- 
pointed in this refpcft, I thought it beft to 
copy thofe terms from the original, and to 
fubjoin notes, containing fuch explanations 
of them as, from the context, it appears 
to me they would bear. We may, how- 
ever, in a fhort time hence expert to obtain 
more accurate information from fomc Eu- 
ropean gentlemeni or natives of this coun- 
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try, who have traverfcd the SuItaufCs do- 
minions with our viftorious army, and 
who probably will return here with Lofd 
CQrnwallis. Whenever that time coaxes, I 
(hall be very happy to revife the tcanfla- 
tion, and to corredt any error that may 
have arifen from mifconfception, as well as 
to add the explanation of fuch t^rous as I 
have not now ventured to hazard a con- 
jt;.(3ure upoiv 

i remain. 

Dear Sir, &c. &c. 

Calcutta, gi^ CRISP. 

Jun^.i, 179a. 

P.S. Thjp Perjtan copy of the Regula- 
tions, from which this tranflation has becut 
made> bears the impreffion of the Sultaun^ 
feal, with the words Teepoo Sultaun. SeytJi 
Mahommed Qtvix^ts that he revifed them.; 
they appear to have been regiftered in the- 
office of Govind Roy^ bdongiag to the Z)tf- 
wan of the Hu%zoor^ on the ad month of 
the firft month Ahmudee^ m the year Delo^ 
t\ e. on the 2d of the firft moath of the 
40th year of the Cycle^ 
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Tbifolhmnng 'Explanation will clear up Mr. 
CrifpV Doubts of the Meaning of the Ar^ 
ticks. 



JL HE technical terms employed by Tip^ 
poo Sultaun in the Myfore^ are evidently a 
mixture of new denominations, engrafted 
on the Moghul and Hindoo fyftem, in the 
Decan ; it appears contrary to his fyftem 
to continue more of the ancient terms than 
are abfblutely neceifary to make himielf 
intelligible to the different people whom 
his father had conquered, and united in 
one kingdom. The following explanation 
of feveral of thefe terms was lately given 
me by a friend, who had been more than 
once over the Myfore country : 

Article i. Aumly the manager of the 
diftrid, and receiver of the revenue as a 
government officer. 

ReyutSj Putteels^ Wurtegansy are differ- 
ent names for farmers of a fuperior clafs. 
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Wurtegan is a Canary term ; Kujhah means 
any village^ 

Art. 2. Cowle means a declaration that 
the Keyuts to whom it is addrefled are in 
the favour of Government, and under the 
protedion of the law- 

Art. 5. T'eagecaur is "Taajkaur^ a collec- 
tor of cuftoras. Putteel is a government 
officer. Every village has one Putted to 
ten ReyutSy or thereabout ; and a Putteel 
for the whole village^ who has, at times,, 
the fuperintendance of the police. 

Art. T2. AhaJIoaum are troops employed 
in the fervice of the Aumil^ to aid in col- 
ladling the revenue. 

Art. 14. ^allaiib is rightly explained. 

Art. 17. Nukhood is a fmall grain, of 
which they make bread. 

Coohy is a pulfe, commonly called grain^ 
on which horfes are fed. 

Moot is Doll^ or peafe. 



[ ^^ ] 

Art. 21. Turcarree means aHb efculent 
roots. 

Art. 25. The reafbn why fuch attention 
is direfted to be paid to Sikakauhee is, that 
it is frequently ufed in cleanfing horfes ; it 
gives a fine glofs to the coat, and is reck- 
oned good for the animal's health. 

Art. 30. The Jummabundy account con- 
tains, I ft, the name of the Reyut ; 2d, the 
quantity of land which he tills ; 3d, the 
rate at which he pays ; 4th, the crop ; and 
5th, the total amount. 

The Wajil Bakee account contains the 
balances due, and the cafualties of the year. 

Art. 3 1 . The Derra Suliaunee is a mea- 
furement adopted by Tippoo. SuUauneej 
wherever it occurs, means belonging to 
Tippoo, or the Sultaun. 

Art. 33. Enaum laitds are lands exempt- 
ed from rent, whether for charitable or 
other purpofes, 
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'!rhe feveral denominations in diid arti- 
cle wci;-e formerly given to parcels of lan<$ 
held under various tenures by the officers 
of the ancient Hindoa government. 

Art. 34» Tumgba land is an hcr^&t^ 
Jaghter. 

Art. 2^^. Mutfuddyj an accountants 

Art. 36. Mokuddum^ in Perjan^ is fyno- 
aimous with Putted in TcHnga. 

Art. 39. Kijibundy is an abftra6k of the 
Kijlsy or inftalments. 

2«Au/ is an Hircarrah. 

Art. 41. Dewan* Cutchery is the principal 
Cnt^bery or office of bufinefs for the pro- 
vince. I'cfkurree Cutchery is a fubordinata 
diftrift Cutchery. 

Art. 46. Z)^>t is a iSVr, or meafure. 

Art. 47. Naikwar is an officer o£ Coon^ 
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40cbar or matchlock Peons ; Ttppo<^% for 
ther was, early in life, a Naikwar* 

Matchlock Peons are frequently employed 
^0 compel the Reyuts to pay their arrears^ 
^ that they become iuftruments of oppref- 
(ion in the hands of the PutteeL 

Art. 48. Oolkee is the name of the Au* 
miPs meffenger. 

Art. 50. Zindigee means thofe of the 
Reyufs family" and relations who may have 
furvived him, as well as his efFedts; 

Art. 52. Coruchwaur is a Canary term. 

Dek Pokhta^ a full meafure. 

Art. ^6. Duftur^ the accountant's office. 

Art. 5 7» Kubhee or QoolUe is gram. 

Art. 58. Pet/hears ought to be Pai/heari 
he is the Aumirs deputy. 

Munnicaur is Telinga for an inferior Aumil. 
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Art. 59. Sithee is Siddee^ or merchant. 

Wutug is fynonimous with PutteeL 

Coiwaul is the officer who regulates, or 
rather enforces the regulations for the Ba- 
%ars or markets. 

Art. 70. Cullijlaun ought to be Chrijiaun. 

Art. 77^ A Burrh tree is a Banian. 

A iVJr^/» tree is a Murgoza. 

Art. 78. D«^^ is a cylinder. 

Kuhuttee^ I do not know. 

Art. 79. The Kunteeroy^ an old Myfore 
coin. 

Art. 91. 5V^^A? ii7i?r/^ are cavalry, the 
horfes of which belong to the government. 
The Sair Horfe belong to the riders, who 
receive a certain allowance for man and 
horfe. The Rtfaladar^ or Colonel of a re- 
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giment of Stable Horfe. The jemadar ^ or 
chief officer of the Salr. 

Art. 97. Derogba has the charge of ma- 
gazines and ftores. 

Art. 99* Diflrids upon the coaft of Ma- 
lobar. 

Zindiganeej live flock, family effeds, &c. 

Art. 104. Milik-a^Tajary head of the 
merchants, 

Seetbee is SiJdy. 

Art. 1 24* Irfaidnameh is a letter. 

Art. 126. Two books upon morality, 
written in Perlian. 
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MYSOREAN REVENUE 

REGULATIONS 

To be obferved by the prefent and future Au^ 
mils and Serijbtadars of thefecond DlJlriH 
of Waumloor^ dependent on the Cutchery 
of Awulpatam. 
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AnT* I. 1 HE Aumil^2X\ proceed to the 
diftriAt and taking tbefe regulations, the feal 
of office, and the table of fees and eftabliHi- 
mentf , &c« along with bim, ihall feat him* 
ielf in the Cutcherry; and having called 
before him the Reyuti^ Putteels^ Wurykaum^^ 
he. inhabitants of the Kufbah\^ ihall pre- 
fent them with the heaf\ of conciliation. 

%. On the commencement of the year 
he fhaU give Ccwle § to all the Reyuts and 

* The orthography of this word Is tfidiftinft in 
the originaL 

t The principal town of a diftrift* 

X Beetle. 

4 A proimie or engagement from a fuperior to 
an inferior* 

B 
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refpe^kable inhabitants of the diftri(9:, and 
encourage them to cultivate the lands. He 
(hall alfo afcertain in what Reyuts" houfes 
there are a number of men, and but few- 
ploughs; and having enquired into the 
circumftances of fuch Reyuts^ (hall oblige 
thofe who are in good circumftances to 
increafe the number of their ploughs ; and 
in order to enable the Reyuts who are needy 
to purchafe ploughs and to cultivate the 
lands, he (hall give Tuccavee *, at the rate 
of three or four pagodas for every plough, 
taking fecurity for the repayment. This 
Tuccavee is to be collected from them again 
in one or two years. 

3. The following rules are to be attended 
to in parcelling out the land for cultiva- 
tion : An equal proportion of lands which 
are dry or watered, and of thofe which are 
Ijara + or Hijfa J, (hall be equally diftri- 
buted for cultivation amongfl; the old and 

* Advances of Money. 

t The fame as the Theeka lands of Bengal , 
which are leafed to Reyuts at a fixed rent^ 

X The fame as the Bhagra lands in Bengal* for 
which the cultivator does not pay any fixed tax ; 
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new R^ts ; and when a Reyut fbws one 
Kbundee of feed in a certain quantity of 
J^ara land, he (hall fbw one Khundie and 
eight ^ifirr^j in the fame extent of Htjfa 
land* An account of the increase and de- 
ficiency of the produce fliail be made out 
annually, and according to the Cowle the 
revenue (hall be taken in money; or where 
fuch ihall be the cuftom, the half of the 
produce (hall be given up to the Reyuts^ 
and the other half be retained as the (hare 
of the fovereign. Care muft be taken that 
the Hijfa land is to be well manured ; and 
whoever cultivates a greater quantity of 
land of this description than may have 
been allotted to him purfuant to thb rule, 
ihall continue to do fo ; but if lefs, he (hall 
be compelled to cultivate the full proportion. 

4. Throughout the villages, wherever 
there is ground fit for the purpofe, the 
ReyutSf Sec. (hall be urged to extend the 
cultivation of fugar cane; and in fuch 
villages where the Putteels and Shamboges* 

but the produce of the land, whatever it may be, it 
ihared between him and the Rajah or Zemimlar. 
* Accoontantf, 

B 2 
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from obftinacy fail to do fo, they (hall be 
fubjed:ed to a double tax, calculated upon 
the quantity of fugar cane which may 
have been produced in another village. 

5. The Putteels + Teagecaursj and others, 
have for a long time fraudulently avoided 
paying the full revenue of Government 
lands : this is to be inquired into, aiid the 
lands are to be meafured, and they are to 
be affeffed like other Reyuts. The Reyuts 
are not to plough the lands of the Putteels ; 
but the Putteeb (hall themfelves plough 
them. If any Putteel, &c. fhall in future 
employ Reyuts to till his ground, the 
whole of the produce (hall be taken by 
Government. 

6. Lands which have been cultivated 
for a length of time by the Sbamboges^ 
fhall be refumed, and be delivered over to 
other Reyuts to cultivate; and if fuch 
Sbamboges fhall defire to have other land 
given to them in lieu of their wages, land 
which is lying wafle fhall be given to 

r 

4 

* Revenue Officers. 
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them ; if they do not alk for land, they 
(hall receive their wages in money, accord* 
bg to the eftabliihed rate* 

7. Reyuts^ &c. belonging to the ^ara 
lands, who are conneded with the Sbam^ 
boges^ often avoid paying the full reve* 
nue. Strifk enquiry muft be made into 
this abufe, and it muft be correded by im* 
pofing upon them the eftabliihed rate of 
afleffinent : and no relaxation muft be al*» 
lowed of in the obfervance of this rule^ 
upon any account. 

8. Two Mozas^ ihall not be farmed to 
the fame perfon : one Maza only fhall be 
given in fanp to one perfon ; and previoufly 
to this being done, an accurate lift of all 
the old and new inhabitants, and an ac- 
count of the grofs receipts, fhall be made 
out, according to which the leafe fhall be 
granted, and a Mocbulka + be taken. If a 
farmer, negleding the cultivation of his 
farm, and fufiering the lands to lie wafle, 
fhall impofe fines upon the Reyuts^ and 

* Villages. t Security Bond. 
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make Undue exa£lions frotn ihtm to enable 
him to fulfil his own engagements^ he (hall 
be made to pay to Government the amount 
of fuch undue exadlions, over and above 
the ftipiilated rent. Meafufes muft alfb in 
future be adopted to prevent any perfoii 
from levying oppreffive fines, &c. from 
the ReyuU ; and defaulters in this refpedl 
ihall be made to pay the amount of fuch 
exadtions, and be moreover fined them- 
ielves^ 

9. The Aumil* of a diftrift fhall make 
a circuit through all the villages under his 
authority, and agreeably to the Michidka 
entered into by him^ diftribute the ailefif- 
ment upon the ReyUts according to the pro- 
duce railed ; and if by fuch meaub he can 
colleft flifficient to fulfil his engagements^ 
well and good ; but if, on the contrary, he 
ihall farm out the Mo%as to Ptitteels and 
others, and ocCafion deficiencyi he ihall 
make good fuch deficiency himfelf. If the 
Puttetls and others ihould, by want of at- 
tention, fail to realize the diilributed ai!eii^ 

* 

* Superiatehdant. 
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menty he (hall inflid corporal punifhment ^ 
upon the Putteels and Sbofnioges^ and oblige 
them CO make it good. 

I o. In cafe deficiency ariies in the fum 
engaged for, the j^umil (hall procure new 
RtprtSf whom he (hall provide with new 
f^ttghsy and by advancing Tucavee to 
them, enable them to complete the culti- 
vaDOD, (b that the amount fpectfied in the 
engagement be realized. And if, on the 
contrary, he (hall difcharge the amount of 
his engagement by levying fines and undue 
exa6Hons, iuch fines and exactions (hall 
not be allowed to go towards the difcharge 
of his engagement, and he (hall be (till 
compelled to make good the deficiency 
whidi will have arifen thereupon. 

1 1 . A Putteel has been attached to every 
village from times of old; wherever it 
happens that the perfcm holding this office 
is unfit for it, another who is capable (hall 
be cho(en from amongft the Reyuts^ and 
be appointed to it ; and the former Putteel 

* Pradiied under the Company's Govenunent alfo* 
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fhall be reduced to the condition of a 
Rtyut^ and be made to work at the plough ; 
and the bufinefs of the office of Putteel ^ 
fhall be made over to the new one. 

12. The Shamboges of the Athoonee and 
Ahajhaum^ (hall not be employed in the di- 
reftion of affairs, nor fhall farms of villages 
be given to them, but they fhall only be 
employed in keeping accounts. If it fhould 
appear that any thing contrary to this rule 
is praftifed, you + will have to anfwer 
for it. 

13. The Reyuts of each village fhall de- 
cide amongfl themfelves all difputes which 
may arife amongft them refpc6ting cafl, 
and the inhabitants of other villages fhall 
not interfere therein. A breach of this is 
to be punifhed by fine. 

1 4. In the diflri£t above mentioned there 

* The Ahajhaum is fuppofed to mean the houfe-* 
hold of the fovercign. 

t The oflScer to whom the order is addreffed. 



[ 9 ] 

ue ferend TaOaubs*^ the produce whereof 
is Hifa^. The Amnil (hall go himielf 
and lee that the lands are not left unculti* 
vated, and that the produce be increaied ; and 
niien the produce is ready he (hall attend in 
peribn^ and having ieen the grain threflied, 
flnll take the half of it for Government 

15. Land whidi has lain fallow ten 
years ihall be delivered to R^yuts to culti* 
vate, upon Cawle ; the firil year they (hall 
be exempt from pajring any revenue, and 
die iecond year they (hall only pay half of 
die cuilomaiy aflcflment ; but the third 
year die full amount thereof (hall be col- 
leAed from diem* Land which is barren^ 
mountainous, and rocky, (hall alio be given 
to the Reyuts to culnvate; and the firft 
year they (hall be entirely exempted from 
the payment of revenue ; the (econd year 
they ihall be aflefled at only a fourth of 
the ufiial rate ; and the third year at one 
half; but the fourth year they fhall be aiV 

* TalloMtSf I imagine, here means low marfhy 



f Shared cqiially between the fbveieign and the 
cnhirator. ^ 
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ftffed at the full rate. The £ime rule ia 
to be obierved with refpe£): to lands of the 
above defcriptions^ the produce of which is 
fliared between Government and the Reynt^ 

1 6. If a Reyut (hould offer to farm a 
Moza upon an annually increafing afieff^ 
menty and it (hall appear that the Moza^ 
which is in a ruinous condition, may be 
brought into a flourifhing fiace by cultiva^ 
tion^ a Cowie of three years ihall be graoced 
to the cultivator for that purpofe^ and from 
the fourth year the terms of the leafe (hall ba 
fixed according to the produce of the lands. 

1 y. The cultivation of Nukhcod^ Coolty^ 
and Moot^f muft be encouraged to the 
otmoft, and Cowie be given to the ReyuU 
for that purpofe. 

18. Wheat and barley are very little 
cultivated in the diftridt. It is therefore 
ordered, that in villages where it has never 
been fown, lands which are affefled at five 
pagodas, ,fhall, upon their being cultivated 

* Different kv^ds of pulfc. 
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wkh wheftt and barlej, be afie£fed at four 

« 

pagodas only, until the fourth year, when 
the afleflment (hall be impofed at the ufual 
rate. And m villages, where thefe arti<» 
cles are produced, the cultivation of them 
ihall be encouraged by giving CowU to the 
Reyuts. 

19. It is forbidden throughout the de* 
pendencies of this Gk>vemment to plant 
Bang i and the Reyuts muft be informed, 
that whoever (hall plant this fhrub is to be 
filled. If any Bang fhould be remaining 
of laft year's growth, or ihall have been 
brought in from other countries by traders, 
a duty ihall be levied upon it of double the 
fixed rate ; and whoever ihall by ilealth 
plant Bang behind their houies or in their 
gardens, ihall be fined« 

%o. Let 200 trees of the Mango and 
other choice fruits be planted on fome of 
the beil ground in every village, and be 
taken particular care of; and let report be 
made of them to the Huzzoor *• 

* Literally the Prefence^ the Sovireipt. 



zi# If any pcrfon take pofleflion of dc- 
fcrtcd* plantations of Beetlcrnut and Co- 
coa-nut trees, &c. in the diftrid, and (hall 
hot pay the Kundaya + thereof to Govern- 
menty fuch plantations, upon difcovery 
being made of them, (hall be fequeftered, 
and people fliall be employed on the part 
of Government to cultivate them properly, 
fo that the number of fruit trees, Turcar* 
rce J, &c. may be ingreafed. The particu- 
lars of the trees fliall be entered in an ac- 
count, and the MubuJfool\\ thereof be de- 
livered to Government, and be entered in 
the offices* There are alfo many perfons 
who poflefs plantations without paying 
rent. In all fuch cafes, whenever it fliall 
become known, they are to be aflefled like 
other Reyuts. You are' alfo to take a fliare 
of the Tuccavee^ &c. or whatever grows 
under the fruit trees.. 

* In the original Bey^wawris^ which, though 
literally meaning hcirlefs, I imagine, in its prefent 
application, fignifies deferted. 

t The revenue paid to Government. 

X All greens that come under the denomination 
of pot-herbs. 

II Produce* 
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22. The whole of the Rofin, Aloes- 
wood, Lack, Wax, and Dammer, pro- 
duced m the diftrifly is to be refersred with 
great care, and no impropei' confumption 
of thefe articles is to be allowed of; but 
carriers are to be employed to tranfport the 
whole of it to jigran Puttun * ; and in fu- 
ture, throughout the diftrift, proper fpots 
of ground are to be chofen in every village, 
and 2000 pine and faul trees are to be 
planted and taken the utmoft care of ; and 
if there are any trees of thefe deicriptions 
within the tenements of the Reyuts^ a price 
is to be fixed upon the produce of them, 
which is to be pur chafed, and the price fo 
fixed is either to be fet off againfl; the 
Riyufs rent, or to be paid to him in ready 
money ; and of thefe articles not one atom 
is to be fuffered to go out of the country. 

23. Trees of Teak- wood and Acacia, the 
wood of which is required by Government* 
for making the wheels of gun-carriages, 
&c. are not to be felled ; when they are 
wanted for the fervice of Government, an 

* The magazines of Scringapatam. 
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order from the Huzzogk is to be obtained, 
upon which they are to be cut down. 
Wherever the feed of the Teak tree is to 
be met with it muft be obtained, and du- 
ring the rainy feafon it miift be fown on 
the banks of rivers, and at the bottoms of 
hills, fo that the quantity of thefe timbers 
may increafe. 

24. Throughout the diftrift wherever 
there are Sandal trees which have come to 
perfedion, they are to be cut down, and 
the ftems, roots, and branches of them, 
are to be collefted together, and an account 
having been taken of them, fpecifying 
their weight, they are to be tranfported to 
j}gran Putiun. It is alfo ordered that San- 
dal wood fhall be planted in great quan- 
tities, wherever good ground is met with, 
watered by running ftreams, rivers, and 
rivulets ; and no perfon fhall be permitted 
to cut down a fingle Sandal tree without 
the order of the Huzzoor^ and if any one 
fhould by ftcalth do fo, he fhall be fined 
in the fum of 500 rupees. 

25. You are to colleA all the Tamarind 
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and Kbiar Di/ktety that is to iay, Sikakaub' 
/«*, in your diftrift, whether on planta- 
tions or in the woods, excepting what may 
be produced within the tenements of the 
ReyuiSf which you are not to touch. 

26. Beyuts who ihall -make new plan- 
tations of Bcctle-lcaf, fhall only be fub- 
je£lcd to pay half the ufual tax during 
the firft three years ; but from the fourth 
year they fhall be put upon the fame foot- 
ing as other planters. 

27. Reyuts who (hall make new plan- 
tations of Beetle-nut trees ihall be ex- 
empt from the payment of any tax du- 
ring the firA £ve years ; from the iixth 
year they (hall be aiTeiTcd at half the eibi- 
b^ed rate, until the trees bear fruit, from 
which time they ftiall pay the full eiia- 
bliihed tax, or ihare the produce, as may 
he the cuilom. 

• Sittiiauhtft, a plant of the genus manofa ajferatay 
the feed aoil li:ivct of which In-mg bruifed, or made 
Ifrta jfWr, 1' >'i ' • •vafhing the hair and body. 
vered witli rtrong prickles, 

ince inclofures. 
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28. Whoever makes new plantations 
of Cocoa-nut trees (hall be exempt from 
the payment of any tax for the firft four 
years; the fifth year he (hall pay one 
half of the eftabliflied tax ; and the fixth 
year the whole, or a (hare of the produce, 
as may be the cuftom; and during four 
years, whatever quantity of ^urcaree is 
produced in thefe plantations (hall be given 
up to the Reyuts. 

29. An account (hall be taken of all the 
houfes of the Reyuts ^ &c. of all cq/ls 
throughout your diftrift, (pecifying the 
names of the villages, the number of 
ploughs, the quantity of feed fown, and 
of land tilled ; the number of workmen, 
their families and children ; with their 
various ca/ls and occupations. In forming 
thefe accounts, great precaution is to be 
obferved, to prevent its creating any alarm 
amongft the Reyuts. Every year the in- 
creafe or diminution of agriculture and 
population is to be obferved in the man- 
ner following : The Shamboges of the 
villages are to prepare and tranfmit the ac- 
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counts to the Simpt^^ and the Shamboges 
of the Simpt arc to form the complete ac- 
count, and tranfmit it to the Aumil of the 
diftria, who is to prepare one general 
ftatement, giving a full view of the popu- 
lation and cultivation of the country, and 
depofit it in his Cutchery ; from whence it 
is to be forwarded to the Huzzoor ; and as 
the month of Zeebuje is appointed for the 
infpe^ion of thefe accounts at the Huzzoor, 
they tauA be depofited in the Cutchery in 
the month of Rumzaun. It will be proper 
when you commence the numeration of 
the houies and inhabitants, to give it out, 
that the purpofe for which you are come 
to their houfes is to fee whofe expences 
exceed their means, and to aflift fuch per- 
ions with advances of I'uccavee : in this 
manner you are to get the numeration ef- 
feaed. 

30. The month of Rumzaun of every 
year is fixed for the inlpedlion of the fFa/tl- 
bakee and Jummabundy accounts of your 

^ The fame at Twrrufff in Bengal, one of the 
fubdivifiont of a diftrifl* 
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diftrift; you are therefore to be careful 
that thefe accounts are prepared and tranf- 
mitted to your Cutchery in the month of 
Shabaun. 

31. After the end of the year the Aumh 
Serijhtadarsy and Shamboges^ Ihall go through 
the diftri£t to every village, and (hall take 
a particular account of the meafurement 
of the lands by the derra fultaunie *, fpect- 
fying the quantity of land appertaining to 
each village, and how many lubs (each lub 
containing 82 derrahs) have been fown by 
one Khundee of feed. — Alfo the quantity of 
land covered by tanks, rivers, and ftreams, 
together with the lands of the Deo/launf and 
the Bramins. . The Enaum lands, public 
roads, gardens, &c. diftinguifliing the cul- 
tivated and the wafte, the watered and the 
dry, as alfo the foil, whether of the firft, 
fecond, third, or fourth, quality. More- 
over, what quantity of grain is produced 
in each from one Khmidee of feed, with a 

* For the explanation of this and the other mea* 
Aires which follow, fee articles 74 and 76. . 
t Hindoo pagodas. 
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fpecification of the revenue, or the fliare of 
produce which it yields. This account is 
to be taken down in the prefence of the 
Reyuts^ from whom a Mochulka is to be 
taken ; and agreeably thereto a general ac- 
count of the lands of all the villages in the 
diftri£):, according to the ftandard of mea- 
furement above fpecified, is to be prepared, 
and every year tranfmitted to the Hu%%oor 
and to your Cutchery, and you are alfo to 
keep a copy thereof in your own office. 

32. If, at tKe time when the above ac- 
count is forming, the Shamboges and others, 
from apprehenfion of the difcovery of their 
defalcations, (hall inftigate the Reyuts to 
throw obftacles in the way of its being 
done, and they be deteded, they ihall be 
feverely reprehended and fined. 

' 33. All lands under the denomination of 
Inaumaut^ (excepting the Deojlaun and the 
lands of Bramms) and all lands under the 
denominations of Kutcodukee *, Aoluk Man- 
num^ Meerkunthee^ Jofecj BhuUwurtee^ Too- 

* The orthography of thefe words is uncertain. 

c a 
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tee^ Tuallarufs^ &c. appertaining to the vil- 
lages, (hall be brought into the meafurc- 
ment, and (hall be included in the Jumma ; 
and the Inamaut lands which are to be con» 
tiuued to the proprietors, (hall be written 
off againft the Jumma in the accounts* 
Whoever is under engagement to perforin 
fervice, fuch fervice (hall be exa^ed from 
him* 

34. Putt eels and others have made tanks^ 
wells, ponds, nuUas, &c. at their own ex- 
pence, and the land taken up by fuch 
tanks, &c. is held by them as Enaum Kut^ 
codukee. This Enaum (hall be continued 
to them, but they (hall be obliged to keep 
fuch tanks, &c. in repair ; Government 
flxaU not have to repair them.— They (hall 
alfo be made to dig up the mud from the 
tanks, &c. and embank them therewith. 
If an Enaumdar has not the means to re- 
pair a tank which is gone to ruin, it (hall 
be done by Government, and a yearly af- 
feflinent, proportioned to the expence of 
the repair, (hall be levied upon the Enaum^ 
dar. The Tumgha lands of forts and caf- 
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ties, and the borders of inclofed villages^ 
ihall be continued as ufual. 

35* The following rule is to be obferved 
in making the repairs of fuch tanks, wells, 
nuUas, Sec. as immediately belong to Go* 
vernment. 

The jlumil^ Mutfudd^y and Hircarrabs^ 
ihall go and infpedl the tanks, &c. them- 
ielves ; and in making the repairs fhall be 
panicularly attentive to the advantage of 
Government, and to the increafe of the 
produce. A particular account of the mea- 
furement of thp work repaired, by the efta« 

. « 

bliihed ftandard, ihall be kept in the offices 
of the Muifuddies and Shamboges of the 
Tillages; and the wages of the workmen 
ihall be paid to them, taking their receipts 
for it. Buffaloes ihall be ufed for convey* 
ing the mud for embanking the tanks every 
year, and an account ihall be kept by the 
Shamboges of the quantity of mud thrown 
every day routid every tank. 

"^(i. If any perfon ihall, at his own ex- 
pence, dig tanks, wells, &c. dirow up 
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ramparts, build fmall forts or baftions, or 
people a village, upon its being afcertained 
from the Mokuddums^ and cultivators upon 
the fpot, a quantity of ground (in fixing 
which you are to be regulated by the cuf- 
tom of the place) (hall be given to him as 
Inaumkutcodukee \ and if no fuch cuftom 
fliall prevail at the place in queftion, in- 
quiry fhall be made at the villages round 
about, and land be given to him as Enaum^ 
according to what may be found to be the 
cuftom in thofe villages. 

37. In your diftrift, the period fixed for 
the payment of a Kfji + is four months ; 
and from the beginning to the end of the 
year, the whole of the coUeftions are to 
be made in three Kijis^ and after dedudtion 
being made of the charges, the mpney is 
to be fent to your Cutchery, and a receipt 
to be taken fgr it. At the commencement 
of the month of JVaufyie BhauderpudX^ 
you are to adjuft the accounts of the ReyutSj 
and. by the end of that month the whole 

* Principal Reyuts. f Inftalment. 

} The 6th month of the year. Vide Art. 123. 
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of the revenue, muft be collefled aiid paid 
in to Government. 

38. It is ordered, that in a diAri£! which 
pays 10,000 pagodas, whenever 500 pa- 
godas fhall have been colleded^ they ihall 
be immediately remitted to the Cutchery. 
You will obferve what is the Jummabundy 
of your diftridt; and accordingly as the 
money is colleded, you will remit it to 
your Cutchery* 

39. You are to require the farmers of 
villages to tranfmit their rents according 
to the Kijibundyy under charge of Tuhuls*; 
and if they fail to do fo, you are to repri- 
mand them, and put others in their places. 

40. Hircarrahs who are employed to 
prefs workmei), frequently ufe them ill, 
and extort money from them.— This muft 
be inquired into, and forbid ; men are to be 
prefled . for the fervice of Government 
only ; and if the Hircarrahs ufe them ill, 

* The fame as Fykes, /• e. Revenue Peons. 
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or take money from them, they Ihall be 
punifhed. 

41. The AumiU Serijhiadars^ and Shafn-^ 
hoges^ ihall attend at the Cutchery of Go- 
vernment from nine o'clock in the morning 
till five o'clock in the evening, and do their 
bufinefs. They may then go to their 
homes, but they arc to return to the Cut- 
chery at eight o'clock in the evening, and 
remain there till three in the morning ; in 
which time they (hall prepare and complete 
the accounts of the day, and having fealed 
and figned the accounts, ihall tranfmit 
them to the Huzzoor and to their Cutchery; 
they may then retire to reft. 

One Putted or Shamboge of a village 
ihall not vifit at the houfe of another. No 
public officers ihall tranfaft bufinefs in 
their own houfes, but only at the cutchery. 
Monthly accounts ihall be tranfmittcd to 
their refpeftive Cutcheries, and the ibte of 
the diftridl ihall be reported every week. 

42. Whenever commiifions or orders of 
Government ihall be iiTued from the Dewan 
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of your Cutcheiy, at the Huzzoor^ and 
iticToiureeCutchery^ immediate obedience 
ihall be paid to them, on pain of the diA 
pleafure of Government. 

43* TYitReyuts of villages are accuflomed 
to expend their money upon travellers, and 
in celebrating feflivals : they are now for- 
bid to fpend their money upon travellers ; 
and it is ordered that when Reyuts are defirous 
ofexpendingmoney in thisway, they (hall 
only be allowed to expend one pagoda out 
of one hundred in every village ; there is 
no occafion for them to fpend more. 

44* You are to fee that the people he- 
longing to the Athoonee are regularly mu- 
ftered, and are to pay them their wages into 
their own hands, according to the eflabliih- 
ment : Houlcundayab land (hall not be given 
them.— [Here follows a repetition of the 
6th article.] 

45* At the time of making the Jumma-' 
hundy of the diflrid, fuitable drefles (hall 
be pre(ented to ^tR^uts and PutUik^ &c. 
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the coft of which will be pafled in the 
accounts, 

46. For keeping the accounts of the dif- 
trift, the Serijhtadars and Shamboges are to 
be allowed the .daily expenditure of one 
quire of coarfe paper, and one dek of lamp 
oil. Whatever is really expended out of 
this allowance, (hall be paffed in the ac- 
counts : the Shamboges are to take care in 
future, not to write upon ktrrit *; accounts 
written upon paper will be attended to ; 
and not accounts written upon kirrit. 

47. The Naikwars of the Coondachar 
take bribes from the Putteelsj &c. and be- 
come fecurities for them to Government ; 
it is now forbidden to accept of the Naik^ 
wars as fecurity, thefecurity of refpeftable 
Pufieels and Shamboges is to be taken, 

48. Aumils^ Serijhtadars y Shamboges ^ &c. 
when they vifit the villages, have been ac- 
cuftomed to take Aloof a\j &cq. from the 
Reyuts. There is no need to do this in fu- 

• Palm leaves* t Diet money* 
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turc ; and whoever (hall tranfgrefs in this 

refped, (hall fall under the dil'pleafure of 

Government. There is alfo no occafion 

to fupply with fuel, &c. the Oolkees who 

are fent by Government to collect the 

TuUub : neither is there occafion for the 

Reyuis to give fuel, &c. to your people who 

go into the villages to colledk money : the 

Puiteels of the villages are to be ftridlly 

enjoined to prevent the confumption of 

firewood * : if any perfon (hall expend this 

article, the Aumil (hall be made to account 

for it. 

49. After the Aumll (hall have arrived 
in the diftridt, if, owing to his oppre({ion, 
any of the Reyuts who were in the country 
upon his arrival (hall abfcond, the Aumil 
(hall be made to pay twenty pagodas for 
every plough of a refpeftable Reyut who has 
fled, and ten pagodas for every plough of 
the poor Reyut. 

* ft 

50. You are to a(certain from whom ba- 

, lances of former years are due : frotn tho(c 

* Suppofed to mean firewood laid up for the 
public fervice. 
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who h^vc the means to pay, you arc to 
enforce the payment of the full amount, 
and from fuch as are poor, you are to re- 
ceive payment by inftallments— 2?£y«/x who 
have fled the country are to be encouraged 
to return, and the balances due from them 
are to be recovered by gentle means ; and 
where balances are due from Reyuts who arc 
dead, you are to recover it from their Zm- 
digee *, if they had any ; and if not, you 
are to take a Mochulkai- from ihePutteels and 
Reyuts of the village, and write them off in 
your accounts. 

51. If anyperfon (hall deliver in aftate- 
ment containing charges of corruption 
againft the former or prefent Aumils^ &- 
ri/htadarSj ShambogeSj &c., or againft the 
farmers or Putteels^ the parties fliall be made 
Xo appear, and the money fhalJ be recovered 
from them. If any altercation arifes, refe- 

♦ Suppofed to fignify property, or the means of 
fubfiftance. 

t Means here a certificate that the deceafed left 
|io property ; or an obligation to apply the property 
that fliall afterwards be difcovered, to the liquidation 
pf the arrears of rent. 
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fence (hall be made to the Huzzoor and to 
your Cutchcry; and whatever diredions 
may be iflued from thence fhall be obeyed. 
If in future, upon fuch charges being pre- 
ferred, you (hall conceal and not examine 
them, and it (hould come to the knowledge 
of the Huzzoor and be proved, you (hall not 
only be made to pay the money in queftion^ 
but al(b be fined* 

52, There are many Koruchywaurs^ 
thieves, and highway robbers, in your di« 
(Irid : you are to find them out and appre- 
hend them, with their women and children; 
and having feleded from them all the young 
boys and girls who are wanted by Govern- 
ment as (laves, you (hall provide them with 
a fuitable allowance for their diet, at the 
rate of one (eer of rice and one pice per day, 
one with another, and fend them with great 
care, under charge of the Kelladar^ to the 
Huzzoor; the remainder, you (hall caufe to be 
bound by the waift with ropes, and employ 
them in carrying earth for the fervice of 
Government ; and you (hall allow each of 
them one dek fokbta of flour of Raugy^ and 



A 



[ 3^ ] 

a copper Caufs^. You fliall alfo report 
their condition to the Huzzoor, and to your 
Cutchery ; and obey fuch orders as fliall be 
iflued to you refpefting them. 

53. If any traveller, or perfon who is 
heirlefs, &c. fliall die within your difl:rid, 
his property fliall be feized for Government; 
and if any perfon fliall take pofleflion of 
the property of one who has died without 
leaving an heir, enquiry fliall be made, and 
twice the value fliall be taken from him ; 
and if afterwards an heir to the property 
fliould appear, it fliall be delivered over to 
him, and his receipt be taken for it. 

54. The horfes and bullocks belonging 
to Government are kept in your difl:ri(S to 
graze : you are to confider the care of thefe 
cattle as a charge of the fir ft importance. 
If the Jumily Ki/Iedar^ Serljhtadar^ Sham- 
hogeSj &c. fliall make ufe of a horfe or a 
bullock belonging to Government, five 
hundred rupees for each horfe, and twenty 
pagodas for each bullock fliall be taken from 

♦ A cafli or pice. 
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the perfons who made ufe of them, and they 
(hall be difmifled from their offices, and be 
turned out of the country. 

If any perfon who finds a ftray horfe or 
bullock bearing the Government - mark, 
fhall detain it in his own pofleffion, you 
ihall punifli fuch perfon. 

^^. If any perfon belonging to the army 
fliall take up his abode in your diftridl:, 
without having a pafs from Government, 
he (hall be feized, and information thereof 
ihall be fent to the Huzzoor^ from whence 
whatever order is iffued in the matter ftrall 
be obeyed. Merchants and people of the 
country are not to be flopped becaufe they 
have not pafles ; but public fcrvants, and 
other perfons are not to be fufFered to go 
without one : the obfervance of this rule is 
to be enforced at every village. 

56. You are toafcertain the exact diftance 
between every town and village throughout 
your diftrift, and the number of wells in 
which there is water, and the number of 
thofe that are dry on the roads ; as alfo 
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what thickets, hills, ftreams, embank- 
ments, plains, and tanks there are in the 
way,, and what particular fpots are fit for 
halting-places for an army. An account 
of thefe particulars is to be made, and kept 
in the Dufteer^ and one copy thereof is 
to be tranfmitted to the Huzzoor^ and one 
copy to your Cutchery, 

57. Whenever the bullocks employed in 
the fervice of Government fhall be fent into 
your diftria for Kulthee^ if there is Kulthce 
ready in the Cujbah^* you are, without a 
moment*s lofs of time, to fill it into bags^ 
and deliver it : and if the grain (hall be in 
the villages, you are, in the courfe of five 
or fix days, to have it brought in, and deli- 
vered in bags, taking a receipt for it ; and 
the bullocks are to be immediately difpatched 
with the grain. In cafe of a fingle day*s 
delay, you are to confider yourfelf asanfwe- 
rable for the hire of thefe cattle. Whea 
you difpatch the bullocks, you fhall, at 
the fame time, write information of the dif- 

♦ Principal town. 
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tancc which the army may be from your 
diftrift* 

58. A commiffion upon the Jummabundy 
of your diftrift, (exclufive of the Enaum^ 
DeoftauHy Akrar^ &c. lands,) of a quarter 
of a fanam Kunteeroy * upon every pagoda 
is allowed, for difcharging the pay of the 
Aumil^ Peifchears^ Beafps^ + and Munni- 
caurs. It is expefted that you keep up the 
full eftablifliment ofMunnicaurs and BeafpSy 
and pay them their fixed allowances, and 
taking the remainder for your own wages, 
fulfil your duty. If you keep more or lefs 
than the eftablifliment of Beafps and Munni^ 
caurSy you fliall refund the difference of 
the wages. The Aumily and other officers 
in the revenue department, fhall not trade; 
if they do, they will be made to forfeit 
double the amount of the concern in which 
they are found to be engaged. 

♦ Suppofing the pagoda to be worth 1 3I fanams 
kunteeroy^ the commiffion for the payment of the 
revenue officers, and eftabliihments mentioned in 
this articlci is fomething lefs than 2 per cent on the 
fcvenue. 

t Difmounted horfemen. 

D 
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59' R^l^s to be obfervcd in piuchafing 
articles that are required for the fcrvice of 
Government : 

A monthly price-current ihail be madjc 
with the affiftance of the SitheCy Wurtuk^ 
Cptwaul^ &c., for the Bazars in your dif* 
trid, which price-current ihall be figned 
and fealed by you. 

If Kool/bee * fells in the Bazar ^ by the 
price current, at 1 5 Deks for a Fanam^ you 
ihall jtake it at the rate of 1 7, and pay 
the mioney to the merchant, taking his 
receipt ; and where the eilablifhed pricfp 
of r/V^,- tooir^ moungj &c. fhall be ip 
Deh for a Fanam^ you (hall take 1 1 . Anc} 
the following are the rules to be obferved 
in the purchafe of articles which are ibid 
by weight : 

If the price of Ghee^ oil, and iron uten- 
fils, &c. ihall be at the rate of 2 pagodas 
per uttuly + you ihall dedud ^ Fanam out of 
every Pagoda^ and pay the purchafe money; 
one Fanam out 6f every Pagoda ihall alio be 

• A fort of pulfc. t M^und. . 
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deduded from the price of cloths, fheets, 
blankets, thread, tccj and the purchafe 
money fhall be paid to the merchant, taking 
his receipt fpecifying the particulars. 

60. You are to keep up an eftabliihment 
of bullocks in the iervice of Government 
in your diftnft, at the rate of 2 bullocks for 
every thoufand pagodas of jouryummaBundy; 
and you are to allow one pagoda Kunteercy 
per month for the hire of each : whatever 
goods or articles are required for the iervice 
of Government, are to be tranfported upon 
thefe bullocks, every one of which is to 
carry a load of 90 full deks^ or a weight of 
6 uttuls ; and thefe bullocks, when con- 
veying goods, are to travel at the rate of 4 
SuUaunet kurohs a day, and at the rate of 6 
kurohs a day when returning unloaded. 
You are to provide pads and faddles, and one 
man to every two bullocks for the care of 
them ; and you are never to keep thefe bul- 
locks unemployed, but be conftantly and 
iucceffively fending them with loads of 
goods. 

Whenever thefe bullocks (hall be wanted 

D2 
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by Government, you are to coUefk them 
together, and fend them in a drove, with 
an account of them. 

If any of thefe bullocks Ihould be of a 
fmall iize, you are neverthelefs not to di- 
miniih their loads : the proprietor of fuch 
bullocks muft cither bear the load himfelf, 
or find bullocks that will carry them. 

6 1. If a greater quantity of kulthee^ or 
other articles fhall be ordered, than can be 
tranfported to the army, to t\\tMoodeekhana* ^ 
or to jfigran puttun^ upon the bullocks in 
the fervice, others are to be hired for the 
occafion ; and the rate of hire to be paid 
for them, is one Fanam for every diftance 
of 4 Sultannee Kurohs which they may 
travel ; and each of thefe hired bullocks is 
to be difpatched with a load of 105 full 
deks of grain, or eight uttuls in weight. 
The hire, as above fixed, is to be paid, 
and a receipt to be taken. Frequent appli- 
cations are not to be made to Government 
about paying hire. ' 

* Purveyor's office. 
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62. Formerly the cuftoms were made a 
feparate farm; but this farm is difcontinued, 
and the cuftoms are to be collefted at each 
Mo%a throughout the diftridl, and are to be 
included in the Jummabundy. 

63. The Deojlaun lands are all to be re- 
fumed throughout your diftrift ; and after 
afcertaining to what Simpts* they formerly 
appertained, you fhall re-annex them, and 
include them in the Jummabundy of thofc 
Simpts. 

64., Whenever the towers and fortrefles 
of the villages in your diftri£l arc fur- 
rounded by hedges of Sikakauhee and Cujvu^ 
you are to raife behind fuch hedges, other 
hedges of Boha trees, other\yife called the 
Munjeenaur; where there are no fuch hedges 
as above defcribed, you are to make them 
of Sikakauhee^ Cujca^ and Boha. — You are 
alfo to enclofe plantations and fields with 
the Boha, and give ftrid: orders that no one 
fliall break them without permiffion from 
xh^Aumil. You are to make ihtReyuts 

* See note to the 28th article. 

D3 
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deliver annually a quantity of Boha^ ♦ in 
the proportion of 5 Utteels to every 1000 
pagodas in tht Jummabundy of your diftrift, 
and are to fend it to your Cutchery upon 
the bullocks which are kept in the fervice 
of Government. 

6^. The repairs of fuch forts, &c. as 
belong to the Ummul^ are to be made by 
the Aumil ; and the repairs of thofe which 
belong to the department of the Coondacbar 
and Kelladar^ are, according to the regula- 
tions, to be made by the Kel/adar— hut the 
whole expence of thefe laft repairs is never- 
thelefs CO be entered in your accounts of 
buildings. 

66. The j^umil of the diftrift ihall firft 
take a firelock himfelf, and Ihall require 
of the Reyuts, and of the Mujflemaun^ Mah^ 
rattahj and other inhabitants of the Cujbahy 
that every houfe (hall furnifh one man 
with a firelock, and on every Friday thefe 
nien fhall be aflembjed before the Aumil^ 

* This muft mean the Bark 0f Boba^ which is ufed 
for making ropes. 
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and made to go through the cxcrcifc— 
And in every village throughout the diftrid, 
the inhabitants fhall be required to keep 
firelocks, and to affcmble and go through 
the exercife every Friday; and every abfcntec 
ihall be fined in the fum of 5 fiinams — Re- 
gular mufter-rolls and accounts of the fineg 
are to be kept and tranfmitted to the Huz" 
%oor : thefe fines are not to be included in 
the Jummabundy. 

6y^ In the fort, there is a houfe belong- 
ing to Government, appointed for the Cut- 
chery : befides this, if there ihould be 
any other houfe belonging to Government, 
for the refidcnce of the Kelladar and Aumil^ 
well and good ; otherwife houfes, contain- 
ing each of them twenty CheJhmaiSy^ fhall 
be erefted at the diftance of 50 Her as from 
the Cutchery, at the expence of Govern- 
ment, for the Kelladar and Aumily and 
they are to be kept in repair by Govern- 
ment—One of thefe buildings is for the- 
refidcnce of the Kelladar^ and the other for 

* ThU word, it is fuppofed, meant apertures for 
atr and light, doors and windows. 
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the Ummuldar ; and whoever happens to be 
xhtAumilznA Kdladar fliall occupy them; 
there is no occafion for more than twenty 
Chejhmais in each. The Kdladar and Aumil 
fhall fit and tranl'adt their bulinefs together 
in one of the Chejhmais of the Cutchery— . 
If there is no Cutchery in the fort, a Cut- 
chery containing 7 Chejhmais ihdW be built, 
and they fhall both tranfadt bufinefs in it. 

68. If the Reyuis^ in difcharge of their 
rents, (hall offer gold, filver, copper, or 
brafs, thefe articles are not to be difpofed 
of to traders, but are to be purchafed for 
Government, according to the price-current 
of the Bazar ; and to be entered in the ac- 
counts of the office, and to be forwarded 
with the account of them to the Cutchery 
at the fame time with the fupplies of flores. 
If in breach of this rule you fhall allow 
thefe articles to be difpofed of to merchants, 
and receive the purchale money on account 
of Government, you will incur the difplea- 
fure of Government. 

6^. The Cauzees and other refpeftable, 
Mahbmedans, and fuch as follow the pro- 
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fcflion of arms, (hall be exempted through- 
out your diftrift from the payment of any 
houfe tax, or tax upon grain and other 
things which they may bring from the 
country for their food, 

70. You (hall feize zWPa^/reSj and-Cr////- 
Jlauns * that are to be found within your 
diilrict, and fend them under a guard to 
the Huzzoor — and you (hall enquire and 
afccrtain what ZlnJigie^ grain, cattle, land, 
and platjtations, &c. they poflefs, and (hall 
{equefter the whole thereof for Government; 
and you (hall deliver over the lands and 
plantations to other Reyuts^ whom you 
(hall encourage to cultivate them, as, in 
cafe they are not cultivated, you will be 
required to make good what they (hould 
have produced — In future, if any perfon of 
the caft of Cullijlaun (hall take up his abode 
in your diftridl, you (hall, according to 
the above direftions, feize him, with his 
family and children, and fend him and them 
to the Huzzoor. 

^ Chriftianf. 
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71. The following rules are to be obfcr- 
ved in firing falutes on days of rejoicing, 
and in celebrating viftories, 6cc. : on the 
day appointed for celebrating feftivals, vic- 
tories, &c,, the guns are to be fired at the 
tenth Gurry of the day ; and falutes to the 
Sultaun are to be fired at the time when he 
is paffing in ftate : falutes for viftories ob- 
tained by commanders of troops, are to be 
fired according to order. 

The occafions upon which falutes are to 
be fired, and the number of guns at each, 
are as follow : 

On the Eede Ulmumeneen, the 
1 3th of Rejeh 20 guns 

On the SultaufCs birth-day, the 
1 4th of the month of Toolooee 30 

The Eede of Rumzaun, &c., in 

the month of Showaul ao 

The Eede of Zeehuje^ on the 

joth of that month 20 

The anniverfary of the Sultaun^ s - 

Reign, the ^d o( Beyhauree 50 

A victory obtained by thtSul/aun 20 
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allowance of i o Fanams^ and a quantity of 
ground yielding i o Fanams fhall be granted 
for the purpofe. The Putteeh fliall alfo fur- 
niih a daily quantity of oil, weighing 2 
Fulooces^^ to light the Mofque ; and land 
for the fupport of the expence of the oil 
(hall like wife be appropriated, and the M?fl- 
las fliall be enjoined to inftruft the Maho- 
medan children in reading, and fliall read 
prayers to the Mahomedan inhabitants, 

73. Every perfon who fliall become a con- 
vert to the Mahomedan faith, if he be ^Reyutj 
fhall only pay half the ufual afleflment, and 
fliall be exempted from thepayment of houfe 
tax ; and if he is a dealer in merchandize, 
his goods fliall pafs duty-free. Befide this, 
there are other rules laid down in the regu- 
lations for theCauzees of the Simpts^ a copy 
of which you mufl: obtain from the office, 
and adhere to them. 

Heretofore the meafure of a Khundee has 
been of various capacities ; they are all now 
to be difcontinued, and the following ftan- 

* Pice. 
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dard of meafure is fixed— The weight of 30 
Fanams Kunteeroy is one rupee ; 24 rupees 
make one light Dek * ; 3 and i light Deks 
are equal to one full Dek t weighing 84 
rupees ; 1 6 full Deks make one Kuro^^ 
and 20 Kuros one Kbundee. It is ordered 
that according to this ftandard, meafures 
fhall be made in all the diflridts, with Go- 
vernment-ftamps upon them ; and that all 
grain be bought by thefe meafures filled to 
the brim : that the weight may be exadt to 
a fingle Dek. It is alfo ordered that all the 
old wooden meafures be broken, and that 
the old weights and meafures of iron, &c. 
be delivered up to Government, 

A Kupee is to be denominated Jo%e ; a 
Kuro^ Beyd ; and a Kbundee^ Ahia ; and 
by thefe new names they are to be ex- 
prefled in all accounts, 

75. The former names of Seer^ Derra^ 
and Maund are to be difcontinued ; and 
throughout all the diftrifts, weights of the 

* In the original Dek Khaun. 
•f* In the original Dek Pokhta. 
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under^written names and ftandard are to be 
made, with the Gove rnment-ft amp upon 
them, and to be every where ufed in their 
ftead; and they are to be exprefled in all 
accounts by the names now given ; and all 
the old weights are to be thrown away.— 
The Seer is to be called Dek ; and the Dek 
is to weigh 24 Rupees. The Derra is to 
be called Hub ; and the Hub is to weigh 10 
Deks. The Mun ( Maund ) is to be called 
Uttul ; and the Uttul is to weigh 4 Hubs 
or 40 Deks. 

76. A Derra Sheraiee has been fixed 
upon to be ufed in meafurlng lands, and in 
building fortifications, &c. It is fent to 
you, and you are to caufe tlie meafurement 
of lands, &c. to be made by this Derra^ 
Thirty-two Derras are to make one Lub ; 
and the meafurement of all lands is to be 
exprefled in Lubs. 

77. The meafure of the Derra is founded 
upon the Culma "Teyeebee^ * in which there 
Ve 24 letters, and contains 2/^NiranguJhts\^ 

♦ The Mahomedan confeffion of Faith. 
+ A Thumb-breadth. 
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that is to fay 24 Wtrangujhts make half a 
Derra Sultaunee^ and 48 Nirangujbts make 
a complete Derra. The meafure of a iVir- 
rangujbt is determined as follows : i o grains 
of fine rice, weighing 6 Tahas^ make i 
Nirangujht Jowan ;* 7 grains of coarfe rice, 
weighing 6 Tahas^ make 1 Wtrangujht\ 
7 grains of wheat, weighing 4 Tahas^ + 
make i Nirangujht ; 3 Nirangujbts make i 
G^rr^ ; 8 Gerras i a D^rr^ ; and 16 
Gerras 1 Derra. 

77. The following Royal ftandardis fixed 
for the meafure of diftances : 

Two Gurries make one Kurob ; and 3000 
military paces are equal to one Gurrie^ each 
pace being the length of one Derra Sultau- 
nee ; fo that 6,000 Sultaunee Derras make 
one Kurob f or a journey of z Gurries. 

Orders are to be given to the Reyuts on 
the confines of every village, to meafure, 
with Sultaunee DerraSy all the roads, both 

♦ Here means a full grown perfon. 

t Iq the original 14, which inufi be a iniftake. 
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high roads and bve roads, and to mark 
every Kuroh by planting a Burrh-lxcc on 
the riffht hand lide» and a Goolar and Neem 
tree on the left hand fide of the roads, at 
thofe diftances ; and they are to be enjoined 
to be particularly careful of the prefervation 
of thefe trees. 

You are to pay hire for the carriage and 
conveyance of goods according to thefc 
Kurohs. 

7 8, If there are ten iron-founderies in 
your diftrift, you are, by encouragement, to 
increafe them to double the number ; and 
according to the indents and mufters fent 
from the Huzzoor^ you are to have iron 
JDubas * and fteel Kuhuttees + made and 
forwarded. Whenever an order comes to 
your Cutchery for iron fliot and DubaSy 
you are to forward them without the fmall- 
eft delay. Ironmongers may make all forts 
of implements of iron, but you are to take 
care that they do not fell ihot. You arc 

* Shells. 

•f- A fort of cutlafs or fword. 
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alfo to afcertain where there are mines of 
iron and fieel, and obtain from thence the 
utmoft poffible quantity of each of thofe 
articles, which you are to take the greateft 
care of. 

79. You are to purchafe faltpetre at the 
rates under mentioned, and forward it, ac« 
cording to the indents which may be fcnt 
for it, from your Cutchery. 

There arc four kinds, viz : 



In perfedt cryflals 
thrice boiled, 


each UttuI 


4i» 


Second, in broken 






cryflals. 
Third, in grains, 
Fourth, in duft, 


do. 
do. 
do* 


4 

3i 

3 



80. The names of the ^na + , &c. which 
have been fixed by Government, are as 
follows : and they are to be written in this 
way in all accounts. 

« The Per/ian letter MA^nit in the original for 
FanafUf and the dot • for half a Fanam. 

t Meaning the different coins of the cotuitry. 
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9 7>yi, make I UJSab; 5 Uddbahs^ iBeh'^ 
7 jB^^/> I jiyai 16 -^fK^^^j i Taha\ and 
16 Tahas^ i Fanam. 

So that 1 Fanam coniifts of 256 -^4X, or 
1 79Z Behas^ or 8360 Uddbahs^ or 40,680 

Weight in Poppy Grains. 

I Pagoda 14,400. 

I Fanam 1,600. 

I T*aha — — 100. 
I jlya — ^ — 6J. 

8 1 . There are vintners' (hops in your dil^ 
tri£t ; whenever you find four of thefe fhops, 
you ihall fupprefs two of them ; and dou« 
ble the* tax upon the remaining two. 

82. In your diftri£t there are fhops for 
the fale of inebriating liquors made from 
herbs, upon which you (hall double the 
tax which has been heretofore colle(fted 
from them. 

83. Formerly there were plantations, vil- 
lages, and houfes, &c. under the control 
of the Kelladar. They are no longer to 
be continued fo, and the plantations and 
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the Cutwaul of the villages, &c. are placed 
under your direction. If a habitation is 
wanted for one of your people, you (hall 
caufe the houie of fome perfon who is heir- 
lefs, and who may be defirous of felling his 
houfe, to be made over to him by fale ; 
taking care that the purchafe money for 
it is paid to the proprietor. You are not to 
give a houfe which is the property of one 
perfon to another. The people who are 
under the Kelladar^ in the fervice of Gro- 
yernment, are employed as fentries, and 
in guarding ftores : and it is not proper to 
allow them to have any thing to do with 
plantations or civil concerns. This order 
has been alfo inferted in the regulations for 
the Kelladars. All plantations, &c. which 
have heretofore been under the control of 
the Kelladafj are to be refumed and put 
under the Athoome management. 

84. The people of the Athoonee and 
Ahajhaum are not to be paid their wages, 
by ^unkhaus upon the villages, but you 
ihall pay them in ready money, and into 
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their own hands, under the pain of the 
difpleafure of Government. 

85. All the lame and blind in your dif- 
tri£t are wanted to work at the * Bhuta- 
kujhee^ &c. You are therefore to coUedl 
them together, and having given them an 
allowance for travelling charges, you ane 
to fend them to your Cutchery, and take 
a receipt for them. You arc alfo to find 
out + orphan children, and giving to each of 
them one full Dek of rice, and one Fulooce^ 
you are to fend them to the Huzzoor. 

* 

86. It has been the praftice in the dif- 
trifts, for Government's principal fervants, 
^eajecaurs \ , i&c. to take villages and land^ 
in farm. You are directed !to annul alt 
fuch farms, and to give the lands to the 
Reyuts to cultivate. In future you are 
upon no account to farm out villages or 
lands to perfbns of this defcription ; a breach 

* Siippofed to mean Workhoufes in which fuch 
people may be ufeful. 

t In the original Beywauries^ written, 1 imagine^ 
by miftake, inftead of BeywaulUe. 

X Clerks, Mutfuidies. 
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of this order will incur the fevered dif- 
pleafure. 

87. It has been a pradlice in the diftrlfts, 

for the Mokuddums and Reyuts^ Sec. to pay 

a bribe of 50 or 100 pagodas a year to the 

officers of Government, for orders upon 

the jiumils and farmers to exempt them 

from behig preffcd. You are to make 

ftrift inquiry into this matter in future; 

and having found out the perfons who (hall 

have taken this bribe, you are to make 

fuch of them as are upon the fpot refund 

the moniCy, and pay it into Government. 

And if the perfons who have taken it (hall 

be at the Huzzoor or other places, you ftiall 

fend an account thereof to the Huzzo&r^ 

that it may be levied from them* 

88, People belonging to the jithoonee 
have frequently occafion to go from one 
village to another upon public bufinefs : 
in that cafe when they are to pafs in and 
out of the fort, you are to addrefs a note 
to the Kelladary and require a pafs for them 
from him, which you are to fend to the 
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gate, and you are to call the people before 
you and examine them ; and obferve the 
fame rule when you fend them out; and 
you are to note down your obfervance of 
this rule in your journal. 

89. The bullocks of Government which 
appertain to' the Imcrut Mihtl are fent to 
your Cutchery to be trained : you are to 
deliver them in charge to the Putteels of 
the villages; and whenever there may be 
Punna * belonging to Government, the 
bullocks are to be trained to the draught 
by yoking them to the plough thereof; 
and when there is no Punna belonging: to 
Government, they arc to be yoked to the 
ploughs of the Putteels. If the Shamboges 
or Reyuts (liall prefume to yoke them to 
their ploughs, a fine fhall be exacted of 20 
pagodas for every bullock fo yoked. Strict 
orders are alfo to be given to the Putteels to 
take the Government bullocks everyday to 
the Jungle, and to bring them back in the 
evening, and to picket them in their ftalls 
within the fort, and feed them well. When* 

* Muft be fome particular denomination of land. 
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ever an order comes from your Cutchery 
for bullocks, you are to furnifh them im- 
mediately. 

90. A new eflablidiment of Munnlcaun 
Sbamboges, Beajps, &c. has been fixed for 
the diflri^t : they are to be kept up accord- 
ing to that eftabliHiment, and the perform- 
ance of their duties to Government is to be 
exacted from them. If any of the old or 
new Shamboges or Serljhtadars are unfit for 
their officeSi you are to report the matter 
to the Huzzoor^ and adhere to fuch order as 
you ihall receive thereupon. 

91. It is ordered that a quantity of flraw 
be annually gathered together in your dif- 
tri£l, in the proportion of one Kiar to every 
pagoda ofthe land tax, {pvjummabundy^ ex- 
cluiive of cuftom, houfe tax, &c.) The 
Kiar to confift of a Pujhtara ♦ of the cir- 
cumference of 3f Derras; and two fuch 
Vujhtaras making one load : and you are 
to gather it in this proportion from all the 
villages, and require the Mokudums and 

* Burden. 



i 



[ 56 ] 

farmers, during the period of making the 
collcftions, to fee it gathered in the vil- 
lages, and preferved with care. 

If the ftable horfcs, or artillery bullocks 
ihall be fent to your diftri<9: to graze, 
you are according to order to deliver the 
flraw in Kiars of the above meafurement, 
and take receipts for it. There is no occa- 
lion for the fervants belonging to the ftablesf 
to go themfelves to the villages and coUcdt 
ftraw as they pleafe. The Sair horfemen 
muft alfo take ftraw from the Reyuts by 
equitable purchafe, and not by violence, 
the obfervance of this rule is enjoined to 
them in their regulations. If any perfon 
takes ftraw by force, you are to feize him 
and fend him to the Huzzoor ; and if you 
cannot feize him, you are to afcertain his 
name, and the narne of his Rifaladar and 
Jemadar J and report them to the Huzzoor^ 
that he may be fent for and puniflicd. 
Whatever quantity of ftraw, accumulated 
for Government, fliall remain at the end 
of the year, over and above the quantity 
required for confumption, is to be fold, 
and the money* produced by the fale is to 
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be paid in to Government. 'Hie Reyuts 
are to be forbid to fell any flraw without 
your order. 

92. It is ordered, that in every diftrift 
which pays 1000 pagodas, the Reyuts (hall 
keep four brood-mares. You are accord- 
ingly to feleft fuch of the Reyuts from all 
the villages in your diArid as are truft- 
worthy men, and who underftand the 
keeping and care of horfes, and equally 
diAribute amongft them the charge of 
keeping a number of mares in proportion 
to the Jummabundy of your diftrift. If 
the Reyuts (hall require pecuniary adiftance 
to enable them to purchafe mares, you 
muft let them have it at the rate of 100, 
150, or 200, rupees for each. A number 
of hor(es are brought for fale to the Nur^ 
putty* yatira-Yj and the Reyuts may pur- 
cha(e and bring them from thence. Two 
(lallions have been (eat by Government 
into every diftrift to breed from, and you 
muft iflTue ftrid: injunftions that all the 
mares (hall be covered by thefe (lallions, 

♦ The name of a place* f A fair. 
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and not by other horfcs. Whenever foals 
are brought forth, you are to fend for the 
owner,, and advance money to him, at the 
rate of loo rupees for each foal, to enable 
him to feed them ; and you are to direft 
the follov^dng mode to be obferved in feed- 
ing them: for the firft month the foal is 
to be fed with 3 Deks of milk every day; 
from that time till it is fix months old, one 
light Dek of butter, and one full Dek of 
flour of vetches is to be given daily, mixed 
with the milk ; after the end of the fix 
months the milk is to be difcontinued, and 
in addition to the flour of vetches and but* 
ter, two full Deks of Coulthee is to be 
given to the foal, until it has attained the 
age of one year, from which time the 
flour and butter are to be left off; and till 
the next year the foal is to be fed with 4 
Deks of boiled Coulthee. 

During the firft year the foal is to be 
tied with a ftring, and fuffered to go with 
its dam to graze ; and after that period, if 
it is a colt, it is to be feparated from the 
dam, and fufFered to graze by itfelf with 
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a ftring about its neck ; but if it is a filly 
it need not be feparated from its dam. 

A brood-mare is to be fed with 3 Deks 
of boiled Couhhce every day. The foals, 
both coles and fillies, are to be backed and 
broke as foon as they have attained the age 
of one year and a half, and at two or three 
years they are to be fent to the Huzzoor for 
examination, when they will be purchafed 
at fuitable prices, from 200 to 500 rupees 
each ; and after deducing the fura which 
may, as above mentioned, have been ad- 
vanced by Government, the balance will 
be paid to the owner. 

If a Reyut is defirous of felling his horfe 
elfewhere, he is not to do fo without the 
knowledge of the Aumily and is not to 
take a lefs price than 200 rupees, but may 
fell him for more than that fum ; and out 
of the price which he receives he is to pay 
back to Government the advance which 
may have been made to him. Every Au- 
mil who fliall keep up a greater number of 
brood-mares in his diftrid than he is re- 
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quired to do by this regulation, will mcri| 
the approbation of Government, 

You are defired to fend all the colts 
which are now to be found in your diftridt 
of two years old, with their owners, to 
the Huzzoorj that, after being examined, a 
proper price may be given for them. 



You" are again defired to be ftriftly at- 
tentive to the orders contained in this rule ; 
and you are moreover directed to keep a 
regular account of the brood-mares and 
foals that are with the Reyuts, and you 
arc alfo to provide the food of the ftallions 
that are given by Government, and take 
care that they are kept in high condition, 
fo that they may propagate the fpecies. 

93. Tobacco has hitherto been prepared 
with Ipirits and other deftrudtive things to 
increafe its ftrength ; this is forbid, and it 
is ordered that tobacco fhall only be pre- 
pared with yaggree*. Let an injundtion 

• Molafles. 
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to this efFeA be laid upoa all the people of 
the diflriiSt 

94. Heretofore Turmeric has been boiled 
with cow-dung. This is forbid, and it is 
ordered that in future Turmeric fhall be 
boiled with red oker throughout your dif- 
tria. 

55 *. All the rules neceflary to be ob- 
ferved are laid down in this code, and are 
to be adhered to. If any cafe (hall occur 
not provided for, requiring reference to the 
Huzzoorj let fuch reference be made ; and 
the order iflbed in confequence be obeyed. 

96. The following rates are eftablifhed 
for the purchafe and fale of gold, filver, 
and copper, the obfervance of which you 
are to ftridtly enjoin to all fliopkeepers, 
fhrofFs, and traders, in your diftrift. And 
whenever thefe articles are purchafed for 
Government, they are to be taken at i or 

* The original article bearing this No. appears 
to have been at firft omitted, and at laft mifpiacedy 
by the Perfian copyift. It ought properly to h^ve 
been included in the 125th article. 
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2 ^ahas under this rate ; and as the valtid 
of the gold happens to be greater or left 
by the aflay, fo Ihall the price be greater 
or lefs, in the proportions hereunder fixed : 







Fanams Km 


Hun Bahadurrie 




each Hun * * 


»5 


Jumjheiree 




do. 


12 


Feringie Put 




do. 


lO 


Saunvoree 






do. 


9i 


Dhaurwauzee 




do. 


IO| 


Paudjhahy 




do. 


lOi 


Soobroy 




do. 


lOf 


Nundee 




do. 


loi 


Fankutputtee 




do. 


Hi 


Poolee 




do. 


Hi 


Adhoonee Mahomudjhahee do. 


Hi 


Rauje Gopaulec 




do. 


12 


Kurg 




do. 


IZ 


Purlee Caveri 




do. 


12 


Sarraree Causy 


each 






weighing i Pagoda 


do. 


15 


Causf IJiamboUj 


each 






weighing i Pagoda 


do. 


14 


Durkec 




do. 


III 


♦ Pagoda^ a CiiaU 


« 

coin. 


t Conftantinoplc 
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Fanams K» 

^claNlpaukf weighing 

5 Huns each Hun 4 

Jifringee •do. ijf 

Hurunpulce do# 1 1 
Weir Roy do. 122 Tahas 

Nageree do. • loi 

Gunglee do. i o J 

Mamoor Khanee do. i o 

Ghoontee do. 1 2 
Gold of \\\^ ylyars^ 

weighing i Pagoda do» i j 
Silver^ every 4 3^<9z^j 

or Rupees do. i2i 

Copper each 2)^>i i 
Rupees of Chillauziny^ 

Zereganne^ Terbapoo^ 

ree^ and Sooritee each + Ci&^>t^ 1 3 

97. Whenever fheep belonging to Go- 
vernment are kept to graze, you (hall every 
year caufe them to be (horn ; and you are to 
receive charge of their wool from tlie De^ 
rogha of the Imerut Mihil^ with a fpecifi- 
cation of its weight, and are to give a re« 

* Degrees of purity, Touckes. 
t Every four. 
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ceipt for it. This wool you are to deliver 
to Nadaufs *, at fixed wages, to work it 
into the beft felt, and are to fend the felt 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzoor. If 
good felt cannot he made, you are then to 
forward the wool to your Cutchery, and 
take a receipt for it. 

98. Such of the cattle and fheep as have 
got the rot, you Ihall deliver to dealers in 
leather, and caufe them to tan and prepare 
the leather, which you are to take for Go- 
vernment, and tranfmit it to your Cutchery; 
and you Ihall let the tanners take the flelh 
of the animals inftead of other pay, which 
you are not to allow them. 

99. Heretofore merchants and traders 
under this Government have been accu* 
ftotned to go to the dependanciesof C&^^;7i3f* 
patam + to purchafe fait and other articles* 
All intercourfe with that province is now 
forbid : and you are to notify to the mer- 

* Cotton cleaners means here workmen who make 
felt, woollen-drapers, 

t Madras. 
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chants, that ialt abounds in Khojhaulpore^ 
Kooriauly Dhonavir^ Merjaun^ Angola^ and 
other places at the foot of the Ghauts^ de- 
pendent on Nagore^ and in th(^ dependan- 
cies of Calicut ; and diredt them to go to 
whichever of thefe places is neareft to that 
of their refidencc, for the purchafe of fait, 
and not to go to the dependancies of Chee^ 
napatam. 

If any merchant, in difobedience of this 
order, fhall privately go into the Cheena- 
patam province, for the purchafe of lalt, 
&c., you fhall, after enquiry, feize his 
Zindigaunee * with his cattle, and alfb the 
fait, for Government; and moreover fine 
the offender, and. threaten him fo as to 
deter him from the hke offence in future. 

If merchants belonging to Cheenapatam 
province (hall come into the dependancies 
of this Government, for the purchafe or 
fale of goods, fait, &c., you fhaW make 
them prifoners, and feize their cattle and 

* Should be Zindigee, but copied from the ori<9 

F 
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goods for Government ; and you fliall re- 
port the matter to the Huzxoor^ and attend 
to fuch order as fhall be given. 

100. You are to keep up the full number 
of exprefs Hlrcarrahs fixed in theeftablilh- 
ment of your Diftrid, and in concert with 
the Ktlladar and the Mutfuddee of both de- 
partments, you are to pay them fevcrally 
their fixed wages and allowance for lamp- 
oil and paper, taking receipts from them. 

The rate at which they are to travel, is 
determined to be one Kuroh Sultaunee in one 
Gurry and a half. Addreflcs and letters from 
the DewaneCj Bukjhee^ and the Ahajhaum 
Cutcherics, &c,,and articles for the ufe of 
Government, are to be forwarded by thefe 
exprcflcs ; and letters and goods of other 
perfons are not to be fent by them : if any 
perfon fhall infringe this rule, he (hall be 
puniihed, and meafures are to be taken to 
prevent it in future. 

loi. In the villages of your diftrift, there 
are FakecrU booths : many of thefe Fakeers 
have a praftice of adminiftcring intoxicating 
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Ijquori and herbs to the inhabitants and 
paflcngers, you are to lay ftrid injunftion 
upon fuch Fakeers as have already got fixed 
booths, to refrain from this mischievous 
praflice ; and whoever (hall notwithftand-. 
ing perfevere therein, is to be expelled the 
country ; you are alfo not to fufFer any more 
Fakeer*s booths to be ert&td in the villages 
in future. 

102. Formerly it has been a praftice for 
the jiumi/ znd officers of Government, and 
other people, to purchafe and fell aban- 
doned girls and orphan children, &c. ; and 
abandoned girls have frequently been taken 
into the Deo/Ian.^ In future they are not 
to be fold abroad, or to be lodged in the 
Deoftan^ but are to be collected together for 
Government ; and you are to fend them 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzoor, 
allowing them each at the rate of one full 
Dek of rice, and one FuloocCj until their 
arrivals at the prefence. 

• Tho Hindoo Tempks* 

r 2 
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loj. During the time of war and tumtult^ 
the jiumil and Kelladar (hall caufe their 
families to remain at the feat of Govern- 

m 

menty and {hall themfelves be in their forts 
attending to their duties. 

104. In your diftrift there are banker's 
ihops eftabliflied under the control of the 
Milikatugar * : you are to give the Shroffs 
and clerks the allowance which is fixed 
underneath, and you are to advance to each 
of them 1 000 Pagodas, to enable them .to 
deal in gold, filver, and copper, &q. 

If any other Seethee + oiWurtuck^ (hall, in 
future, of himfelf, deal in thefe articles ac- 
cording to the mode praftifed heretofore, 
he is to be confidered as a defaulter to Go*- 
vernment, and be fined ; if they deal with 
the Shroffs appointed ^s above by Govem* 
ment, there is no objeftion to it. 



* Head of the commercial Department|<-«-Lord 
of trade. 

t Money dpsUler^} ihop4;^cpe]:s« 
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Pay of each Sbrofpct 

months . . • J 

Each Mutfuddee or clerk - % 

105. An eflabli(hment of 'pecms and Ci- 
matis *, &c., flationed at the fort for the 
iervice of the Ahajhaum f , has been fixed 
by the Huzzoor ; and it is ordered that the 
KeUadar and Aumil^ attended by the officers 
of both their departments, fhall fit toge« 
ther once in every two months, and mufter 
them: and after difmifiing all fuch of them 
as are old and infirm, ihall draw out a 
mufter- roll of the remainder, and pay them 
their wages fix times in a year into their 
own hands ; and they (hall alfo receive, 
into the fervice, able young men as recruits, 
and pay them their wages in the fame 
manner. It is alio ordered that mufter- 
rolls and abftradls of their pay be tranf- 
mitted by you once in every two months, 
under your feal and fignature, to the Huz-^ 
%oor and to your Cutchery. If, upon exa« 

• BildarSf pioneers* 

t Royal retinue, body-guard. 
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mination by the NaikwarrieSj it fliall appear 
thatoIdandinfirmmen,orfuchas are under 
age, are kept in this fervice, the amount 
of their pay, as well as a fine, will be 
exa6ted from you. 

io6. Houlcundaya land is given to the 
Condachar * Peons in lieu of wagesi-^with 
this knd the Balcundaya or wafte land is 
intermixed. You are to. enc^uire into this 
matter, and leaving with the Peons the 
cultivated lapd, you are to di&ontinue die 
Bialcundaya or wafte land, and in Heu 
thereof are to give them land which has 
lain fallow 5 or 6 years, and is become fit 
for cultivation, fo as to make up the full 
cjuantity to them according to their efta- 
bKlhment ; diftributing it to them indivi- 
dually through the Kelladar and Mut^ 
fuddles 

Whenever one of thefe Peons dies, you 
are to enlift one of his brethren or family, 
who (hall b^ fit for fervice, in his place ; and 
deliver over to him the land and its produce ; 

• Garrifon3f vide article 1.13, 
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and if he (hall have died h^irlefs, the 
produce of his land, then on the groutid, 
fhall go to Government^ and you (hall enlift 
ibme able-bodied man, and deliver the 
land to him. When the produce of thefe 
lands are ripe, the Peijhkaur^ Aumily and 
Munjhoor^ with the Mutfuddies of both de- 
partments, are to go and take an exa£t: 
mcafurement of the produce, and having 
entered it in the accounts, give it up to 
the Peons. 

« 

Whoever (hall keep wafte land in his 
pofieffion, is to be reproved and fined, and 
to be made to cultivate it. It is fixed that 
they (the Peons) fhall be paid fix times in 
a yearj you fhall therefore, every two 
months, fettle their accounts, and after 
fetting off half the amount of the pro- 
duce of the land againfl the total of their 
wages, you are to pay them the remainder 
through the Kelladar^ in ready money, fb 
that it fhall come into their own hands, 
and you are to take the Kel/adar^s receipt 
for it. 

If. the Kelladar^ Seri/btadar^ or Naik- 
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waursj fhall keep the lands of the Peons 
in their own hands and cultivate them, the 
lands are to be taken from them, and they 
Ihall be made to pay double the value of 
the produce, together with a fine, to Gfo- 
vernment. 

107. Whenever P^(9«i are detached upon 
the affairs of Government, an account is 
to be kept of the time allowed them for 
abfence. If they fhould exceed their time 
by one or two days only, no notice need 
to be taken of it ; but if they fhould be 
ftill longer abfent, their pay for the period 
of fuch abfence is to be flopped and forfeit- 
ed to Government. 

108. You are ordered to keep up the full 
complement of Peons of the Ahajhaum^ 
according to the fixed eftablilhment ; and 
when men are wanted to complete their 
number, you are to m«ke choice of thofe 
who are of the Byder caft, and of Reyuts 
who belong to the families of thtolA Peons^ 
and alfo of able-bodied Peons who are out 
of the fervice. The Kelladar has received 
an order fimilar to this : it muft be flriftly 
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adhered to^ without deviation. You are 
to enlift the men and fumiih them with 
their pay, and are to take a receipt from 
the Kelladar. In cafe men of the defcrip- 
tions above mentioned are not to be had, 
you are to prevail upon poor Ryuts^ who 
live 5 or 6 in a houfe together, to enlifl ; 
and are to complete the number of jAba^ 
Jbaum men and pioneers, who are wanted 
for the fort, from them. If you fail to com- 
plete thefe corps by fbme one of thefe 
ways, you will incur the fevereft dif* 
pleafure. 

1 09. The Kelladar y Munjboor^ &c. are not 
to refide in the Government Houfe. If 
there are any deferted houfes in the fort, 
let one of 20 Chejhmais for the Kelladar^ 
and pne of 5 Chejhmais for the Mun/hoor^ 
be put in repair at the expence of Govern- 
ment, and be given to them. If there are 
no deferted houfes within the fort, let two 
buildings, containing the number of Chejb- 
mais above fpecified, be erefted for thofc 
officers. They have received orders to 
this efFed, and you are to furuifh a fuffi- 
ciency of materials for building them, for 



J 
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which you are to take a receipt from the 
Kelladar. A houfe of 20 Chejhmais has alfo 
been ordered for the Aumil: not a (ingle 
additional Chejhmais is to be made at the 
expence of Government. The houfes be- 
longing to Government, as well as the 
lioufes that have been deferted, are to be 
kept in repair at the expence of Govern* 
ment. If at any time a (hop-keeper or 
Shroff (hall apply for one of the deferted 
houfes, it is to be delivered tohim, making 
him pay a certain price for it to Govern- 
ment. 

1 10. If the Kelladar (hould occa(ion any 
obftruftion to the civil authority, you are 
to addrefs the Dew an of the Cutchery of 
your diftrift, and get an injunftion iflTued 
tohim from the Bukjhee^ which you are to 
deliver to him. The officers of both De- 
partments are ftriftly enjoined to conduft 
themfelves (b that no interruption (hall be 
given to the fervicc of Government ; and 
if thefe orders are not attended to, and the 
bu(incfs of Government (hould fufFer injury, 
both will be called to account for it. 
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tti. Supplies of wood and ropeSf ami 
articles for repairing the fort, are frequeotlj 
wanted. The Kelladar will make his pio- 
neers furnifh fuch articles as are to be pro- 
cured in the wildernefs, free of coft ; aad 
you are dirr£ked to fupply him with thole 
which muft he obtained by purchafe, ta- 
king his receipt for them^ which fliall fpe- 
dfy the price. 

112. It refts upon you to keep up com* 
plete the number of men of the Atboonee 
and AJkadam *, fo that the buiinefs of Go- 
vernment may go on without interruption* 
In cafe the full number (hould not be kept, 
and any delay (hould arife in the difpatch 
of the petitions and addrefles to Govern* 
ment you will be made to anfwer for it.— 
An account of the arrivals of thefe people 
is to be kept alfo in the Kelladar* s office* 

113. Houlcundaya land has been given to 
the Feons belonging to the fort : it is there- 
fore ordered that, for the purpofe of culti- 
vating thefe lands, one half of the Peons 

^ Poft-office, meflengersi couriers. 
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Aall have leave of abfence once in every 
eight days, and the other half (hall remain 
on guard, &c. in the fort : an exadl and 
regular account is to be kept of all who are 
prefent and abfent, and the pay of thofc 
who are abfent is to be flopped during the 
period of fuch abfence, for Government.— • 
An order fimilar to this has been given to 
the Kelladarj and you are to fee that he 
attends to it ; and you are to report the 
number of Peons who are upon duty or 
abfent, to your Cutchery and to the Hu%- 
woon 

114. If the Peons of the Ctfondachar 
Peons are detached upon duty, within the 
diftrift, to a diftance not exceeding 40 
Kurohsy there is no . occafion to give them 
Batta ; but if this diftance (hall be exceed- 
ed by even two Kurohs^ you are to allow 
them Batta at the rate of 5 Kunteeroy Fa- 
nams per man, and you are to pay it to them 
purfuant to order from your Dewan Cut- 
chery, and take their receipt for it. 
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1 1 5* The under- writen rules are to be 
obierved in laying in provifions and ftores : 

The ftores which are required for the 
principal and inferior fortreffes, are mentio- 
ned in the regulations for the Kellaiars : 
you are to tranfcribe thole regulations, and 
having obferved what kind of fort there is 
in your diftriAy you are to dehver the full 
quantity of ftores required for it to the KeU 
ladarznASeriJhtadarj taking a receipt for 
the fame. The quantity of lamp-oil for 
the iervice of the fort is included in the 
eftablifliment of the Ahajbaum^ according 
to which it is to be daily given out ; and 
at the periods when ftores and provifions 
are depofited in the magazines, you are to 
lay in a proportionable quantity of oil, three 
fourths to confift of oil of Ricinus^ and 
one fourth oil of Sefame. 

If there fhould be any foldiers in the fort^ 
you are, every 1 5 days, to give out to them 
a fufficient quantity of oil of Sefame^ to 
clean their mufquets with, taking a receipt 
forit^ 



i 
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' ' The Kelladar will deliver to you out of 
the old {lores fuch articles as are condem«- 
ned, which you are to take and exchange 
Sivith the fhop-keepers. The Kelladar will 
alfb once in every year deliver to you all 
articles which have been hired, and all 
other articles once in three years to be ex- 
changed, and you are to take and exchange 
them. You are to put into good r^air the 
old magazines in which the grain is kept 
in ftore, and if there are no old magazines 
you are to build new ones fufficient to con- 
tain it. 



Twelve articles of food for each perfon 
every day, are fixed as follows ; and you 
are to fupply them in the quantities and at 
the periods appointed in the orders relative 
to forts. 
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Lift of the Articles* 



Rice of every 




kind 


I full Dek. 


Flour - - 


i of a full D^*. 


Pulfe . . 


i of a fliort or 




light Dek. 


Ghee - - 


1 JozCyC or weight 




of a Rupee J 


tamarind s^ 


2 ditto. 


Chillies 


i Jo%e. 


Salt . - 


2 ditto. 


Turmeric 


i ditto. 


Onions - - 


I ditto. 


Garlic - - 


i ditto. 


Beetlenut - 


i ditto. 


tobacco 


I ditto. 



• The MSS. copy gives 6 Jozc of this article* 
The printed copy has been adhered to. 



J 
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The following are the rules for eftablifh* 
ing depots of provifionSy &c. 



Namei of the 
Articlcf. 



Wheat. 



tiZZree . 




ilk, raw 
Ajvfoin .... 
Kiddy*foakediH > 

lime juice . . . S 

Wax 

Buch. . : . . • 
Rukteool . . • • 
Opium. . 9 . . 
Murdaurfung, • 
Sung Reyza, . . 
SungPeita, . . 
Gunny for bags. 
Large earthen > 

pans . . . . > 
Earthen pots 
and plates of 
various kinds; 
and when any 
of thefe are 
broke, they 
are to be re- 
placed. 
MuJfauUoiKi.\ 
I rojr wood. J 






Eight months 
ftock in a prin- 
cipal fort. 



1000 Deh. 
250 Uttuls* 
5 ixiWDeki, 
50 ditto. 

xo do. 

10 do. 
so do. 
10 do. 
!• do. 



6 
6 
5 



do. 
do. 
do. 



40 pieces. 



1500 



8000 



4000 



Sixmonths 
ftock in a 
fort of the 
firft rank. 



750 Deks 
187 

di 

87 
7i 
7f 

7f 

7 

3 

3 

3 
30 pees 

1500 



Four 

months 

ftock in a 

fort of the 

fecond 

rank. 



6000 



3000 



$00 Deki 

126 

«5 



5 

10 

5 

U 

»4 

20 pees 
800 



4000 



2000 



Two 

months 

ftock in a 

fort of the 

third rank* 



250 Deks 
6a 
I 
12 



topees 
600 



2000 



1000 + 



• As limes do not keep long, coarfe cloth is fteeped in their juice, 
and fuffere4 to dry. — When the fort» are Ihut up, fmall pieces of 
this cloth are ferved out in place of limes. A little hot water ex- 
trails the acid. * 

4- It is fuppofed that thefe articles are to be conftantly in depofity 
and that the ftock of rice, Sec, Ihould be computed by multiplying 
the number of men and days into the quantities fpccified as one 
day's allowance. 
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1 1 6. If any of the Peons belonging to 
the Fort fhould ^ccompzuythcBuiJbee^Fo^ 
gedavy or Sepadar^ a diftance not exceeding 
ao Kurohs^ to any place within the diftrift, 
in war time, as efcort, there is no occafioii 
to give them diet-money ; but if this dif- 
tance is exceeded, they are, each man^ to 
be allowed 5 Fanams. And alfo if they 
fhould be fent to fight or as guards beyond 
the limits of the diilrid, to a diftance of 20 
Kurohsj they are each to be allowed 7 Fa^ 
nams *, which you are to pay upon its 
being ordered from your Dew^n Cutchery. 

Out of the unarmed Peons in your dif- 
trift, 6 men are ordered for every Doo/ey 
with 3 Korraries + and 2 Cotias \ : the 
bottoms of the Dooieys are to be made with 
the Boha rope. In this manner they are 
to be kept in readinefs ; and whenever an 
order comes for them from the Huzzoor^ 
they are to be furnifhed immediately. A 



* It does not appear whether this allowance it 
for the trip, or for what period, 
t Pioneers* tools. 
X BilUHooks. 

6 
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fimilar order has beeh given to the Kellddar^ 
ind you iare to fee that he obeys It. 

11 8. No refpeft is to be (hewn to pfer- 
fons who are born of flave-women and of 
proftitiites ; ahd they are not to be affociated 
with. They are moreover not to be taught 
to read and write. Teachers are to be 
forbid to inftruft them ; if any one fliall 
inftruct them, his tongue is to be cut out. 
Perfons of the above defcription may marry 
amongft themfelvcs, but (hall not be per- 
mitted to marry into jefpedable families. 

1 19. If any peirfon, whether before mar- 
riage or after marriage, (hall keep a profti- 
tute or female (lave, you (hall, after afcer- 
taining the fadl, take the flave for Govern- 
ment ; and if any perfon objedts to it^ he 
will be puni(hable. 

1 20. A fcrap of paper is not to be trodden 
ypon : this injunffcion is to be particularly 
attended to ; whenever fcraps of paper are 
fpund they are to be buried in the earth. 

I z I . Heretofore all perfons have been 
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accuftomed after meals to wa(h their hands 
with flour of vetches, &c. and to rub their 
bodies with it when bathing : this is verjr 
improper, and it is forbid in future ; and ia 
place of flour of vetches, it is ordered that 
they fhall ufe flour made of Nagur-- 
Moo/ba*; and all men are enjoined to obej 
this order. 

122. You are to caufe the name of your 
diftria to be ftamped on all iron implements 
and (hot which are made in your diilrift ; 
and are to fend them through yourCutchery 
to Agran Puttun. 

1 23. The following names are given to 
the Sultaume months and years, by which 
they are to be expreiled in the accounts : 

* Hindoo Cycle, 

1. jAhud Perbboa 

2. Ahmud JVebhoa 

• The firft column next to the numbers contains 
the Sultaunee names, and the fecond column the 
Shanfcrit names of the Hindoo cycle, of fixty years. 
The orthography of fome of the Shanfcrit names is 

indifiin£t in the original. 

G 2 



1 


3. ^b ■ 






4. Ja 


Permodota 


1 

1 


5. Bdb 


Perjoteputty 


1 

\ 


6. Bujct 


Angreejba 




7, Abud 


Seeri Mookba 


\ 


8. Abaud 


Bhawa 




9. 3^^A 


jilwa 


■ 


10. jloge 


Dhatoo 


« 


1 1. i%* 


EJberra 




12. Juhud 


Bhoodama 




13. Jehaud 


Pirmadee 

• 




14. /Pij/^A 


Wikerma 




15. r^^ 


mjhoo 




16. Zuhud 


Cbitterbhanoo 




17. >Z/I 


Soobhanoo 




18. Her 


^aurun 




19. /r^A^rf' 


Parthoa 


♦ 


2o. Budoh 


Wlgeah 




21. ^yeh 


Seroojeet 




iz. Tauib 


Serodharree 




, 23. y^z^ 


Vcerodhee 




24. C^^ 


Vtkertee 




25. Havee 


Khurra 


% 


26. Cubud 


Nundun 




27. ^^^i& 


Vijie 




28. /Fj>&^^^/ 


Hia 


^ 


29. ra/&^^ 


Manmutta 
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30. KU 

31. Kia 

32. Kubood 

3$. Ddl 

36. yuB/U 

37. Ztfir^ 

38. Aztl 

39. >^^ 

40. DrA? 

41. Miw 
42* JTirtoc 

43. yum 

44. 74w 
45* ^///ym 

46. /r«i^ 

47. ^tf/Ar^ 

48, Coikil 
49* Coakib 

50. 7>/w 

51. D^im 

52. Humd 

53. Hdmid 

54- 7^ 
55. Adeem 

56* Jifo/w^y 



Doormooiy 

Hulmunnee 

IVulmunnee 

JVikarree 

Survmddec 

Palwaw 

Soobukirt . 

Peerbaierit 

Kurodbee 

Wtfpivafoo 

Purabboa 

Palanga 

Keebucia 

Somea 

Sadharee 

WlrodeehtTM 

Peridbaoree 

Permabueka 

Anunda 

Rakujba 

Nalla 

Pingalla 

Kalooky 

Sidhartee 

Roodree 

Durmuttee 

Doondbec 



[ 


%6 


] 

1 


57» Migeed 




Kooiercarree 


58. KuM 




Rukta 


S9. Jeh&n 




Kurodhutma 


60. Majeez 




'Rnkyenna- 



Names^ of the Sultaunee Months^ 



1. Ahumudee 
a. Beharne 

3. J^eru 

4. Darayve 
5* Hq/bmee 

6. JFauJfyis 

7. Zubberjuddy. 

8. Hyderree 

9. Tooulee 

11. Iz%uddee 

12. Beazee 



Chyter 
Byfack 

AJaur 

Surawun 

Bhader Pud 

Afnage 

Cartic 

Mageejir 

Poofs 

Maug 

Phagoon 



• The firft column, next to the numbers, con« 
Cains the Sultaunee names \ and the fecond column 
the Hindoo names. 
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SULTAUNEE RULE*. 

Make your computation by the firft let« 
Cer in the name of the month, and you 
will know without difjSculty what month 
it is in the order of their fucccffion ; like- 
wife by the Jummul^ calculation. The 
letter compofing the names of any year, 
will give you the number of the year in 
the Cycle X of 60. 

* Or Key, by which the year apd months may 
be known from the Suhautui names here given to! 
them. 

i* The yummul is a calculation by the arithme- 
tical, called Abjady the letters of which have dif- 
ferent powers, from x to xooo* See Richardfon's 
Perfiaii Didtionary. 

* For the application of the above rule obfervc 
the firft letter of the month Ahmudee is Alif^ which, 
in the Ahjud^ {lands for i, and the letter compofing 
the Sultaunee name of the year Delo is Dauly which 
(lands for 4, Laum 30, and fVao 6, making toge- 
ther a total of 40; fo that " the ift of Ahmudee of 
** the year Deloy Purahhoa^^^ which is the date fub- 
joined to thefe Regulations, means the I ft day of 
the I ft month of the 40th year of the Cycle. It 
muft, however, be alfo obferved, that the firft and 
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1 24. It is ordered that an Irfaulnama of 
the whole revenue of the diftridl (hall be 
forwarded at the fame time with the an- 
nual fupplies. This Irfaulnama is to ftate 
the total of the Jumma of the diftrift, the 
amount trai)fmitted, and the balance; as 
alfo a full account of the remittances which 
have been fent through the Dewan of your 
Cutchery, in goods^ cloths^ coral^ carda^ 
mumsj and other articles which have been 
purchafed. It is moreover to contain a de- 
tailed account of the Jumma, and the re- 
ceipts and balances, diftinguifhing the 'ba- 
lances of the prefent year, and thofe of 
former years, which are to be carried for- 
ward to the account of the enfuing year. 

125. You are to examine the jewels, 
clothes, copper and brafs utenfils, &c. 

fecond years are not to be found by the Jummul 
calculation. Ahud is a word fignifying unity, and 
therefore ufed to exprefs the Creator ; and Ahmud 
is one of the appellations of the Mahomedan Pro* 
phet. This rule applies throughout, with the ex- 
ception of the name of the firft and fecond year of 
the Cycle. Sec JJiatic Refearcbes^ Volume the adj^ 
page 233. 
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which belong to all the Hindoo pagodas 
throughout your diftridt, and have an ac- 
count of them taken by the Serijhtadars and 
Sbambogesj with the defcription and weight 
of each article ; and you are to deliver 
them over to the charge of the Shamboges^ 
with directions to allow the ufe of them at 
the times when they are wanted in celebra- 
ting worfliip, and afterwards to put them 
away with care. In cafe the Shamboges fhould 
at any time be changed^ the Shamboge who 
is removed (hall deliver over charge of 
thefe articles to his fuccellbr, and if any 
deficiency Should appear, you and the 
Shamboges of the Pagodas will be made to 
anfwer for it. 

1 26. Wages fufEcient for your mainte- 
nance are allowed to you and your officers. 
It is therefore expeded that you will not 
be guilty of mifreprefentation, in any 
matter, whether trifling or great. 

Falfehood is an offence of the highef); 
nature, againfl both morality and religion. 
According to the books Sherra Wtkaya and 
^areech Felayet Khoraufaun^ Sec. offences 



J 
J 
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;agawit the Sovereign are of fomr ddGcripr 
tIon$; m^ the pmniihrnent orcjaiaed fpf 
each of them is mezxtioAed in thofe book$. 
God has alio proaounced his curfe ag^inil 
lyars ; fo heinous a vice is falfehood, that 
qll the other vices on the earth are produced 
hy it; aod <3od has declafed the lyar to be 
a companion for Satan. From him who^ 
m obedience to God and bi§ Prophef^ 
^una this yice, offence againft his Sove- 
Xdign is uiot to he e:ype(3:ed. 

The following ?re the four ddrc;:ip!dio;5if 
jpf offeAce? ^Jlluded to : 

■ 

I ft. He who rifes in arms againft his 
Sovereign, or unites with his enemies ; or 
he who, by a writing uijtdef his hand, in- 
ftig^tes another to do fo ; and he who wiUji 
his hand is guilty of theft. The punifh- 
mGtit denounced againft fuch criminals is^ 
that they (hall be tortured, and be deprived 
of exiftence. 

2nd. He who utters difrefpe£tful words 
flgainft his Sovereign ; he who, by word of 
mouth, inftigates another to offend againft 
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hk&fwttapx ; he who fpeaks m favour of 
a bad man; he who diicIoi€$ his ibrcre^^s 
iccrets ; and all who are guiltj of offences 
with thdr tongues* The pvoiiliiDent of 
fuch ofiraders is to be 80 Aripe$» 

^ He who bjr a look incites another to 
offend againft his Soverdgn ; he who ha* 
ving ieen another offend agatnft his Sove* 
rdgOy keeps filent; he who having wit* 
nefled a theft^ does no^ make it known ; 
and all who are guilty of offences widi 
tbeir qres. Such ofiraders are to be re- 
proved^ and treated with ifeverity ; and if 
diej benefit by the reproof, well and good ; 
otherwiie they, as well as thole who know 
4xf evil aftions, and do not endeavour to 
prevent theni^ are to be turned out of the 
^ountiy. 

4th« He who hearing of an offence againft 
-his Sovereign, or of an intended theft^ 
keeps filent, and does not endeavour to 
prevent the offence, is evidently conient* 
Sng to the offence, and therefore de&rves 
puniffunent. If he is a man of rank, he 
is to be puniihed in his property; if of a 
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low degree, in his perfon. Puniftiments 
may be remitted by the fovereign. 

If any crime of the above four defcrip- 
tions (hall be proved upon you, you will 
receive the punifhment above denounced 
againft it*. 

You are to perufe and ftudy thefe or- 
ders, morning and evening, and aft ac- 
cording to them.. In cafe of your failing 
to do fo, you will be brought to fevere 
punifhment. They are comprifed in 21 
leaves, and contain 125+ articles. 

Dated ifl: ^Ahmudy, the year X Delo 
Purabhoa, and of the Higeera 1200. Writ^ 
ten by Abbafs Ally, and diStated by Lala 
Govind Roy, belonging to the Dewan C^/- 
chery of the Huzzoor. Lines 528. 

* The 95th article ought properly to have been 
inferred as a paragraph in this place. 

t There are in all 127 articles. The 95th arti- 
cle appears to have been inferted after the reft of 
the book had been written, and the 127th is addi- 
tional to the original code. 

X Fortieth year of 'the Cycle in article 123. 
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127*. Imperial mandate under date the 
3d of the month of Sumreef of the King's 
year, and year of Mahomed, 1 2 1 5. 

Be it known to SyJe Buddeeuzzumaum^ 
Dewan of the 8th Cutchery at Sunka 
Gurry. 

The ReyutSf &c. of your diftrids, when 
convidtcd of offences, are, at prefent, 
fined by Government. It is ordered that 
in future thefe fines fhall be commuted; 
and. that the offender, in place of every 
pagoda of the fine adjudged againft him, 
ihall plant 2 Mango trees, and 2 trees of 
the large Jaumun | in front of his village, 
and to water and tend them till they are of 
the height of 3 Derras. This 'order is to 
be inferted in the regulations for the dif- 
tri£ls. 

* Not numbered in the original. 

f Sumree not being one of the names of months 
in art. 123, is fuppofed to have been an error of the 
copyift, or to be a word of one of the dialedts of 
that country. 

} Almond Trees. 
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The above order is accordingly inferted 
in the regulations for the diftrift, this nth 
of the month Zahad Jaffeeree of the King's 
year, and year of Mahomed, 1215, cor- 
refponding with the Fulwung^j Seeubir 
jSbdtek Sirawin Maus. 

* Words not intelligible, excepting Surawun 
Mms^ or Hindoo month of Sawun. 
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.^/r Abridgment of the Aa for fettling the 
Government and Trade of Indi a^ and for 
the Appropriation of the Territorial Re- 
venues and Profits of Trade between the 
Public and the Eajl- India Company, 



1793 



THE CONTROL AT HOME. 

X HE Adi provides for the continuation 
of the Board of Control for the affiiirs of 
India in all its parts, except, that inflead 
of the Secretary of State being the Prefi- 
dent, the perfon firft named in the King's 
CommifCon is to be the Prefident; and, 
inflead of the Commiflion being limited 
to fix Privy Counfellors, the number is 
indefinite, reftiug on the King's pleafure ; 
of which, however, the two principal Se- 
cretaries of State and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer are to be three : and His 
Majefly may, if he pleafes, add to the lift 
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two Commiffioners, who arc not of his 
Privy Council. 

By the former Aft, no falaries were 
given to the Commiffioners for India; and 
thofe of their Secretary and other Officers 
were to be paid out of the Civil Lift. By 
the new aft, the King may give jf .5,000 
a year amongft fuch of the Commiffioners 
as he pleafes; which, together with the 
falaries of the Secretary and Officers, and 
other expences of the Board, are to be 
paid by the India Company, and not by 
the Civil Lift. The whole is not to exceed 
;if.i6,ooo a year, the Commiffioners' Sala- 
ries included. 

Oaths are prefcribed for the Commif- 
fioners and thdir Officers. The office of a 
Commiffioner or Chief Secretary is not 
to be deemed a new office, to difable their 
fitting in Parliament. The appointment 
of a Commiffioner not having a falary, or 
of a Chief Secretary (if a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons) is not to vacate his 
feat ; but the appointment of a -Commif- 
fioner with a Salary :will vacaite his feat* 
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Three Coauniifioners muft be prefent to 
form a Board. 

The powers of the Board are, iii fub- 
ibnce, the fame as under former Ads of 
Parliament. Thej are to fuperintend, di- 
red, and control all ads, operations, and 
concerns which relate to the Civil or Mi- 
litary Government and. Revenues of India, 
fubjed to the reflridions hereafter men- 
tioned. Thej and their Officers are to 
have accefs to the papers and records of 
the Company, and to be fumiihed with 
copies or extrads of fuch of them as (hall 
be required. They are alfo to be furnifhed 
with copies of all proceedings of General 
Courts and Courts of Diredors, within 
eight days; and with copies of all dif« 
patches from abroad, which relate to mat- 
ters of Government or Revenue, immedi- 
ately after their arrival. No orders on 
thofe fubjeds are to be fent by the Com- 
pany to India until approved by the Board, 
and when the Commiffioners vary or ex- 
pxmge any diipatches propofed by the Di- 
redors, they are to give their reafbns; 
and. all diipatches are to.be returned to the 

H 2 
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Court of Diredlors in fourteen days. The 
Diredtors may ftate their objeftioiis to any 
alterations, and the Commiflioners are to 
reconfider them, and if they interfere with 
what the Diredlors may deem matters of 
Commerce, the Directors may apply to 
the King in Council to determine betwixt 
them.' 'But the Board are reftrifted from 
the appointment of any of the Company's 
Servants. If the Diredors, on being called 
upon to propofe difpatches, on any fubjeft 
relating to Government or Revenue, (hall 
fail to <lo fo within fourteen days, the 
Board may originate their own difpatches 
on that fubjeft. 

The Board are not to authorize any in- 
creafe of falaries, or any allowance or 
gratuity to be granted to perfons employed 
in the Company's fervice, except the fame 
(hall be firft propofed by the Company, 
and their intention and reafons for fuch grant 
are to be certified to both Houfes' of Par- 
liament thirty days before the falary can 
commence. 

The Direftors are to appoint three of 
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their members to be a Committee of Se- 
crecy, through whom difpatches relating 
to Government, war, peace, or treaties, 
may be fent to, and received from India. 
The Secret Committee, and the perfons 
they employ to tranfcribe fecret difpatches, 
are to be fworn to fecrecy. 

Orders of Directors coticerning the Go- 
vernment or revenues of- India, once ap- 
proved by the Board, are not fubjefl to 
revocation by the General Court of Pro- 
prietors. 



THE GOVERNMENTS ABROAD. 

The prefent fornis of Government over 
the Prefidencies of Bengal, Fort St. George, 
and Madras, are continued in all their 
eiTential parts. For Bengal, by a Governor 
General and three Members of Council. 
For each of the others, a Governor and 
three Members. Thefe latter, in refpedt 
to treaties with the native powers of India, 
levying war, making peace, coUefting and 
applying revenues, levying and employing 
forces, or other matters of civil or military 
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Government, are to be under the control 
of the Government General of Bengal ; and 
are, in all cafes whatever, to obey their 
orders, unlefs the Direftors (hall have fcnt 
to thofe fettlements any orders repugnant 
thereto, not known to the Government 
General ; of which, in that cafe, they are 
to give the Government General immedi- 
ate advice. 

The Court of Direftors are to appoint 
to thefe feveral Governments ; namely, 
the Governor General, the two other Go- 
vernors, and the Members of all the Coun- 
cils ; and likewife the Commander in Chief 
of all the forces, and the three provincial 
Commanders in Chief. None of the Com- 
manders in Chief are, ex officio^ to be of 
the Council ; but they are not difqualified 
from being fo if the Diredlors fhall think 
fit to appoint them, and, when they are 
Members of the Council, they are to have 
precedence of the other Counfellors. The 
civil Members of Council are to be ap- 
pointed from the Lift of Civil Servants, 
who have refided twelve years in the fer- 
vice in India. 
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The Dircftors may appoint to any of 
thofe offices provifionally, but without fa- 
lary, till the perfons appointed fhajl ac- 
tually fucceed in poffeflion. Any vacancy 
of Governor General, or Governor, when 
no provisional fucceffor is on the fpot, is 
to be filled by the Senior of the civil Coun- 
fellors, till a fucceffor fhall arrive, and 
the vacant feat in Council, thereby occa- 
fioned, fhall be temporily fupplied from 
amongfl the Senior Merchants at the no- 
mination of the afting Governor General, 
or Governor, if only one Counfellor fhall 
then remain. The Governor General and 
Governors may fupply vacancies in Coun- 
cil from the Lift of Senior Merchants, 
tintit fucceffors, duly appointed, fhall ar- 
rive to take their feats. In all thefe cafes, 
tlie falaries and allowances are to follow 
the afting Members while in office. If 
the Direftors fail to appoint^to vacancies 
in two calendar months after notification 
thereof, the King may fupply them, and 
the Diredlors fhall not remove any perfon 
fo appointed. In all other cafes the Di- 
redlors have the power of recalling or dif- 
mifling any fervants ; and the like general 
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power is vcfted in the Crown. Appoint- 
ments made before the Adl are not to be 
thereby difturbcd. 

The Commander in Chief of all the 
forces, when at cither of ^^thc fubordinate 
fettlements, is to have a feat at the Coun- 
cil Board, but is to have no falary in ref- 
pe£l thereof ; and if the Provincial Com- 
mander is a Member of that Council, he 
may continue to deliberate, but his voice 
fhall be fufpended as long as the other 
ihall remain. 

Provifion is made for fupplying the place 
of any Member of Council, disabled from 
attending by any cafual illnefs or infirmity. 

The departure of any Governor or Mem- 
ber of Government, or Commander in 
Chief from India, with intent to come to, 
Europe, or any written refignation deli- 
vered in by them (hall be deemed an avoi- 
dance of office, and the coming into any 
part of Europe fhall be a fufficient indica- 
tion of that intent. No falary (hall be paid 
or payable to any Officer, or his Agent, 
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during abfence, unlefs employed on adual 
fervice; and if any officer, unlcfs abfcnt 
on fervice, never returns, the falary is to 
be deemed to have ceafed from the day of 
his quitting the fettlement* 

The A& prefcribes the order and me* 
thod of conducting bufinefs at the feveral 
Council Boards. Matters propounded by 
the Prefident fhall be firfl proceeded upon. 
He may adjourn the difcuilion of queftions 
put by the Members of Council, but not 
more than twice, nor beyond forty-eight 
hours each time. All orders $ire to be ex* 
prefled to be htiade by the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council, or Governor in Council. 
Powers are given to the Governor General 
or Governors, to aft contrary to the opi- 
nions of the other Members of Council, 
takuig upon themfelves the fole refponfibi- 
lity. On fuch extraordinary occafions, the 
Governor General, or Governor, and 
Counfellors, are to communicate to each 
other their opinions and reafons by mi- 
nutes, in writing, and to meet a fecond 
time ; and if both retain their firfl: opi- 
nion, the minutes are to be entered on the 
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confultations, and the orders of the Go^ 
vernor General, or Governor, are to be 
valid, and put in execution. 

If the Governor General (hall vifit any 
fubordinate prefidency, he (hall appoint a 
Vice Prefident to adt in Bengal during 
his abfence, who, with the Council, may 
aft for that Pxefidency alone. The Go- 
vernor GeneraFs authority, and that of his 
Council, over fuch fubordinate fettlement, 
fliall be transferred to the Council Board 
of the Prefidency where he fhall be pre- 
feht, except in judicial cafes. And whilft 
he is in a fubordinate Prefidency, the Go- 
vernor thereof Ihall have only a voice in 
Council. His other authorities, except in 
regard to judicial matters, (hall be fuf- 
pended. If the Governor General (hall be 
in the field without a Council, all the 
Governments and officers (hall obey his 
orders, and.he alone (hall be refponfible. 

Thefe extraordinary powers (hall not 
extend to the impofing any tax, nor to 
any aft which might not be done by the 
whole Council, nor to any judicial cafe. 



[ 107 ] 

nor to the fufpcnfion of any ftanding order 
of Government, nor (hall thofe powers be 
exercifed by perfons cafually fucceeding to 
the temporary Government ; and the Di» 
re^bors, with (he approbation of the India 
Board, may fufpend thefe extraordinary 
powers, and again revive them; and all 
the Governments are laid under reflridions 
to prevent war or extcnfion of dominion iti 
India, unlefs hoiliiities againfl the Com- 
pany, or their allies, (hall render war un- 
avoidable ; and the Members of the Subor- 
dinate Governments, ading contrary to 
this Aft, or to the dircdions of the Go- 
vernment General, may be fufpended or 
difmiflcd by that Government, and far- 
ther punifhed. The fubordinate Prefidcn- 
cies are alfo required to communicate all 
matters of importance to the Superior Go- 
vernment, with all difpatch. 

The Governor General, and the other 
Governors, are veiled with powers of ap- 
prehending perfons fufpeded of illicit cor- 
refpondence. Witneffes are to be exa- 
mined and crofs examined, and their evi- 
dence recorded; and the parties may be 
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tried cither in India or fent home : ia the 
latter cafe, the depofitions of the witnefles 
are alfo to be fent home, and are tfo be re- 
ceived in evidence, fubjeft to impeach- 
ment in refpeft to the competency of the 
• 

witnefles. 

To the afting Prefident of the feveral 
Council Boards, is given a cafling vote in 
all cafes of equality of voices. 



PATRONAGE AND RULE OF PROMOTION. 

The Direftors are to appoint fo many 
Cadets and Writers only, as to fupply va- 
cancies according to returns from abroad. 
Their ages fhall not be under fifteen, not 
exceed twenty- two, unlefs any Cadet (hall 
have been one year in the King's fervice, 
and then his age is not to exceed twenty- 
five years. All (hall have promotion* by 
feiiiority of fervice only. Three years 
fervice qualifies a civil fervant for a place 
of £. 500 a year ; fix years for one of 
£. 1 500 ; nine years £. 3000 ; twelve 
years £. 4000 a year or upwards. None 
to take two offices, where the joint emo» 



[ 109 ] 

luments (hall exceed this rule. All Col- 
leftors of the Revenue are to take the 
oath prefcribed in the Aft againft the ac- 
ceptance of prefents, and for faithfully 
rendering to the Company all they (hall 
receive. 

The acceptance of any prefent, by any 
fervant of the Crown, or of the Company 
in India, is made punifhable as for extor* 
tion (with a faving of fees to profeflional 
men) and the Court, before whom fuch 
offence is tried, on any convidkion, may 
return the prefent to the party who gave 
it, or difpofe of any fine in favour of the 
profecutor. 

Difobedience of orders of the Direftors 
by fervants abroad, is made punifhable as 
for a mifdemeanor, and fo is any breach 
of truft or duty, or making or being party 
to any corrupt bargain concerning any 
ofEce or employment, whether by a King's 
or a Company's fervant ; and all the King's 
fubjefts in India are made amenable to all 
Courts of competent jurifdidion abroad, 
and at home for all crimes committed by 



diem in India. The Company may com-' 
pound civil adions, now depending, or 
hereafter to be brought at any time before 
judgment, but in criminal cafes they are 
abfolutely reftrifted from compounding or 
remitting any judgment or fentence what- 



ever. 



Servants of the Company, after five 
years abfence, cannot return with their 
rank, nor ferve again, unlefs detained by 
ficknefs ; or unlefs it be by leave of the 
Company on a ballot of three parts in four 
of the General Court. In cafe of ficknefs, 
the Direftors are the judges in the Civil 
Service, and in the Military, the Direftors 
and the Board of Control jointly are the 
judges. 



THE TRADE. 

The Company's term is extended for 
twenty years, from the ift of March, 
1794; fubjeft to be determined at or after 
that period, on three year's previous no- 
tice by Parliament, fignificd by the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons; fubjeft^ 
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however, as to the trade to and from Indla^ 
to the following limitations in favour of 
fuch private merchants as may choofe to 
trade thither. In other refpefts, and to 
and from Chinas and other places beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, the former re- 
ftri£tions -againft private traders are con- 
tinued in force ; and if tKe exclufive trade 
thus limited, ihall be hereafter difconti- 
nued, the Company are fiill to retain their 
corporate capacity, with power to trade 
with a joint flock in common with other 
people. If, however, any new fettlement 
ihall be obtained from the Chinefe Go- 
vernment, feparate from the Continent of 
Afia, an export trade thither is referved to 
private Merchants, under certain condi- 
tions and regulations ; and there is alfo a 
claufe to prefcrve the Southern Whalers 
in the benefit of their carrying trade into 
the Pacific Ocean, by the way of Cape 
Horn, to the northward of the Equator, 
limited to i8o degrees weft longitude from 
Liondon ; and fhips from Nootka Sound 
are to be licenfed to trade from thence 
with Japan and China, but are not to 
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bring any goods of the produce or manu- 
fci(fture of thofe countries to Great Britain. 



LIMITATIONS ON THE EXCLUSIVE TRADE 
TO AND FROM INDIA. 

All perfons may export and import 
goods to and from India in the Company's 
fhips, except that they (hall not export 
military ftores, ammunition, mafts, fpars, 
cordage, anchors, pitch, tar, or copper ; 
nor import India callicoes, dimities, muf- 
lins, or other piece goods, made or ma- 
nufadlured with filk or cotton, or with 
filk or cotton mixed, or with other mixed 
materials, unlefs it be done by leave of the 
Company. If the market ihall not be 
fuflSciently fupplied with the excepted ar- 
ticles of import or export, with an excep- 
tion of military ftores and copper, the 
Board of Control may open that trade alfo 
to individuals. If the Company (hould 
not export 1500 tons of copper annually, 
private traders may export copper, in the 
Company's Ihips, to the amount of the 
deficiency. 



The Company are to fumiih private 
traders, ti ll 1 796, with 3000 tons of ihip- ^/ < _ 
ping yearly, computed on the fame prin- ^ 
ciple as the Company's own tonnage is 
computed. The quantity may be increafed 
by order oi the Board of Control, to meet 
the demands of the private traders ; and 
if the Board order more than the Company 
approve, they may appeal from the order 
to the King' in Council. And the Com- 
pany are reflrifted from charging any 
higher freight than £.5 per ton outwards, 
and £.15 per ton inwards, except in time 
of war, or in circumftances incidental to 
war, or preparations for war, when they 
may charge an increafed rate of freight, 
in a due proportion to the rates at which 
they (hall take up their own {hipping, but 
the propofed incrcafe can only be made 
by the confent of the India Board, to whom 
the Direftors are alfo required, in 1794, 
and in every third year afterwards, to lay 
a ftatement of the affairs of (hipping, and 
to abide by their order, touching any con- 
tinuance, increafe, or abatement of the 
rate of freight on private trade. 
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Private traders are required to notify 
to tbe Company's Secretary, at home, and 
to the proper officers in India, at a time 
limited, the quantity of tonnage wanted 
by them for the enfuing feafon, with the 
place of dedination, and the time when 
the goods will be ready for fhipping. At 
home, this notice is to be given before 
the 31ft Auguft for the (hips of the enfu- 
ing feafon, and before the 15th September 
they arc to depofit the fum for the tonnage, 
or give fecurity to the Directors for pay- 
ment of it. Before the 30th of Odober, 
they are to deliver a lift of the. forts and 
quantities of the goods intended to be fent. 
In failure of having them ready, by the 
. day fpecified in the notice, they are to for- 
feit their depofit or the fecurity, and alfo 
their tonnage for that turn. Similar rules 
are prefcribed for fhipping, &c. goods in 
India ; but it is left to the Governrnents 
there to fix the times, and to nam^e the 
officers, to whom notices are to be given. 
The Company is to have the benefit of all 
forfeited and vacant tonnage, and if more 
is demanded for private trade than the 
quantity limited, every perfon is to have 
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his due proportion ; and notice is to be 
given him thereof, feven days before the 
day for making the depofits. All Private 
Trade is to be regiflered in the Company^s 
books, and, in default of being regiflered, 
it is to be coniidered as illicit trade, and 
punifliable accordingly. 

The re{lri£fcions of the law againft the 
Company^s Servants, or others, from ac- 
ting as fadors for foreigners, or lending 
money to foreign Companies, or on bot- 
tomry of their fhips, or ailifting them with 
remittances by bills, are repealed. And 
all legal impediments to the recovery of 
debts, under any pretence that they were 
incurred illicitly, and again ft the letter of 
theie abrogated laws, are removed ; and 
all perfons in India, not fpecially prohi- 
Inted by the Company, or reftridled by 
their covenants, are authorized to zSt as 
mercantile agents for any who may choofe 
to employ them ; and if there (hall be a 
want of Factors (properly qualified and au- 
thorized) the Company are to licenfe free 
merchants, with the approbation of the 
India Board, fo that there may be always 

I z 
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fl proper fupply of agents for cotiduAmg 
the Private Trade abroad. Bui the be« 
coming factors is not to exempt any per- 
Tons from being amenable to the general 
authorities of the Governments in India ; 
and all Agents are reilrifted from going 
beyond ten miles from fomc principal fet* 
tlement without fpecial leave. 

As a farther relief to Private traders, 
the duty of 5 per cent, granted by an Aft 
of King William^ on Goods imported in 
Private Trade, is, in refpe£k to the India 
Trade, repealed ; and the Company^s ufual 
charge of z per cent, difcontinued, and 
in lieu of thefe« and in fatisfaftion of the 
expences of unihipping, hoyage, cartage, 
warehoufe room, fortine, lotting, and 
felling private goods, the Company is to 
have £.^ per cent, on the gpofs amount 
of the fales of Private Trade, the cuftoms 
thereon included. The repeal, or the al- 
lowance thus fubftituted, is however ix>t 
to extend to fpecial engagements made be* 
tween the Company and any of their Offi* 
cers, touching their privileges. 
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For the cafe of manufacturers^ who may 
import any articles of raw materials, Rules 
or By-Laws are to be framed and efta* 
bli(hed for bringing them to as early a fale 
as poflible, and for preventing any undue 
preference in the Tales of the fame com- 
modity amongfl any of the importers, 
whether the goods belong to the Company 
or to individuals^ the fales are to be open 
and public, by inch of candle; and the 
whole confignment bought in by the pri- 
vate importer, is to be delivered out to 
him, on payment only of the duties and 
other dues thereon. All other goods im- 
ported in private trade are to be fold, and 
treated as heretofore, according to the 
By-Laws of the Conapany ; and all goods 
in private trade are to pay to Government 
the fame cuAoms as goods imported by 
the Company on their own account. 

And inafmuch as the allowance of 3 per 
cent., and the rates of freight, will be in- 
fuificient to indemnify the Company their 
adtoal charges upon private trade, the Le- 
giflature hath thought it juft to exempt 
the Company from actions for lofles or 
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embezzlements, which a common carrier 
might, in ordinary cafes, be liable by law 
to make good to the owner. But the Aft 
provides that the Company's Officers, and 
all perfons through whofe means or neg- 
ligence any lofs fhall happen, fhall be H- 
able to make it good to the owner, and 
it gives a farther remedy to the owner, 
in certain cafes, to recover fatisfaftion, by 
'enabling him to profecute under the writ- 
ten engagements or fecurities taken by the 
Company for the fafe keeping of their own 
merchandize. All the laws prohibiting the 
import of goods from any other place than 
that of their growth, and for continuing 
all prohibitory laws in refpeft tp the con- 
fumption or wearing of foreign manufac- 
tures are continued. 



APPROPRIATIONS. 



Firft ; in India. The territorial revenues 
are to be applied, in the firft place, in de- 
fraying all charges of a military nature. 
Secondly ; in payment of the intereft of 
the debts there already, or hereafter to 
be incurred. Thirdly ; in payment of 
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the civil and commercial eftablifliments. 
Fourthly ; in payments of not lefs than 
one million per annum for the Company's 
inveftments of goods to Europe, and re- 
mittances and inveftments to China ; and 
the furplus, if any (hall remain, is to be 
applied in the ilifcharge of debts, or fuch 
other purpofes as (hall be direfted from 
home. The fum allowed for inveftments 
may, from time to time, be increafed to 
the extent of the diminution made in the 
annual amount of the intered of debts 
which (hall be paid in India or transferred 
home ; for which transfer, provifion is 
made to an extent of ^.500,000 a year, 
by bills of exchange to be drawn upon the' 
Company: and if the creditors (hall not 
fubfcribe to that amount, other perfons 
may fubfcribe, and the money advanced 
by them for bills is to be applied in dif- 
charge of fuch debts ; and this rule is to 
be continued till the India debt (hall be 
reduced to two millions. The Company 
may increafe thefe transfers home, but the 
Governments abroad are reftrifted from 
exceeding the above amount without their 
orders. 
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Secondly, at home. The net produce 
of the Company's funds at home, after 
payment of current charges, are thus ap- 
propriated : Firft, in payment of a ten per 
cent, annual dividend, on the prefent or 
any increafed amount of the capital ftock 
of the Company. Secondly, of jT.^oojOOo 
per annum to be fet apart on the firft of 
March and the firft of September, half 
yearly ; and applied in the difcharge of the 
before- mentioned bills of exchange, for 
the aforefaid reduftion of the India debt. 
Thirdly, of a like annual fum of j^. 500,000 
to the Exchequer, to be applied by Parlia- 
ment for the ufe of the Public, and to be 
paid on the firft of January and firft of 
July, half yearly, by equal inftalments. 
And, laftly, the furplus may be applied in 
the more fpeed^ reduction of the India 
debt, till reduced to two millions ; or in 
difcharging debts at home, fo as not to di- 
minifh the bond debt below ^.1,500,000. 
Subject to thefe appropriations, and after 
the debt in India is reduced' to two millions, 
and the bond debt at home to ^.i ,500,000 ; 
one Jixtb part of the ultimate furplus is to 
be applied to an increafe of dividend on the 
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capital ilock^ and the retnaining fivefixtht 
is to be made a Guarantee Fund, or col- 
lateral fecuritj for the Company^s capital 
ftock, and their dividend of ten per cent, 
until fuch fund, by the monies paid by 
the Company, and the intereft thereof, 
ihall have anM>unted to twelve roiilions ; 
aod after that time, the (aid five fixths of 
the fuiplus is to belong to the Public in 
full right. Thc{c five fixths are to be paid 
into the Bank, and laid out in the purchafe 
of redeemable annuities, in the names of 
the Gommifitoners for the redudHon of the 
National debt, who are alio to receive the 
dividends, and lay them out in like man- 
ner, until twelve millions have been in- 
irefled. That being accomplilhed, the an- 
nual dividends of the flock purchafed 
dierewith, are, in the firfl: place, to make 
good any defalcation in the Company's 
revenues, to pay the ten per cent, dividend, 
and fubjeft thereto, thofe dividends are to 
belong to the Public. If on the Com- 
pany's cxclufive trade being determined, 
their own aflets fhall prove infufficient to 
make good their debts, and alfo their capi- 
tal flock rated at 200 per cent., the excefs 
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of fuch Guarantee Fund is to make good 
the deficiency, as far as it will extend, and 
in the event of the Company difcontinuing 
their trade altogether, the excefs is to be- 
long to the Public. But if the Company 
(hall continue to trade with a joint flock, 
then the overplus, and the annual divi« 
dends thereof, are to remain as a like 
guarantee for a dividend of ten per cent, 
and the capital rated at J[^2oo per cent, as 
long as the Company (hall trade with a 
joint ftock ; but fubjedl to the making 
good any fuch deficiencies the faid fund is 
to be deemed the property of the Public. 

If the bond debt at home, or the debts 
abroad, after being reduced to the fums 
before limited, fhall be again increafed, the 
former appropriation is to be revived, un- 
til ihofe debts (hall be again diminifhed 
to their refpeftive ftandards before limited. 

Any deficiency in the Funds to make 
good the £'.500,000 to the Exchequer in 
any year, is to be made good in the ex- 
cefles of fubfequent years, unlefs it hap- 
pens in time of war, or by circumflances 
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incidental to. war, in which cafe the defi^^ 
ciencies are not to be carried forward as 
a debt on the annual funds of the Com* 
pany, nor be brought forward as a debt to 
be paid by the Company, unlefs only in 
the event of their affets,- on the concluiion 
of the exclufive trade affording more than 
fufficient to make good the capital flock, 
rated at £.zoo per cent, but any excefs 
of fuch aflets beyond that amount, is liable 
to make good the deficiency of any fuch 
payments to the Public ; no interefl is to 
be computed in the mean time on fuch 
deficiency. 

The fecurities given by the Cafhiers of 
the Bank, are to extend to the monies they 
may receive under this Aft, and the Trea- 
fury is to direft the allowances for manage- 
ment; and if the India Company make 
default in any payments directed by the 
A£t, they may be fucd, and (hall pay £.15 
per cent, damages with cofls of fuit. 

The Afl: direfts the manner in which 
receipts fhall be given, and a power is 
lodged in the Treafury to give the Com- 
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pany &rther time for payment in cafes af 
exigency. And it is declared, that nei- 
ther the claims of the Public, nor of the 
Company, to the territories in India, ihali 
be prejudiced by the Acft, beyond the pro* 
longation of the term in the exclufive trade. 
The 2& alfo contains a claufe of mutual 
acquittal of all outflanding demaud$ be- 
tween the Crown and the Company, to 
the 24th Day of December, i792« 

The AA recognizes the rights of the 
Company to a fum of £^46j9%^6 js. ^» 
in money and £^.9,750 Eaft India (lock; 
(which fums conftitute the feparate Fund 
of the Company, eilablifhed under the AA 
of 1 78 1 ;) and it is observed, that it will 
be more for the general intereft of the 
Company to continue that money employed 
in trade, computing an intereft upon it^ 
and to make it a fund for a permanent 
iix:rcale to their dividend, of los. per cent.^ 
than to draw it from their trading capital 
for any fudden diftribution. And it then 
authorizes and limits the Company to make 
a dhridend from this feparate fund, and 
the iatercil thereof, after the rate of loi. 
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per ceou per aniL during their farther term 
in the exclufive trade ; aiid at the end of 
the term^ it gives them a power of dif* 
pofiog of the remsModer of thb fiiod as they 
ihall think fit 

The Company are not to grant any 
peofions^ ot new fabries, bey<xid £.ioo 
pet ann* to any one peribn, without the 
conient of the Board of Control ; and 
they are to lay before Parliament, annually^ 
a lift of all their eftablifliments abroad, and 
at home, in which all peniions and new 
ialaries are to be particularly noticed ; and 
alio complete accounts of all their afl^rs, 
receipts and outgoings of the preceding 
year, with eftimates for the following year* 

All the old laws for preventing clan- 
deftine trade with India, and from lending 
to or ailifting, or being concerned with 
foreign Companies, or foreign traders, are 
wholly abrogated, and the following pro- 
viiions are fubftituted in their place, ob- 
ferving that the penalties are made to ex- 
tend only to fuch of His Majefty's fubjeds 
as belong to Great Britain, Guernfey, 
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Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, Man, Faro Ifles, 
or to the Colonies, Iflands, or Plantations 
in America or the Weft-Indies ; and that 
all veilels and goods forfeited, may be fei- 
zed by any of the Company's Officers in 
India or China. 

Perfbns going unlawfully to India, and 
trafficking there, forfeit ihips, veflcls, 
goods, and merchandize, and double the 
value thereof ; one fourth to the Informers, 
and three fourths to the Company, they 
paying thereout the cofts of profecution. 

Perfons unlawfully going to India, fhall 
be deemed unlawful traders, and fubjeft 
to the foregoing penalties and forfeitures, 
and may alfo be profecuted as for a crime 
and mifdemeanor, and be liable to fine and 
imprifonment. One moiety of the fine 
goes to the King, the other to the Com- 
pany, if they profecute, or elfe to any 
other informer. 

Perfbns unlawfully reforting to India, 
' may be feized and fent home for trial ; 
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* 

and, on arrival, they are to give bail, or 
be committed to prifbn. 



Peribus difinifled theiervice, orwhofe 
licenfes (hall have expired, if thej con- 
tinue in India, are to be coafidered as il- 
licit * traders^ and are made fubje£t to pe- 
nalties and forfeitures of goods, &c. as fuch. 

Goods (hipped clandeftinely, o( fuch as 
are reftrided by the Ad, and goods un- 
(hipped at fea, (hall be feized and forfeited, 
with double the value, and the Mafter, or 
other Officer, knowingly permitting or 
fufiering the (ame, (hall forfeit all his 
wages to the Company, to be deduded 
out of the monies payable to the owners, 
and be difabled from again ading in the 
iervice. 

Any who (hall (blicit for, or accept a 
foreign commiflion, to (ail to any trade in 
India, (hall forfeit £.500, half to the Com- 
pany, and half to the Pro(ecutor, or the 
whcde to the Company, if they (hall 
pro(ecute. 
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All Governors and Counfellors arc pro- 
hibited from trading, except for the Com* 
pany ; and all CoUeftors, Supervifors, and 
others employed in the Revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Oriflla, or their Agents, 
or any in tnifl: for them, are prohibited 
from inland trade, except for the Company. 
The Judges of the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature in Bengal, are abfolutely prohi- 
bited from traffick ; and none, without 
the permiffion of the Company, fhall trade 
in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, or Rice, 
on pain of forfeiture of the goods, and 
treble the value, one moiety to the Com- 
pany, and the other to the Profecutor. 

None fhall fend goods from India to the 
Continent of Europe, by any other chan- 
nel than as allowed by the Ad, on pain of 
forfeiture of double the value; but this 
reftridion is not to extend to matters of 
agency, only on the account bona Jule of 
any foreign Company or foreign Merchant. 

The Aft then prefcribes the method of 
fuing for forfeitures and penalties^ and 

4 
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determining the legality of feizures. It 
gives a right of fuing by Aflion, Bill, or 
Information, in any of the Courts of 
Weftminfter (in which cafe the venue is 
to be laid in London or Middlefex), or in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Ben- 
gal, or the Mayor's Court at Madras or 
Bombay ; and in fuch fuits the legality of 
feizures of perfbns, ihips, or goods, is 
made cognizable. In cafes of mifdemea- 
nors, the offenders are punifhable by fine 
and impriibnment, and if abroad, they 
may be fent home, as part of the punifh- 
ment ; and a capias, for arfefting the ac- 
cufed party, is given in the firft inflance, 
which m^y be compounded for by bail. 

For fecuring to the Crown the duties for 
goods unlawfully trafficked with, in the 
cafes of forfeiture of goods, the Attorney 
General may profecute the offenders, or 
their partners, by bills in a Court of 
Equity, waving penalties, and the defen- 
dants fhall make full difcovery of their il- 
licit traffick upon oath, and fhall be de- 
creed to pay all the duties thereupon to 
Government, and jT.^o §fx cejat. on the 
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value of the goods to the Company, and 
fhall be relieved againft all other forfeitures. 
The Company may, in like manner, pro- 
ceed againft offenders by Bill in Equity, 
and if they fail they (hall pay cofts. De- 
fendants are to pay cofts to the Crqwn 
and to the Company, when the decree (hall 
be againft them. 

If a common informer, before any fuit 
is commenced, ftiall make known any of- 
fence to the Company, or the Attorney 
General, and either of them (hall prefer 
a fuit in Equity, in that cafe the informer 
(hall be entitled to one third part of the 
fimple value of the concern which ihall bo 
recovered. But if the Directors prefer a 
profecution at law, the informer may pro- 
ceed, but (hall not difcontinue the fuit 
without their confent. 

When the Company are the firft infor-* 
mers, the whole of the informers' (hares 
of penalties and forfeitures (hall belong to 
the Company, although the fuit be comr- 
menced after the time elapied for comnxoa 
informers to fue or profegute th^ ofTenco* 
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On any fliit againft the Company of 
their Servants for feizing, &c. the defen« 
dants may plead the general ifiue, and give 
the ASt in evidence, and the burthen of 
proofs (hall be on the plaintiffs, that the 
feizure, Sec. was unlawful; and on non- 
fuit, verdidt, or judgment, the plaintiffs 
ihall pay treble cofls. 

The Adts or parts of A£ts repealed, are 
as follow : 9 and 10 W. IIL ch. 24, f. 8i. 
The whole of the temporary 'Aft of 5 Geo. 
L chap. 21. and fb much of the ieveral Adls 
ai eontinued it in force. The y Geo. L 
th. 2ty {4 t to C 9* The whole of 9 Geo. 
L ch. 26b The 3 Geo. II. ch. 14^ C 9. 
The 17 Geo. II. ch. 17, f. 11. The 10 
Geo. III. ch. 47, f. I and 1. The 13 Geo. 
Itt. ch. 63, £ 23 to 29; and f. 32 to 2$. 
The 2t Geo. III. ch. 65, f. 29. The 24 
Ceo« IlL ch. 25, f. 3, 13, 29, and 31. 
The whole of the 26 Geo. III. ch. 16; and 
the 32 and ^^ f. of 26 Geo. III. ch. 57. 
The repeal is not to extend to offences com- 
Haiftdd before the commencement of the 
Ad, nor is it to affect the powers of the 
pxtCtat Board of Control| until a new oiid 

X 2 
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ftiall be appointed ; nor to affeft the pow- 
ers given to the India Board by certain 
A61:s of the 28th and 3 1 ft years of the King, 
concerning the forces in India. 

The jurifdIiSion of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William, in caufes 
of Admiralty, is made to extend to the 
High Seas at large, whereby a defeft in 
the Aft of 1 773 for conftituting that Court 
is cured. 

For increafing the number of Magif- 
trates in Be.ngal, Madras, and Bombay, 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal 
is to iflue commiflions of the peace, in pur- 
fuance of orders iflued in Council for that 
purpofe ; and any of the Juftices, fb ap- 
pointed, may by order in Council, fit alfo 
in the Courts of Oyer and Terminer, ta- 
king the oaths of Juftices in England, 
excepting the oath prefcribed by the Aft 
of the 1 8 Geo. II. (relating to qualificatioa 
by eftate.) The proceedings and judg- 
ments of juftices may be removed to the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer by Certiorari, 
as may he done into the Court of King*s 
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Bench in England, and on fimilar condi^ 
tions, but cannot be iet afide for want of 
form, but on the merits only. The Juf* 
tices may al(b aflbciate with the Judges in 
caufes appealed, when called upon fb to do. 

The Governments abroad may appoint 
Coroners to take inquefts upon the bodies 
of perfons coming to an untimely end, and 
appoint fees to be paid for that duty. 

The Jufticcs of the Peace may appoint 
Scavengers, and raiie money by aileflrnents 
for cleanfing, watching, and repairing the 
ftreets of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay : 
they may alfb licenfe houfes for retailing 
ipirituous liquors, and fix the limits of thofc 
towns ; and none are to retail fpirits but 
fuch as they (hall fo licenfe, under the 
penalties of the laws of Great Britain. 

A ipecial oath is prefcribed to be taken 
in future by the Diredtors of the Company, 
prohibitory of their adting as -Diredtors, 
when concerned in buying from, or fel- 
ling to, the Company any goods ; and pro- 

itory of their being concerned in any 
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fliipping employed by the Company, or 
accepting any . prefent for any appoint- 
ment of office, or of being concerned in 
any private trade contrary to the Adt. 

Profccutions for any thing done under 
the A^ are limited to three years, or if 
the party aggrieved be abroad, then in 
three year$ after his return. 

The Aft is to commence in Great Bri- 
tain as foon as it fhall receive the Royal 
a0ent, and in India on the i fl of February, 
1794, except when any fpeciai comnj^ncc- 
ment is prefcribed in it 
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TT}€ Claufes in ABs of Parliament which 
conjiitute the Charter of Rights ofBritiJb 
India. 



21 Geo. IIL cap. 70, fee* ly. 

Provided always, and be it enaded, 

that the Supreme Court of Judicature at 

Fort William in Bengal f ihall have full 

power and authority to hear and deter* 

mine in fuch manner as is provided for 

that purpoie in the (aid charter or letters 

patent, all and all manner of adions and 

fuits againft all and fingular the inhabitants 

of the £ud city of Calcutta ; provided that 

dieir inheritance and fucceflion tq lands, 

rcQts, and goods, and all matters of con- 

tiaft and dealing between party and party, 

frail be determined, in the cafe of Ma* 

hmedansj by ,the laws and ufages of Ma- 

inmedansi and in the cafe of Gent4s^ by 
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the laws and ufages of the Gentds ; and 
where only one of the parties (hall be a 
Mahomedan or a Gentii^ by the. laws and 
ufages of the defendant. 

Sec. 1 8. And in order that regard (hould 
be had to the civil and religious ufages of 
the faid natives, be it enaded, that the 
rights and authorities of fathers of fami- 
lies, and nmafters of families, according as 
the fame might have been exercifed by the 
Gentii or Mahomedan law, (hall be pre- 
ferved to them refpedtivel/i within their 
faid families ; nor (hall any afts done in 
confequence of the rule and law of ca(t 
refpefting the members of the faid fami- 
lies only, be held and adjudged a crime, 
although the fame may not be held jufti- 
fiable by the laws of England. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enadled, that 
it (hall and may be lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort JVilliam m 
Bengal^ to frame fuch procefs, and make 
fuch rules and orders for .the execution 
thereof, in fuits, civil and criminal, againft 
the natives of Bengal ^ Bahar^ and Orijfa^ 
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as may accommodate the fame to the reli* 
gion and manners of fuch natives, fo far 
as the fame may coniift with the due exe- 
cution of the laws, and attainment of juf* 
tice. 

Sec. 20. Provided always that fuch new 
forms of procefs, and rules and orders for 
the execution thereof, (hall be forthwith 
tranfmitted to one of His Majefty*s princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, to be laid before 
His Majefty for his Royal approbation, 
correftion, or refufal; and fuclT^ocefs 
(hall be ufed, and fuch rules and orders 
ihall be obferved, until the fame ihall be 
repealed or varied; and in the laft cafe 
with fuch variation as fhall be made 
therein. 

24 Geo. III. cap. 25. fee. 39. 

** And whereas complaints have pre* 
** vailed, that divers Rajahs, Zemindars, 
•* Polygars, Talookdars, and other native 
** landholders, within the Britifh territo- 
ries in India, h&ve been unJufUy de- 
prived of, or compelled to. abandon and 
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*^ rclinquifh their relpcflive lands, jurif- 
^f didions, rights^ and privileges, or that 
** the tributes, rents, and fervic^s, re- 
<* quired to be by them paid or performed 
for their refpeftive pofleffions, to the 
faid United Company, are become grie- 
*• vous and oppreffive. And whereas the 
•' principles of juftice and honour of this 
" country require that fuch complaint 
*^ ihould be forthwith inquired into and 
^ invijiigatedj and if founded in truth, 
" cffcftually redreffed/' Be it therefore 
cnafted, that the Court of Directors of 
the faid United Coijipany fhall, and they 
arc hereby accordingly required forthwith 
to t^ke the faid matters into their ferious 
confideration, and to adopt, take, and pur^ 
fue fuch methods for inquiring into the 
caufes, foundations, and truth of the faid 
complaints, and for obtaining a full and 
perfe<9: knowledge of the fame, ^nd of all 
eircumftances relating thereto, as the faid 
Court of Directors fhall think beft adapted 
for that prurpofe; and thereupon, accord- 
ing to the eircumftances of the refpe^ve 
cafes of the faid Rajahs, Zemindars,^ Po- 
lygars, Talookdars, and other native land- 
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holders, to give orders and inftrudions to 

the feveral Governments and Presidencies 

in ImUa for efie£kually redrefling, in fuch 

manner as (hall be confident with juftice 

and the laws and cuftoms of the country, 

all injuries and wrongs which the (aid Ra« 

jahs. Zemindars, Polygars, Talookdars, 

and other native landholders, may have 

fttftained unjufUy in the manner aforefaid ; 

and for fettling and eftabliihing, upon 

pnnciples of moderation and juftice, ac- 

cording to the laws and conftitudon of 

India^ the permanent rules by which 

their refpedive tributes, rents, and- ier- 

vices ihall be, in future, rendered and paid 

to the faid United Company by the faid 

Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talook* 

dars, and other native landholders* 
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Mabomedan provincial Eflablijh^ 
ment in the Circars *. 



CHAP. I. 

« 

Officers of the Crown. 

I. AUMILDAR+, xhQ provincial delegate^ 
held his office moil commonly by Sunnud 
from the Nizam^ ox great ruler of the Six 

* Thi8 eftablifhment is extradied from Mr. Grant* $ 
foUtical furvey of the northern Circars^ prefented to the 
Hou(e of Commons on the motion of the Honor- 
able C* GrevUle^ in 1790, at the time when a letter 
from the Earl Cornwqllis^ on the fettlement of Babar 
ivas prefented by Mr. Dundas. Both communicaF 
tions remain undifturbed on the table of the Houfe 

» 

of Commons, and the fettlement itfelf remains j*^ 
to be explained to Parliament. 

t jtumtUar in the Circars wz9, in rank^ greatly 
below the Fou^edar of the Camat'u Ptgengaut and 
Erfab. 
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Souhahs of the Decan^ fometimes from the 
Soubahdar of Hydrabad. His local jurif- 
didion extended over all the maritime pro- 
vinces between Gondegama and the Chilka 
lake. He was inyefted with abfblute 
powers of Zelabdarry^ or provincial civil 
magiftracy ; Fougedarry^ military command; 
and Sbaikdarry^ or control of finance. 

« 

In his firft capacity of Ndzim or ruling 
magiftrate, he was guardian of the rights of 
Sovereignty. Arbiter of life and death, he 
prefided in perfon, or by Naib or deputy, in 
theSudder Cutcheree jidawletj or chief court 
of juftice. The Daroghay or principal clerk, 
prepared the indidtment, fummoned eviden* 
ces, and went through the forms of exami- 
nation directed by the bench. The Mufti^ 
or Molavif doctors learned in the law, ex- 
pounded the Koran. The Cazi^ or fupreme 
judge, pronounced the fentence. The 
Cutwalj or lieutenant of police, executed 
it, but only by the fpecial command of the 
Aumildar. 

As the reprefentative of Sovereignty, he 
took cognizance of, and ultimately andfolely 
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^etennined the more confideraUe dvil dif- 
piites, or caufes of coniiderable private 
property, fuch caufes being productive of 
heavy fines, and the ufual forfeiture of one 
fourth of the amount litigated to Gfovem- 
xnent, but he left the decifion of the inconfi- 
derable caufes to the Caxi^ they being un- 
productive of heavy fines* 

The Cn» was notary public alio, in the 
atteftdtion of deeds of grant, or contrafitp 
and writings in general. 

Thus, the Mahotnedan code was the law 
of the land, and regulated x)[icform of pro^ 
ceedings ; the exercife of it depended on 
die arbitrary will of the AumMar. 

In his fecond capacity of Sirdar Fouje^ 
or head of the troops, the Aumildar himfelf 
held the principal Jageer^ or military fief, 
either denominated Zatee or perfonal, Muf^ 
proof or conditional ; and the leffer Jageer^- 
dors and Munfuhdars^ with their refpedlive 
number of Sepoys^ were immediately under 
the command of the Aumildar. He made 
additbnal levies for apparent and ufeful 
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purpofeSy as Bukbjhi or paymafter, whicli 
always gives the higheft official defigxiation 
or title in the Mogul Government to the 
commander in chief of the imperial forces, 
and places him next in rank to the Vizier. 

• In his third capacity of Shaikdar^ or 
Dewanny delegate, the Aumildar exercifed 
the moft important funftions of his office. 
During the vigor of the Mogul Govern- 
ment, this office had continued feparate 
from the two former held by the Soubabdar^ 
his Nawabsy or deputies. On the revolution 
in favour of Nizam ul Moolky it was, in the 
firft inftance, united in his own perfon, 
and became of courfe fo, through all the 
gradations of fovereign authority ; he was 
virtually reflrained in nothing except aliena- 
tions of lands, remiffions of annual aflelT- 
ments, or an increafe of expence. The 
leafl encroachment on the more confequen- 
tial prerogatives of the crown was not to- 
lerated but by royal or viceroy al approbation, 
under the feals and iignatures of all the 
miniflers of flate. 

The Aumildary in his third capacity^ 
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prefident of all the fuperior provincial tribu- 
nals, alfo fuperintended thcSudder Dewanny 
jidawletj or principal court of exchequer. 
The Nazir^ or fupervifor enforced his de- 
crees through the agency of the Hazary^ or 
Commander of I GOO P^0/ii; oitht Seddiwar^ 
or head of loo; or of the Jammadar^ chief 
of any inferior indefiuite numbers of the 
Sehundy FuJJillit , or revenue troops, enter* 
tained every where originally on ftated 
monthly wages, but latterly, from abufe, on 
certain allotments of lands through the 
i^^txtniPergunahs^ fraudulently fequeftered 
from the Circar^ to increafe the private 
emoluments of the revenue ofEcers, 



Officers of the Revenue ^ 

Revenue officers were divided into two 
clafles; fuch as held their appointments, 
rights and privileges by Sunnud from the 
reigning Sovereign, with the good will of 
the Reyuts ; or fuch as were merely tempo- 
rary, and more immediately dependant on 
the Aumildar. 
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2. The De/mookj Zemindar^ Chowdry^ 
or chief of a diftri^ containJng one or 
more Pergutmahs by Sunnudj held the firft 
rank * : he was the intermediate agent 
of Gfovernment to fuperintend a portion 
of the country, to redrefs petty grie- 
vances, furnifli the hulbandman with 
neceffary advances, and to collect or be- 
come refponfible for the rent to the Circar 
or ilate. 

His allowances confifted of his Nancaff 
Saverumfj both fignifying fubfiftcnce in 
bread, being to arife out of fmall allotments 
of land, freed from all public charges, and 
conveniently difperfed through the diflrift 
ib as to make his prefence neceffary every 
where, and give him local attachment, and a 
greater eiSeft to his fuperintendance, in atten- 
ding to his own private intercfts. This terri- 
torial property was ufually in valqe equal to 



* Vide inquiry into Ztmindary tenures. Debrett^ 
1791. 

tN(fl«ftfr,of Perfian deriyation, applies to Bengal; 
Saverum^ of Telinia termination, in the Dicaiis 
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5 per cent, of his coUeAion, and he had in- 
variably 5 per cent, allowed on the amount 
of rents, coUefled under the denomination of 
Rujfooms^ cufloms or commiffion, and were 
fuppofed to promote the increafe of receipts 
and economy in the Majfuffil or detailed 
rural expences, and to promote the profpe- 
rity of the country. 

In procefs of time, and during the latter 
convuUions of the empire after the invafion 
of Nadir Sbab^ 1 739, not only fome of the 
Hindoo Jagecrdars and Zemindars^ but even 
inconiiderable Enaumdars^ or holders of 
charity lands, threw off allegiance, and 
particularly in the northern CircarSj con- 
founded thefe orders of officers under a com« 
mon appellation Zemindar^ and only to be 
diflinguiihed by their Sunnuds. 

3. The Defpandeaby Canongoe *, or pro- 
uncial regifler, for the mofl part exercifed 
by Brahmins : this is the only office to be 
found in the MuiTulman Government, in 



* Dijfandidb in the Decan ; Canpngoe in Bengali 
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its nature hereditary, from policy, to give 
the perfon holding it greater confidera- 
tion. The Canengoe regiftered all Firmans^ 
Sunnudsj grants of every kind ; and rules, 
ordinances, regulations of interior police, 
judicial decrees from each of the three de-? 
partments. It regiftered the Jumma^ Kau- 
mil J Toomar^ or original more perfect rent-, 
roll of the lands in detail, ferving as a ftan- 
dard or grofs valuation in political calcula- 
tions of the revenue, and to fix the amount 
of yageersj as well as religious or chari- 
table endowments ; the Saboody or actual 
fources of the coUedions made from the 
Reyuts ; the Jumtna Wuffel-Bauky^ or an- 
nual account of the afleffments, receipts, and 
balances of the country, as fettled with its 
intermediate agents; the divifions, meafure- 
ment, quality, and produce of the lands, 
enumeration of the villages, farms, huf- 
bandmen, manufafturers or artificers liable 
to taxation, and in general all donations, 
arrangements, and circumftances, affefting 
real or perfonal property, and particu- 
larly defining the proprietary intereft of 
the ftate, were naturally made matters of 
record in the Dufter or office oitht Defj^dn- 
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deah or Canongoe, as they could only be 
properly authenticated and acquire vali- 
dity after paffing through fuch form of re- 
giftration, to render this intended check 
more efficacious, not only on the Ze^ 
mindars anS lefler native fuperintendants, 
but alfo on the Aumldar himfelf» and all 
his immediate agents in affairs of civil ad- 
miniftration or finance ; private inter eft and 
hereditary independance were the powerful 
incentives added to perfonal honours, con- 
^deration and influence, toinfure the honeft 
full difcharge of this important truft. A 
Rujfoom of 2i per cent, on the revenue, af- 
certained by his own vouchers to have 
been coUeded throughout the country, was 
afligned to the Public Regifter, his heir» 
and deputies in perpetuity. In lieu of this 
commiffion, however, at prefent there are 
a number of Tiefpandeahs claiming a right 
to free Meeraffy^ heritable villages, or to 
others held by a tenure called Bilmokta or 
^alookdary^ at a low unalterable rent; but all 
thefe we apprehend to be improper aliena- 
tions made by the Defmooks or other offi- 
cers of Government in power, tapurchafe 
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greater dei&lcations from the ftated dues of 
the exchequer. 

4. The Puteelj MMcundum^ or chief 
Reyut of a Deh Gamy or village, was pre** 
cifely within his narrow precia£): what the 
Hefmook was in the Pcrgunnabj or Ze^ 
mndary^ 

5. The Koolcurny^ Cumumj Putwarry^ 
or accotnptant, held the next inferior gra- 
dation to the Defpandeab. 

Thefe were the principal and more per- 
manent officers of the revenue in a regular 
chain of fubordination to each other when 
afting under their native head, but ferving 
as mutual checks^dimmg xhtfufpended^Mxkion^ 
ty of the Zemndar^ either from infufficiency 
or mal-adminiftration : thm the interior 
management devolved on the fecond clafs 
of Officers of the revenue^ temporary and 
immediately dependant on the Aumldar 
himfelf, in the following order, 

I. The jimeetiy veiled with inquifitorial 
and controlling powers in general, be- 
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camo fecurity for the rents of the diftrlft 
committed to his charge* 

2. The Serijbtadar or Mujmuadar^ kee- 
pers of official forms, or annual adjuft- 
ments of the revenue, though they did not 
fuperfede or exonerate the C^/i^/sfg*^^, found it 
of advantage, and were always permitted, to 
interfere in fcruiinizing his condu<Sl, as well 
as in afcertaining the adual refources of the 
country, oftner to fatisfy the private enor- 
mous exaflions of corrupt agency, than to 
increafe inadequate public fupplies. In 
the Circar of Rajimundry^ at the period of 
the laft change in its Government, one of 
the moft remarkable inAances on record, 
perhaps, occurs in proof of the vaft indivi* 
dual benefits to be derived, with ordinary 
addrefs and knowlege, by the union of the 
two offices now in contemplation in the 
fame perfon, from the ignorance of the 
new rulers. 



3. ^ahfeeldars^ or colleftors of different 
denomination and rank, with their Mohcr^ 
rirs or writers of accounts, affumed the 
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inferior departments ufually affigned to the 
Mulluddum and Putwarry^ as far as the in- 
terefts of the ftate were concerned. 

Thus, then, it appears that xhtAumiUar^ 
in his capacity of Zelahdar^ Foiijedar^ and 
Shaikdar^ united in himfelf almoft all the 
executive powers of fovereignty, if not vir- 
tually all the legiflative authority exercifed 
^nder defpotifm. 

The immediate perfonal checks on the 
Aumildar^ the loweft reprefentative of the 
Ibvereign, rank or confequence, were, 

I. The Kelladary or commandant of 
principal forts, ufually held for life under 
approved condu(fl, and by form of tempo^ 
rary Sunnud from the adual ruler. A por- 
tion of the Havillee^ or houfehold lands of 
the Circar J was fet apart for the maintenance 
of the garrifon and repair of the fortifica- 
tions, A certain flock of provifions and war- 
like ftores were to be kept up, the allowance 
was invariable, unlefs to make up the loffes 
fuftained from a fiege. Jf no accounts 
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of ordinary expenditure were required, 
then the Jageerj or tenure, was denomi- 
nated Mujhroot or conditional. When the 
pay of the King's troops was in like noan- 
ner included in the grant, it was called 
Abjhamy a;id returns of the njen were an- 
nually made to the Mcr An rh:^ or grand 
mafter of the artillery ; but when the lands 
adjoining the fort were held by Bella Shirritj 
or unconditionally, nothing was required o£ 
the Kelladar befides fimple fealty to the fb- 
vereign ; and he was, in all refpefts, inde- 
pendant of intermediate authority, 

2. The Sewanah-Negar^ or news^ wri- 
ter, was a political intelligencer, or fpy 
on the conduct of the Aumildar and all 
the other officers of Government, em- 
ployed on the part of the Soubahdar or Na^ 
%im ; and the Wakeh-Kegar was properly a 
remembrancer oftranfaftions in the D^w^«;jy 
department : both thefe officers maintained 
a Weekly correfpondence openly with their 
refpeftiye principals, whether at Hyderabad 
or Delhu They were dreaded by the pro- 
vincial delegates, and venerated by the 
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vulgar in proportion to their ability and 
integrity. 

3. Nor were the reftraints of religious 
and moral preceptors wanting to curb the 
fuggeftions of unlawful ambition. A num- 
ber of learned men, under the common 
appellation of Mulla^ whofe duty it was to 
in{lru£^ youth, and inculcate among others 
the doftrine of paffive obedience to the 
Prince, were difpcrfed through the diftridls 
with competent Enaums or gifts of land. 
But thefe, with all the other conftitutional 
checks of Mogul Governraient, proved more 
or lefs efFeftual only in proportion to the 
vigor of the hand which held the reins of 
adminiflration. 



:saB 



CH.AP. II. 



Mahomedan Syjlem (f Revenue. 

When we confulcr the length of 
time the Britifh fovereignty has been efta- 
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bliihcd in the Circan ; the peaceable un« 
difputed poileilion for feventeen fucceilive 
years of a country To acceilible ; inhabited 
by a race of people fo fubmiinve and mild 
as not to have required, in fo long a period, 
the exercife of the old, or the inditution 
of a new, iyftem of judical adminiftration; 
that the government has been armed with 
all the plenary defpocic rights and privi- 
leges oi pediaps the moil abfolute Princes 
in the univerie; with a military power, 
direded by abilities formed in the circle 
of fcientific ' knowledge, of a nature 
greatly fuperior to what the Moguls could 
ever boail of in Hindoflan; that there 
were apparently fuch extraordinary op- 
portunities to gain information in every 
branch of politics, and trace true theory to 
its iburce, through the detail of pradical 
experience; it may feem wonderful that 
at this day fo little ihould be known of 
the ways and means, nuxle of manage- 
ment in raifing the public fupplies, and 
a^ual amount of revenue coUe^ed in be- 
half o( the ftate, as to encourage any in- 
dividual, from private experience and local 
obfervatson and inquiry, to ftep forth, in 
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the ambitious hope of being abid to fay 
fbmeihing new and interefting on a fubjedfe 
which at prefent fo deeply engager the at- 
tention and inquifitorial powers of the na- 
tion. But to a well-informed, unpreju- 
diced mind, it will ceafe to be a matter 
of wonder, that fo little progrefs fliould 
have been made in the knowledge of eaf- 
tern finance during the rapidity of Britifh 
conquefls, and under the circumflances of 
the Company^s fervantsin India, for many 
years back, fubjeft to a conflant fludua- 
tion in the government of our territorial 
acquifitions, and peculiarly embarraffed by 
the flruggle, for their adual pofTeflion and 
annexed influence, between the crown and 
proprietory Interefls, and by the want of au- 
thentic local information, unable to difcri- 
minate by whom, or under what forms> the 
rightsoffovereignty ought and fhould conti- 
nue to be exercifed: when it is farther confi- 
dered that all public accounts of the reve- 
nue, and in general the whole political 
learning of Hindoflan, are locked up in 
the intricacy, fludied ambiguity, and ver- 
bofe inaccuracy of Perfian manufcript wri- 
tings ; and that no adequate inducement^ 
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have been held out to encourage apainfui 
andt in itfelf, generally fpeaking, an un- 
profitable Audy of the eailem languages^ 
fo neceflary to develop the true efficient 
principles of a fyftem of political economy ; 
and even among the few individuals who^ 
rather from motives of private iatisfa£tion 
or a natural bent, may be faid to have 
miipent their time in eadern literature, 
fcarcely one is to be found who has gone 
throughacourie of general oriental hiftory^ 
much lefs has perufed, or perhaps ever 
beard of, many of thofe dry, iucorredl, 
and tedious narrations, which contain the 
particular annals of Hindoftan in detail, 
and which, though often mortifying to the 
pride of freedom, in inflances of the mofl 
iervile flattery or unmeaning praife beflow* 
ed on rulers, as well as always difgufling 
to Cbriftian humanity ; in exhibiting in na- 
tive deformity the horrid depravity, oppref- 
iion, and tyranny of Mahomedans ; may yet 
be of (bme univerfal utility in conv^ing a 
true knowledge of fads more or lefs im« 
portant to the interefts of nunkind, and 
are indiipenfably neceflary to the perfed 
Dnderibading of the pafl and prefent fyftem 
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of local adminiftration, or to the framing of a 
new and more intelligent one for the future. 
But when it is known how few, if any, 
of the Company's civil fervants in the Cir^ 
cars have been induced to learn the Per- 
fian language, either from want of encou- 
ragement, or from the facility of procuring 
Hindoo interpreters, who, with a know- 
ledge of the Englifh, might be fuppofed 
capable of tranfadling the bufinefs of the 
country through the medium of their na- 
tive diale£ls, it muft of confequence follow, 
that all original, more authentic accounts 
of the revenue, hiflorical detail of manage- 
ment, and lights into the fettled forms of 
government, the rights and privileges of 
the Prince or people, by a critical exami- 
nation of treaties, Firmans^ Svunuds^ tem« 
porary or hereditary tenures, have been 
almoft univerfally, abfolutely, and wholly 
precluded, or of no avail to the fuperinten- 
ding agents of finance : confequently there 
could be no virtual control over the inferior 
intermediate native offlicers employed, 
whofe interefl it was, for the mdfl part, 
to deceive, who in common pradice are 
endowed with fufficient cunning to fecond 
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dieir intereft. and in important arnnge- 
menty are themfelves liable to be impofed 
on through their technical literary defici- 
ency ; and above all, when it is remem- 
bered that on the firft acquifition of thefe 
provinces, neceflity, perhaps, threw the 
whole executive adminiftration for the three 
following years into the hands. of an un- 
principled intrigueing MuiTulman AumiU 
daty formerly in office under the Nlzamut ; 
in conjunftion with an artful intelligent 
Hindoo, elevated, on that occafion, rather 
informally, to the high incompatible lucra- 
tive trufts oi Dewarij or public interpreter, 
and of Serijhtadarj or a£tual chief Canon- 
goe : that in confequence of a combination 
fo powerful to veil the myftery of finance, 
or rather the defalcations of immediate 
agency, under the pretended forms of an- 
cient- practice, an example and routine of 
management was eftablifhed which necef- 
farily (hackled all future fuperintendance :— 
we repeat, when thefe various circum- 
flances are known, it may feem more fur- 
prizing that fo much fliould have been rea- 
lifed and brought to public credit, under 
the head of revenue, than that {o little 

M 
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fh6tl& ytt be generally underftood. A s to th* 
pretehfions of an individual to any thing new 
or Ihtcitftin^, whatever they liiay be, he 
claitils ho particular merit ; he \Vas a mere 
fojciumet in the country , which faeobferved: 
his officfe of Puilic Minijier to the Nizhni' % 
cdurt neccffarily required fome knowledge of 
caftern language, and the proper difcharge 
of its moft ordinary funftions implied a ge- 
neral acquaintance with every branch of 
politics ; at the faine time a private inters 
eourfe, founded on a very trifling obliga- 
tionj with the firft State/man in point of 
ftation and rank in the Decah, perhaps the 
greateft that has appeared of high birth h\ 
Hindoftan during the prefettt age, in uni- 
veirfal learning and experienced ability, ac- 
cidentally opened a way to uncommon 
fources of information, to an extenfive li- 
brary, and to moft ufeful public records 
of the higheft authority; the negle£t of 
vvhich would have argued the greateft 
demerit, confidering the difficulty- of an 
European's gaining political inftrudtioii 
through the beft native channels, (hut up 
with the moft cautious jealoufy igainft 



C '^3 ] 

t 

foreign inquiry. In regard to apprehenfion 
of incurring the imputation of prefumption 
in refuting received opinions, however far 
they may have had the fanflion of the moft 
refpeftable pcrfonages, an individual, juf- 
tified on fuch inveftigation in conceiving 
the general belief to be founded in error, 
and of dangerous tendency, muft be 
ihielded, by a fenfe of public duty, by the 
coufcious reftitude of his own intentions, 
and reft his defence on the truth of fedls 
and juftnefs of obfervation, on the fubjefl: 
of finance, within the large fcope of pre- 
fent confideration, which may be divided 
into the four following heads, viz. 

I ft. The nature and fburces of the re- 
venue of the Circars, proportioned to the 
total prod.uce of the country. 

2dly, The mode of fettling the Jumma- 
bundy, or raifing the annual fupplies of 
government. 

3dly, The grofs and net receipts of the 
public treafury. 

4thly, From an account of current 
charges, to deduce a propofed fcheme of 
future expenditure. 
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CHAP. III. 



^he Nature and Sources of Revenue, 



It is well known that throughout the 
whole of Hindoftan the ordinary revenue 
of Government is comprifed under the 
two general denominations of MHAL, or 
territorial Revenue ^ and SAIR, or Impo/is. 

I. Sair^ 

Arifing from a variety of impofts, 
chiefly on perfonal property, fluctuating 
and uncertain in its amount, is there- 
fore of an unfettled, precarious nature, 
afcertainable only at the clofe of the year, 
and under the following impofts or Aboabs^ 
including alnioft the whole fyftem of tax- 
ation in Europe. 

1 . The Mahfool^ or cuftoms on exports 
and imports, were fixed by the Moguls at 
five per cent, from Hindoos, or half that 
proportion from merchants of their own 
perfuafion, or favoured foreigners ; but this 
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diftln£):lon of perfons under Engliih ad- 
xniniftration has of courfe been laid afide. 

2. The Rahdarry is an inland toll col- 
Icfted at different Chowkiesy or ftations on 
the roads, from paifengers, or on account 
of merchandize, grain, and all the necef- 
faries of life carried to market ; and being 
exacted at an indefinite rate, according to 
the ufual indifcretion of Zemindars or 
other officers of Government, is intolera- 
bly burthenfome to the lower clafs of peo- 
ple, without producing any adequate bene- 
fits to the flate. 

3. The Pandery^ or tax on the (hops of 
workmen and retail merchants in towns; 
or under a different denomination, on the 
temporary flails, erefted during the fairs 
held annually at places of Mufliilman pil- 
grimage, or Hindoo worfhip, formed alfo 
a gonfiderable branch of the Sair\ together 
with licences to the makers and fellers of 
fpirituous liquqrs, or the keepers of bro- 
thels : in like manner in many places 
were included a tax on houfes in general, 
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on inarriage» on loonns^ on the cloth ma« 
nufadured* 

4* The Mhoterreffa^ or poll tax, on ar- 
tificers aiid manufefturers, continues every 
where a great difcouragement to iiiduftry. 

5. The Jizea^ or tribute impofed on tho 
Hindoos as idolators, was, perhaps, for the 
laft time, colleflied iu the beginniixg of the 
prefent century, by Afmur tCdnn^ the fa- 
ther of the Nabob Mahomimd Alij when 
a£i;ing as fuperintendant of this branch of 
the revenue in the town of Sura/; but> 
what may appear ftrange, the perfonal 
exactions, under the Muffulman govern- 
ment from Indian pilgrims refotting to 
yaggernau/f or other famous Pagodas, are 
ftiU rigoroufly enforced by the freeft Mah- 
rattah rulers, fuperftitious adherents of 
Braminical faith, the fucceffors to the ty- 
rannical dominion of Iflamifm. 

« 

6. The Ferroay^'foi^edarryj or produce 
of fines, confifcations, and the Cbput or 
fourth of fums litigated iu the civil courts^ 
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made no iticonfidcrahle part of the y^xuMfi 
uncertain fourpes of public fuppiy. 

y. To thefe txiay be a^dcd, ^vith^Q the 
Northern Circars^ the profits owfaltfarWy 
eflimated at a lack and a half of rup^s^ 
or about two thirds of the prime coft of 
near ten lacks of maunds^ exclufive of half 
that quantity exported annually to Bengal 
before the late prohibition there, on a mc« 
dium of 25 rupees per maund. 

8. The yearly rent of cocoa-nut and 
pal(nyra tre^s, in the neighbourhood of the 
{c^ ports moft frequented by L^fcars and 
fiihermen, and chiefly near the mouths of 
the Goadaveri^ properly dependant on the 
port of Mqfulipatam, though fometime 
fince included in the zemiudaries of A/^- 
gletore and Peddapore^ and which, at one 
fupee each tree, may be rated at leafl two 
lacks and a half rupees ^^dditional, as ^ri- 
fing from barren unapprqpriated lands. 

The total of all thefe Jlboaks or impofts^ 
levied under the general head of Sair^ 
either in the Circars or any other part of 
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Hindoftan, never exceeded one tenths and 
now falls rather fliort of that portion of 
the ftated public income ; and they were 
thought of fuch little account to the ftate, 
{ex oppreffive in their nature for the moft 
part to the poor, confequently fo repug- 
nant to the principles of the eftablifhed as 
well as every other fyftem of religion, that 
the wife and politic jilem Geer, the laft 
great Emperor of the Hindoftany race of 
Timoor^ abolifhed by tdi& feventy of thefe 
feveral articles of taxation ; though the 
felfifh lenity of the Prince, and a degree 
of refraftorinefs of Foujedars and Jagheer- 
darsy whofe fiefs continued to be valued 
without abatement, according to xhtjumma 
Kaumilj or old flandard afTefTment, which 
included the recently prohibited jiboabsy 
combining with the fubfequent diforders 
of the empire, virtually prevented then, 
and ever fince, the carrying into efFeft the 
royal mandate, which remains an hiflorical 
record of what ought to be done in policy 
and humanity, but could not be realifed by 
the equivocal benevolence of an eaflern 
defpot. 
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2. The Mhalj or Landed Property. 

This firft-mentioned general dlflindive 
term of revenue, which conftitutes the 
grand, the permanent, afcertainable fource 
of finance, over the whole of Hlndoftatij and 
indeed all the reft of AJiay under one uni- 
verfal rule, perhaps peculiar to this quarter 
of the world, though admitting of many 
fubordinate variations in its feveral divi- 
(ions, is the important branch of re- 
fource to which we fhall confine our far- 
ther difquifitions. Nothing can be more 
erroneous than the public opinion enter- 
tained of the nature of our territorial income 
throughout the Britifh dominions iii India : 
in Bengal^ where moft progrefs hath been 
made in afcertaining the true original prin- 
ciples of the actual fyftem of revenue, it is 
generally confidered under the denomina- 
tion and common idea of a land tax^ im- 
pofed on certain clafles of native and fup- 
pofed hereditary proprietors called Zemin- 
dars^ from a compound in the Perfian lan- 
guage fignifying literally tenants or holders 
of land. In the Circars it has acquired the 
more dignified appellation of Tribute^ and 
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the petty farming land-holders from whom 
it is collected, h^ve been fometimc? honou- 
red with the title of feuda^o^y lords, but 
moft commonly with that of R^yab or be? 
reditary Hindoo Princes. It would be no 
very difficult matter to fhew the founda- 
tion of thefe miflakes, and their dangerous 
influence in determining the opinions of 
thofe, who have only European icjeas to 
comprehend the ftate of things in Afi?,- 
conveyed in general term? of the EngU(H 
lan^yage ; but it is our prefent \aSkf ratheif 
to exhibit the truth of a ^i^^i^^nt,, ^j}^ 
what we conceive to be t;he only prpp?? 
definition of Indian revenue, vi?^* not a tax 
of one fifth, as in England, on the propri- 
etory income of freehold eftates— r-far lef^ 
a feu-duty, or fixed perpetual quit-rent, 
on fuch as are held in vaiTalage an4. by the 
ancient military tenures known in other 
parts of Europe ; but in form and fadt the 
landlord^ ^ proportion, fettled on a niedivini 
at one fourth the Kebb(n or Chout * of the 

• Hence the derivation of the modern claim of the 
Mahrattas, who, in gaining the afcendancy over, and 
ia imitation of the Moghuls, exa£led from Fouj/sdai^$ 
gnd Jageerdars of ^he latter, the f^^xe propoxtipn of 
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original grofs produce of the lajid, ihared 
with the tenantry ; or rather a yearly rent^ 
variable according to the circumftanges of 
the country at the period of adjuftments 
paid to Government as the fole, legal, 
known, territorial proprietor, as generally 
underftood by the Reyuts^ or ioimediate 
cultivators of the foil, through (he agency, 
for the moft part, of a certain clafs of Hin- 
doos, nominated in behalf of the ilate, with 
iuitable appointments in land and money, 
to the office of Zemindar or fuperintendan^ 
of a local provincial fubdiviiion, and who, 
coUeftively, to the greater fatisfad:ion of 
the people, as native guardians of the pub- 
lic peace and private rights, as well as re- 
ceivers, or xzthtx farmers-general^ of the 
revenue, relieved their ignorant voluptuous 
MufTulnian rulers from the intricate trou- 
blefome detail of internal police, and the 
management of MofuJJil collections.— 
That this was, and continues to be, the 

ibeir income that tb^fe levied from the ReyiUs or infe« 
j-ior tenants of the foil ; and at firft with the more 
ready concurrence of the fovercign, becaufe the de- 
mand did not come home immedbtely to himfelf, and 
^nly leflfened the power of many refradory fubje£ts. 
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true nature of the territorial income of the 
CircarSj under the Company's, or former 
adminiftrations, can only be 'fully illuftra- 
ted by taking a fliort general review of the 
original inftitution and progrefs of the 
Moghul fyftem of finance in Hindojlan, 
which is ftill regarded, in fadl or by legal 
conftrudlion, as the only genuine fource 
and fupport of every adlually eftablifhed 
mode of raifing the fupplies, throughout 
one and all of the diflevered members of 
this once great empire. 



CHAP. IV. 

Tooril MulPs Syjlem of Finance. 

Much hath been faid of the AJfil 
Tootnar-Jumma^ or original roll of the rent, 
agreeable to the firft general affeffment of 
the twelve Soubahs of Hindofian north of 
the Nerbuddahj undertaken and imperfeAly 
accompliflied through the agency of the 
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famous Hindoo Rajah Toorll MuUj in the 
reign of Akbar^ one of the greatcft Mog- 
hul Emperors ; but of the performance^ 
little more feems to be known in Europe 
than the total amount for which the ie* 
veral diftrid:s were rated ; or of its author, 
any thing farther than that he was an able 
financier* The following ihort analyfis, 
therefore, of a work fb celebrated, connec- 
ted with as much as may be neceflary of 
the hiftoiy of the man, may be equally new, 
as it appears eiiential to the more perfedl 
underftandiug of the fubje£k under confi* 
deration. 

Toaril Mull^ of the Kehtery caft, from 
Lahore^ and at length railed to the Mem- 
fubj or dignity of 4000, began his political 
career in the province of Gujerat^ both 
as a military commander and intendant of 
the revenue, in 1573 of the Chriftian era. 
The two following years he aded in the 
fame capacities in Bengal, with greater re- 
putation, during the viceroyalty of Khan- 
jeban^ He was afterwards deputed a fe- 
cond time to Gujerat ; and, on his return 
to Delhi ^ in 15779 having reiumed the of- 
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nee of Pejhcarj or Chief affiftant to the Vi- 
zicr Shah Munfoorj which he held in the 
intervals of his refidence at the capital, had, 
ho doubt, a great (hare in the regulations 
of that year ; fuch as the divifion of the 
empire into twelve Soubahs ; the appoint- 
ment of eight principal officers, with dif- 
tin6t independant powers to each ; and a 
fixed Jummabundy^ or annual fettlement 
of the revenue, formed on a medium of 
the tell preceding years adual receipts, ac- 
cording to the beft information which could 
be obtained from the local inveftigations 
of a number of Ikilful Ameens diftributcd 
throiighout the feveral provinces. , But it 
was not until 1582, when he received, 
for the fecond time, inveftiture of the Vi- 
zaret, AJhraf Dewan^ or poftof high trea- 
furer of the empire, that he projected his 
famous fcheme of finance, which he com- 
pleted in the fhort period of his adminjf* 
tration, which terminated with his life in 
1589. It has been univerfally admitted as 
a model of perfeftion, and ferving as a ba- 
ils for the aftual coiledions in every part 
of iHIndoftan, without any variation in 
the principle, or much .increaffc in the 
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amount of afleifinent, to the preient time ; 
excepting in the maritime countries^ fince 
fo prodigioufly enriched by an enlarged di- 
ttOi commerce with Europe ; or in fuch 
other places as were not then completely 
fubdued, or of which the valued rent could 
not, m his time, with fufficient accuracy 
be afcertained* 



CHAP. V- 

Rules of Settlement. 
] . The Rebba^ or Jummabundy Nekdy. 

X HE ultimate point of perfe£tjon aimed 
at in the revenue department was, to form 
a rent-roll on an adual meafurement of 
the lands of exadly one fourth of their full 
annual produce, fhared with the hufband- 
min, to be paid into the royal treafury 
in fpecie, according to the number of 
iBegbas^ or extent of ground in cultivation, 
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diftributed into four claffes expreflive of 
the nature of the foil, and to be invariably 
rated by a mediuni then ftruck of the real 
value of the feveral produdions, through- 
out the year, as afcertained on the fpot : 
this was called the Jummabundy-Nekdy^ or 
monev fettlement ; and the farms fb rented 
were denominated Ruckbah^ an Arabic term 
iignifying pofleffions held by a flavifh te- 
nure, though probably introduced in Hin- 
dojftan from the more ancient cuftom of 
afleffing the country by the eftimatcd la- 
bour of a yoke of oxen. But fuch a fcheme 
of finance was only applicable to, and in- 
tended for, places where circumftances of 
foil, population, commerce, and general 
civilization, admitted of the more improved 
ftate of agriculture in its various branches, 
arifing from the. fuperfluities, as well as the 
iicceflaries, of life : agcordingly it prevailed 
chiefly in the Soubahs of Delhij Agra^ 
Gujerat^ and Bahar ; Bengal being at that 
time as little known as imperfedlly reduced, 
and its climate held in fuch difrepute, as 
to imprefs the idea of banifhment on the 
minds of thofe who afterwards carried thi- 
ther in multitudes all the enriching arts of 
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luxuiy^ and acquiefced in the propriety of 
beftowing the epithet " Paradife of Re* 
" giom'^ on a place of refidence before 
coniidered with dread, and reibrted to only 
from neceffity. 

2. Buttacy or Divijton of Crops. 

In the other provinces not above men« 
tioned, the public revenue was levied by a 
different rule, technically uuderftood un-^ 
der the Hindoo word Buttai^ fignifying di- 
viiion, which was better adapted to the 
fcanty refources of an indigent, ignorant 
peafantry, deriving their fubfiftence chiefly 
from paflure lands exempted from taxa- 
tion * ; or who, contenting themfelves 
with the luxuriant growth of a fingle har- 
veft, where two might be produced vvith 
little additional labour, required that fpur 
to induftry given by a judicious increafe of 
the demands of government ; and who, a9 
yet generally unufed to a gold or filver 
currency, were, for the moft part, obliged 

* Excepting the trifling tax of three Daunu annually 
for every head of oxen, and Jix for buffaloes, paftured 
on improveable uncultivated ground, to ferveas a fti^ 
mulus to agriculture. 

N 
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to pay their rents in kind. Agreeable to 
this mode^ it was ordained, that the great 
natural produdions in all forts of grain and 
pulfcj depending on the periodical rains^ and 
reaped in either of the two feafons Khereef 
or Rubbi^ being wholly afcertained, and 
accurately cftimated on the fpot by the 
Mokeem or Ikilful appointed appraifcrs, 
fhould be equally divided, fhare and (hare 
alike, between government and its Reyuts^ 
or hulbandman : nor will fuch appear an 
inequitable participation, though the ex- 
pence of feed, with the whole of the la» 
hour, fell on the latter, when we confider 
the facility of the fimpleft culture ; the 
generally forty-fold . returns of a quick 
fpontaneous vegetation ; together with the 
peculiar advantages to a Hindoo^ of a free, 
unbounded, common pafturage. When 
the like corn and green crops were produ- 
ced out of feafon, or by the incrcafed toil 
and charge of watering them artificially 
from wells, public refer voirs, or by means 
of drains from rivers, then the ftate was 
only to be entitled to one third proportion 
of the grofs original produft, as fole pro- 
prietor of the foil ; but with refpefl: to ar- 
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tides of greater value thus brought forth, 
fuch as ophium, fugar cane, vines, plan- 
tains, mulberry and cotton plants, the ihare 
claimed from the immediate cultivators, 
through the agency of Zemindars or Far- 
mers General, by a lenient, wife, benefi- 
cent government, varied from^ one fourth 
to one eight of the entire yearly crop, ac- 
cording to the additional expence and la- 
bour of culture, the length of time re- 
quired in bringing fuch produftions to ma- 
turity, and the dijflance, the hazard, or 
trouble of carrying them for fale. More- 
over, in countries where this rule of But^ 
tai, oy divifion of the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary harvefts between the Prince and 
his farming fobjefts was eftablifhed, yet 
it was always in the option of the latter, 
as it may be faid to have been the termina- 
ting, ultimate view of the former as land^ 
lord, when agriculture was in its improved 
ftate of new and various cultivation, to 
commute the larger proportions of rent as 
paid in kind, for the Rebba^ or pecuniary 
afleffment of one fourth^ as fettled in other 
places, on a meafurement of the lands, to- 
gether with a medium valuation of their 
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whole and mixed produce annually. There 
were ftill, however, very extenfive tra^s 
of the Moghul dominion either totally un- 
explored, difficult of accefs, or imperfectly 
fubdued, which neither of the foregoing 
modes could bring into a general computa- 
tion of the revenue ; thefe diftrids were, 
therefore, eftimated according to the beft 
informations poflible to be obtained for the 
prefent, fubje<ft to future alterations ; and 
thus were compleated the foundations of 
that famous original fyftem of finance in- 
volved in the ^oomar Jumma of Tooril 
Mull, intended to fuflain the vaft fabrick 
of the Moghul empire. 



CHAP. VL 

Divifion of the Provinces. 

The Dijlribution of Lands into Khalfa. and 

Jageer. 

f W\ 

X HE means of realizing this new-formed 
univerfal rent-roll, were made fubfervi- 
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antly- relative to the fupport of the imperial 
faoufehold, together with the civil and mi- 
litary eftabliihments ; the economical re- 
form of which, particularly the latter, 
was the next grand obje£k of the minifter's 
general plan. Accordingly, the whole 
kingdom as now aflefied was diftributed 
into lands immediately dependant on the 
Khalfa-^hereefa^ or royal exchequer, or 
fuch as were aiiigned over to the greater 
or lefler officers of government for the 
maintenance of troops and perfbnal digni- 
ties, by a feudal temporary tenure, at firft 
called Akta^ then Jageer^ fignifying terri- 
torial pofleflions fb alienated at the will, 
and during the precarious favour of a def- 
potic monarch. 

I • ^e Khalfa-Shereefa Lands ^ 

Included the capital town with its de- 
pendant circar^ or province of a Soubah or 
viceroyalty ; and the principal Pergunnah^ 
or diflrift of all the other circars under 
the fubordinate rule of Nabobs^ Fougedars^ 
or Aumilsj conftituting together the whole 
Havillee or houfehold lands of the Empe- 
ror, let apart to defray his perfonal and 
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court expences, thofe of his guards, ftate 
garrifons, as well as the fimilar eftabltih* 
meats of all his delegate-reprefentativcs 
throughout the empire ; they included 
alio in general, the allotments, the 
largeft, the richeft, and beft afcertained 
portion of the country, which, befides its 
geographical^ juridical fubdivifions, was 
parcelled out into other financial divifions, 
depending on the amount of revenue, beiqg 
one crore of daums^ or two and a half lacks 
of rupees per annum : thefe were denomi- 
nated Chucklas ; and the immediate fuper- 
intendance, internal management, and col- 
le£lorfhip of each, were conferred on the 
wealthieft, moft Ikilful, trufty Hindoo 
farmers which could be found in the dif- 
trift, with an allowance of five per cent, 
on the net receipts of the treafury from 
their colledlions, in addition' to fmall free- 
hold poffeffions in lands for family fubfift- 
ence, already defcribed under the appella- 
tions Nancar or Saverum ; and the officers 
thus employed, were at firft diftinguiflied 
by the name Crory^ afterwards more fami- 
liarly known as Zemindars ; though the 
original deiignation is ilill made ufe of ia 
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all the Muffulman capitals, but with a to- 
tal change in the nature and forms of the 
public charge from whence derived. 

2. Jageer Landsy 

Included the other great divifion of the 
country, and were afligned over, at the new 
valuation, to the feveral military comman- 
ders for the maintenance of their refpedli ve 
troops, included, for the mofl part, the 
leaft productive unfettled diftri£ts with a 
view to further improvement and more per- 
fect fubjedlion, under the advantages of a 
local, joined to the vigor of a fpecies of 
feudal adminiftration ; the lands thus dif- 
tributed in all the twelve Souiahs of the 
empire, as befl calculated for the purpofes 
of finance, as well as to enfure the ftability 
of recent conquefls under an unnatural 
foreign yoke, though generally diftinguiflied 
by the Arabic term ^kta^ or the fynoni^ 
mous Perfian word Jageer^ yet received 
various more particular denominations from 
the nature of the different tenures on which 
they' were held. 
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I. Military tenures. 

The general term for fuch poffeffions was 
underftood to be nothing more than a fimplc 
allotment of an extenfive territory, with its 
jurifdidtion and revenue, to a Fougedar^ or 
military commander, for a limited or indefi- 
nite period, under an exprefs obligation of 
maintaining a certain body of troops to at-- 
tend the King in perfon or any of his lieu- 
tenants in the field. Such were in modern 
times, the Fougedaries of Kerpah and the 
Carnatic Payengauty dependant on the Sou- 
bah of Hydrabdd. 

%. The leffer grant of Tyeul^ moft cool* 
monly confined to a fingle Circar^ was 
confidered of a more permanent nature, 
and, befidestheexpence of aftandingforce, 
was fbmetimes, ^as Karnool in the beginning 
of the prefent century, burthened with 
particular fervices, or a fmall quit rent. 

^. The Syeurghal was an aflignmcnt 
yfually for life, on certain lands for the 
whole or part of their aflefled revenue, 
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wkhout any local jurifdidion ; iimilar to 
that beftowcd on Lord Clive in the com- 
pany's Zemindary of Calcutta, which^ 
though denominated Cilia Sherrit^ or an 
unconditional fief, anfwers exadly to the 
Zatee^ or perfbnal Jageer^ of rhe modems ; 
in like manner as the preceding tenure of 
^eu/y being alio of Moghul or Turkifh 
derivation, correfponds with that now in 
ufe, under the terms Mujhroot^ or condi- 
tional, and Ahjhatn^ Sepaht^ or military 
JageerSj appropriated either for the fupport 
of garriibns or provincial troops. 

Civil Grants. 

5. Under the diviKion of aiHgned country^ 
were alio claiTed thofe petty alienatiixis 
confining of a few Beghas of ground, made 
over by the prince in the manner of a reli- 
gious, charitable, or gratuitous donation^ 
for the maintenance of individuals fingly^ 
or in community ; thus an j^yma was 
granted to profeiTors of learning and the 
Muflulnun faith, as well as to public foun- 
dations or feminaries, fuch as Gopamow in 
the Soubah of Oude^ and Pundua m Bengal 
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6* Enaums were the meaneft and more 
general gifts of land as beftowed on mendi- 
cants, whether Hindoo or Mahomedan, the 
common Singers, Bramins and likewife 
on Zemindars^ under the more particular 
denomination of Nan-car^ or means of fub- 
fiftence. Though the arrogance of fome 
of the ufurping rulers of the prefent age 
has impofed the fame word as defcriptive 
of the higheft, moft extenfive grants, on the 
ignorance, in fuch matters of form, of 
thofe who had the power or influence ta 
command the greateft real favours *• 

Hmtable Lands. 

3. AL-TUMGHA, according to the lite- 
ral fignification of the two Arabic terms of 
which this technical one is compofed, con- 
veyed gratuitoufly from the fovereign to a 
few of the moft favoured of hisfervants, a 
fmall heritable grant of territorial property, 
perhaps, then, and fince, the only one of 

* Vide the Nizam*s Sunnnds to the Ej^ft-India 
Company for the fovereignty of the northern C/r- 
tars^ in conformity to the tenor of the MoghuKsi 
Firmaun. 
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the kind in the whole fyftcm of Muflulman 
jurifprudence. Sometimes the fame Ja-^ 
geerdar held all the principal fubordinate te- 
nures within the limits of his jlkta^ or 
more extenfive jurifdidion ; though this 
was contrary to eaftern policy as in thefe 
days, the Nabob Zuffer »' Dowlah enjoyed 
in his T^urref»durry^ or divifion of the N/- 
%anC^ dominions, the T'yeul of the Circars 
of Commamet and Worangoky the Syeurghal 
of many leffer diftrids, together with the 
Altumgha oiNiermul : nor were fuch hold- 
ingsentirely confined toMahomcdan^z/^^^rj, 
for we find even in Akbar\ reign, that 
the great Hindoo Rajahs, of Marwar and 
Jaepfur^ after being conquered and wholly 
deprived of their ancient poflefiions among 
the hills of Ajmere^ received them back as 
military fiefs, fubje£t to the new regulations 
of the Moghul empire ; and when the fame 
princes were afterwards fo far humbled as 
to fubmit to the mortifying, though In- 
tended conciliatory y requifition of the Em- 
peror, to fend their daughters to the royal 
Haram, to be efpoufed under a rule the 
moil repugnant to their natural principles, 
their afiigned territories were* enlarged 



>beyond the ufual extent of the mod conii-. 
derable Jagetrs. It muft fkrthei; be remem- 
bered that one and all of the fuperior and 
iefler tenures which we have enumerated, 
could only legally and formally be obtained 
direftly from the fbvereign Ruler, under 
his proper feal and fignature, though often 
through the recommendation of miniflers 
or favourites. 



Inferior Holdings ofEjarahdary. 

4. In later times of actual ufurpation, 
but of outward refpeft for the old imperial 
rights, when any felf-created Soubahdar^ in 
imitation ofthe Lord Paramount, conferred 
fuch feudal poiieflions on an individual, 
verfant in, and claiming rank with confe- 
quence, from the ancient form of Moghul 
royalty, the grant could only be received 
under the bafe tenure of T^a-ohhedy^ a 
contraft, or Ejarah^ a farm for years; 
thus in the Nizamut oiSalabut Jungy when 
the Circar of Guntour was made over to his 
brother Bajfaiut Jung^ who alfo derived his 
honours and viceroyalty of Bejapoor nomi- 
nally from the crown of Delhi^ as the com- 
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mon fburce of legitimate authority or gran* 
deur ; the transfer was made in the manner 
of a Leafe^ which having juft expired at the 
period of the Company's taking pofleffion of 
the other CircarSy was continued by treaty 
with Nizam jili^ on the fame footing cf 
occupancy during the life of the incumbent 
under the denomination of a Jagttr. 

It is to be underftood of the diviHon of 
Akta^ or alienated lands in general, as well 
as of that portion of the empire immediately 
dependant on the Khalfa^ that the inferior 
Maffujfil adminiftration, in matters (imply 
of interior police, or affe^ing the public 
revenue, was, with a few exceptions, vef* 
ted univerially in Hindoo Zemindars^ Chaw- 
driesy ^alookdarsj Mocuddums^ and the 
lefler/^iy/iorpeafantry; fometimes a£ling 
in a chain of fubordination to each other in 
the rank we have placed them, fometimes 
feparately ; and there are inftances where 
the rights, jurifdidion, and privileges, an- 
nexed to the higher of all thefe fubfidiary 
official diftin£kions, expreflive of a landhol* 
ding or tenancy in the foil, were united in 
the fame peribns, in like manner as bath 
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been remarked with refpeft to the lordl/ 
feudal tenures of the Moghul Ameers ^ the 
forms of which may have given rife to ana- 
logous ideas in the management of the fi- 
nances ; accordingly we find, in tht Zemin* 
,dary grant to the Company of the lands 
about Calcutta, inveftiture given, not only 
under the general more comprehenfivc term, 
but alfo the fpecial fubordinate ones of 
Chonvdrahi and Talookdary ; the one more 
particularly fignifying in the Hindoo lan- 
guage an inferior civil jurifdiftion ; the 
latter, in the Arabic orPerfian, a dependant 
tenement or farm ufually afifefled in Hin- 
doflan at a fixed annual rent. 



S9: 



CHAR^VII. 



Regulation of Coinage. 

1 HOUGH ToorilMullhy thefe regulations 
afcertained the legal fources, together with 
the amount of revenue proportioned to the 
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grofs yearly produce of the country, and 
made the means of coUedlion fubfervient to 
another objcft of Government, which was 
the fupport of a feudal military eflabiiflimen t, 
yet a gold and Jiher currency were ftill 
wanting, to facilitate the operations of 
either department involving the receipts or 
difburfementsof the royal treafury; flrange 
as it may appear ! before this period, the 
only coin in common ufe, in the fuppofed 
rich coaimercial empire of Hindoftan, was 
of coppery under the denomination of P«//- 
Jiaby or feloos\ Sixteen of which were 
reckoned equal to a Tunia of bafe filver, 
then fometimes ftruck, but folely for the 
King's ufe, in making the ufual prefents 
to foreign ambaffadors, rewarding fingers, 
or the particular fervices of any of his 
nobles. Trade muft, therefore, have been 
carried on chiefly by barter ; the rents for 
the moft part paid in kind, or fubjeft to the 
fame tedious details, which might have 
been found lefs inexpedient in the iffues of 
money for defraying the public expences. 
To remedy fuch inconveniences and enlarge 
the circulation of fpecie, a new coin of 
the finer metals was introduced, and from 
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thenceforth gold Mohurs^ each of ii 
Mafheh weight, worth nine Sicca Rupees of 
Hi Majhehy or about 7 dwts. n grains 
pure filver, each of thcfe to be valued at 
forty Daums^ or F^/j^j of copper, every one 
' of which to weigh, agreeable to the former 
ftandard, 2 f Majhehy were fubfHtued as the 
univerfal medium of exchange inall financial 
accounts and pecuniary tranfadlions of the 
flate. Thefe different arrangements confi- 
dered feverally, or as relative to the fimple 
objeft of revenue, comprehended the whole 
fcope of that fyftem of political economy 
io celebrated among the wife inflitutions of 
jikbafy as being the mofl equitable and 
perfefl: for the Government of a foreign 
conquefl, and flill conflituting, after a 
lapfe of two hundred years, the ground 
work of the adtual legiflation in finance 
throughout the whole of Hindoflan, and 
efteemed the befl model to be adopted 
in future. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Financial Syfiem of the Decan. 

In the Decatit although confiderablc 
progrefs had been made by the Moghul 
arms, in the redu^ion of the four nearer 
Soubahs^ from the very beginning of the 
ieventeenth century ; it was not until the 
year 1654,^ in the reign of Shah Jehattf 
and under the aufpices of Moorjhed Kooli 
Khafh then Dewan of theie ibuthern coun- 
tries, that TooHl Mu/rs regulations were 
there introduced, and became thencefor- 
ward the {landing immutable law of the 
land. The original fcheme was fo fervilely 
copied on this occafion, that the only dif- 
ference lyeth in fome nominal diftiniflions, 
which are however worthy of notice, to 
prevent miftakes in tracing the genuine 
fource of the revenue fyftem eftabliihed in 
this great limb of the Moghul empire. The 
Periian terms Duftoor ul Aumilf applied to 
the firft inilitutions, are changed for th^ 
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Hindoo word Dhurab of the fame fignificsfc- 
tion, to exprefs the ordinations promulgated 
for the Government of the Decan. Jumma 
Kaumil, complete or more perfedt aflefTment, 
is fubftituted for the jljil T'oomar Jumma of 
proper Hindoftan : Baghdt^ or gardening, 
is applied to the finer, more laborious cul- 
ture, depending on the artiiicial fupplj of 
water; and the provincial dialed: of th^ 
fouth afforded the perfonal titles Dejmackf 
chief of a di{lri<ft, and Defpandeah^ its Bra^ 
min recorder and accountant, inflead of the 
more univerfal oRe^ of Zemindar^ pr Crwy^ 
and Canongoe^ or public regiften A £lver 
and gold currency had been already kmg 
eftabliflied among the Decanee Hindoos. 
This advantage, perhaps, was derived from 
the early extenfive intercourfe in trade be- 
tween that people and the Perfians^ dr 
more recently the Arabians, to whpm 
the ufe of a national coin had been Iuiowr 
near a thoufand years before; but whether k 
was borrowed from others, or origiiK^e^ 
in the country, it had been found inconvv^ 
Client, under the preceding Muffolraati 
£fovernmentS5 to change tb^ currency; and 
this may he the reafon why l^ooril Muff^ 



risgoUtiQii of the comagc was left out of 
fh^ fyftjsiQ iotrpduced by M* KbogUKhm. 

But aa it has been already obferved, it 
was pot before the year 1687 that the 
porthjsrn CfrcarSj forming part of the Sou^ 
tab of 1^4rabad^ fell undpr the M6ghul 
jroke, Jt doth not appear that any altera* 
don either in the amount of rent or pdode of 
aflembling thefe diftrids^ was introduced 
a,t tl^e ptpriod of this revcJution. The old 
y^luatjiQp or ftandacd of revenue as fixed, 
we have reafon to believe, on the firft efta- 
l>li)Q^iQent of the Kootub Shahy^ was trans- 
ferred to the imperial rent-roll oi Alem^ 
ge^r ; and the rule of Buttaij or equal divi- 
£Qn of the crop between Gfovernment and 
its Rfytfts^ is continued exclu£vdy and uni- 
jrerfaUy, down to the prefent time, except 
ii^ places where the unnatural unreftrained 
pppreflioA of Zemindars has increafed the 
ff)f»sty demanded In behalf of the public 
^rom the peafantry folely for private advan- 
]Cage. This iimple mode of rating lands 
iQX half their yearly produce, is derived 
/rom the remoteft antiquity in difl^rept 
parts of HindoJftan, and ftill Invariably pre- 
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vails in fuch countries as were left unfub- 
dued by the Mahomedans, like ^anjore^ 
where the ancient Indian forms of adminif- 
tion are, for the moft part, preferved entire; 
it will not, therefore, be thought extraor- 
dinary, that the fame cuftom fhould thus 
be the ground work of one fyftem of finance, 
and enter largely into the formation of 
another, eftabliflied under two contemporary 
or fucceffive dynafties of foreign Princes, 
obliged to conform through ignorance, po- 
licy, or neceffity, to the former ufage of 
the fame conquered people. Such, how- 
ever, is the fa£t ; either the Circars were 
fubje£l in the reign of the Kootub Shahy to 
iimilar regulations as had been inAituted by 
Vi'oortl Mully or his copieft in the Decatty for 
the management of the Moghul revenue : 
or when they were annexed to the crown 
of Delhi J they neceffarily and immediately 
fell under the general laws of the empire, 
which to this day authoritatively afcertain 
the NATURE and sources of the public 
fupplies to be conformable to the definition 
which we have endeavoured to fupport in 
difcufling. this first general head of the 
fubjeft of prefent confideration. 
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CHAP, ix; 

* 

Financial Syjlem of Bengal *. 

It may be neccffary, in a a few words, 
to ftate the modification of Tooril MulFs 
fyflem in the lateft flage of good native 
government in Bengal. 

In the early period of Mogul Government 
in Bengal, great part of the revenues were 
abfbrbed in Jageers ; and in protefting the 
maritime parts from the ravage oixhtMogs 
or jirakanersy aided by the Portugnefe, who 
inhabited the port oiChutgongy and had been 
allowed, for pupof^s of tr^de, to fettle at 
Houghly. The revenue continued in this un- 
produ^ive {late, in the reign oiShah Jehan^ 
when the^i2W/Vwwere encouraged toinvadc 
Bengal hy boats down the river Brimahpoter; 

* This chapter is extrafled from Mr. Grant*s 
Analjfis of the revmues of Bengal^ tranfmitted by 
Sir J^hnATPherfon to the Dire£):ors and to the Board 
pf Control; and notified to Parliament by motion of 
Mr* Greyllle in 179O9 and th^ papers relative tp 
this work and to Mr. Gnmt^s appointment of Se^ 
rifhtadar^ were then laid on the table of the Hoyf^ 
of Commons. 
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at this time Sultan Sujah was appointed vice« 
roy of the Soubab ; he reformed the finance 
by a new alTeirment, under the fame deno- 
mination and probably the fame plan of 
^ooril Mull\ and the rents appear to have 
been well paid after Sujah\ overthrow by 
his brother jillumGeer^ and during his long 
and vigorous reign. 

The Emperor was engaged, during the 
laft 25 years of his reign, in wars in the 
Decafij and committed his eaftern domi- 
nions to his grandfon ulzeen ulShahj rathet 
as an appendage of royalty than as a refource, 
and never demanded more than tne efta- 
blifhed rental : but as his exigencies re- 
quired pundlual payment, he beftowed the 
Dewannee on Jaffier Khatiy who proved his 
ability and honefty and firmnefs in with- 
ilanding fuch meafures of the Prince Sou^ 
hahdar as feemed derogatory of the honour 
and intereft of the Sovereign ; his admini- 
ftration makes the moft brilliant period of 
finance in Bengal, being the epoch of th6 
lafl and more ufeful reform in the Tuckfeem 
Jumma^ or diflributed aflefTment propor« 
tioned to the capacity of each territorial 
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diviiiony and ferving to this day as the 
cftabliihed practical rule of rating lands in 
Zcmindary grants* 

Jaffier Khan was of Brahmin parents, 
bought by Hirg*^ Shifia of Ijpbahanj and there 
brought up with a Mahomedan education ; 
on the death of his patron, he returned to 
the DecaHf and was employed by Allum" 
geer^ firft in the Dewamee of Hyderabad 
and in the Dewannee of the Soubah of Ben«> 
gal, in which he was fupported, notwith* 
ilanding complaints preferred by prince 
jizeen ul Shahj juft before the Emperor's 
death, in 1707, and fupported himfelf 
through the fucceeding reign of Bahadur 
Shah. On the acceffion of Furrotkfeerj in 
1713, and the vacancy of the Nizamut^ 
yaffier Khan purchafeditwith the afliflance 
ofjaggut Seat the banker, for himfelf, with 
the title of Mofemun ul Moolk Alaou Doto-^ 
iah Affidjung. He moved die feat of Go- 
vernmeut from Dacca, or Jehanger Nagur^ 
to Moorjhedabady as being more centrical, 
and fat on foot an Huftabood invefligation 
particularly in Satagong and the interior di- 
Arid:s, and laid afide, as ufclefs and expen^ 
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(ive, feveral eflential checks of the Sovereign 
over him as delegate. To render this period 
of innovation more intelligible^ 

The revenue could only be realifed 
through the agency of certain officers, 
chiefly Hindoos, denominated KroneSj Zcr 
mindarsj or Chowdries^ who were the 
principal farmers, and appointed colle<ftors 
of imperial rents, and who fuperintended 
more or fewer Pergunnahsy ^ according to 
the favour or confidence (hewn to thefe 

agents. . 

« 

While the Toomar Jumma Padjhahy was 
regularly levied, the Nabobs confined their 
furplus exactions to fimple Nazzeranabs^ 
or prefents : but when they became per- 
manent fourccs of fupply, firft brought 
about mJaffierKhanh adminiflration, when 
his power as Nazim increafed on the de- 
cline of the Moghui's, the coniftitution was 
violated, and a fy flem of violence, oppreflion 
and peculation ef):ablifhed, in room of the 
equity of Akbar\ or the Moghul fyftem. 

. Ztmindaries were uneq(ually divided for 



die purpofe of concealing the amount of 
receipts ; and this was another meafure of 
Jafficr Khan ; but the mode of exadion of 
viceroyal afleflments by Zemtndary jurif* 
didions, was only properly eftabliflied in the 
government of his ixxzz^^ox Sujah^ in 1730. 
Thefe alienations of fovereign rights were 
alio oppreffive to the peaiantry, though the 
amount coUeded in the whole was (hort of 
the original dues to the exchequer flated at 
I of the produce of the (oil ; and la diftridt 
where the deficiency in excliequer accounts 
appears moft glaring, the peafantry are 
moft burthened, though the iurplus of col- 
leded rents is commuted for private dou« 
ceurs under the head Seringamy^ or Scbundy 
expences, fraudulently withheld from the 
public treafury. 

The degree in which the diviiion wa» 
varied, will appear by comparing the impe- 
rial divifion in the Ayeen Akbary ; and of 
Mahomed Shah^ 1722; in 1573, 19 Cir* 
cars 9 and 682 Purgunnahs^ or lefler Mhals^ 
or diftridls, rated nearly at i Crore 7 Lacks; 
in 1722, the fame Circar dividon was 
kept up in the Khalfa^ to be tranfmitted to 
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elhi^ytt being thought too fmall or cx» 
penfive, they were compounded intd 
13 Cbucklahsj or more extcnfive Fouge^ 
|/^ry Governments. While the lefler dif- 
trifts were increafed to 1 660, with an efta- 
bliffied rental of 1 Crore and near 40 Lacks 
6f Rupees. This was the lafl: royal diftri- 
bution of territory in Bengal, and is the 
groundwork of the Jlufi/ Toomar Jumma 
of the whole country, egregioufly miftaken 
for the original rent-roll eftabliflied by 
Tooril MulL An abftradt, as arranged in 
Chucilahsy is cxibited in the plan for fettld- 
ment*; if the particulars had been com- 
municated, it would have prevented Mr. 
Francis's miftake +. 

* Original Minutes, page 167. 

f He drew much argument In favour of his opi« 
nlon on the afTertioni that the comparifon of the 
toomar Jumma of T'oorilAfull, as fixed by ^itar in 
1573, with that oi Sujah Khan in 1728, proved the 
latter feven Lacks lower than the former. Whereas 
it is demonftrated to have been 31 Lacks more : for 
the whole lands of Oriffa were annexed to Bengal, 
and are included in the Aujit Toomar Jumma of Ak"^ 
bar I and the Tuckfeem of Sujah Khan includes 
only a fmall part of Orijfa^ viz. the Chuckkhs of 
liiJiUie ^ni Balafor^. 
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Under the difiereiit periods of viceroyal 
tnanagement, to the final overthrow of th6 
Moghul, it is demonftrated by Mn Grants 
that the coUedions and private exadioni 
were levied according to an uniform iyftetni 
and not exceeding in amount the | of the 
produce; that CaJJimJilly brought thefe cufto« 
mzry dedications to the public credit, and 
his exadionsdid not exceed that proportion. 

But at the asra of the acquifition of thfe 
Dewannet^ in 1 765, by the Company, the 
ancient forms of keeping the revenue ac- 
counts regularly in different Dufiers^ with 
a certain knowlege of the value of lands of 
capacity of farmers, were firfl laid afide ; 
then the prefcript rule of railing the public 
fupply by proportional afleflment, in addi- 
tion to the ancient rent-roll, was overturned; 
then a fallacious iyftem of finance and ma« 
nagement was fabricated to impofe on the 
inexperienced Sovereign, and above all, the 
delufive idea of fimplification by confblida- 
tion of the ancient 7'oomar Jumma^ and 
various permanent Ahoabsj in yearly Ze^ 
fmndary fettlements, founded on no fixed 
ibndard of certain exaction as formerly^ 
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introduced infinite confufion chiefly to 
cover a defalcation , which will appear to 
have exifted, by comparing the Jum^ 
mabundy of M. R. Kban^ as Naib Tie- 
wan to the Company, (the abftraft of 
which is entered on the journals of the 
Houfe of Commons, April, 1767,) with 
the abftr^ft oiCoJJim jiliy fources of finance, 
annexed to Mr. Francis's plan of fettlement, 
which is complete except in two articles 
Sair^ in the Aufftl^ which is altogether 
omitted ; and "Towfeer^ or increafc on Ja^ 
geersj in great part omitted. 

The lofs of revenue, howfever, is not fo 
ferioufly felt as the lofs of ^ fxed Jlandard 
to limit the fupplies, which in a Govern- 
ment like Bengal, is doubly feU^ and de- 
ilrufti ve if not checked. The fenfe of this 
want will explain the firft meafures purfued 
under the moft enlightened adniiuiftrations 
of our days to afce.rtain the principles of 
management and eflabliih a permanent 
ftandard of afleflment in 1 769 ; which, 
if purfued as vigoroufly as it was begun, 
would have difclofed the chicanery of inte- 
reftcd natives. Such alfo, in 1773, wa* 
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the objeft of the Committee of Circuit, by 
its inefFeftual and deftruftive mode of let- 
ting lands by public fale to the higheft bid- 
der, in violation of the conflitutional forms 
of the Zemindary agency. To the (ame 
muft be attributed the Amteny fcheme of 
17576, the leading feature of which was a 
permanent moderate quit rent; and Mn 
Grant adds, the hints now thrown out, if 
then known, would have faved all the 
expenfive experiments, and fruitlefs de« 
viations from the fimple path ^to all the 
defiderata of financial knowledge ; but he 
little imagined that another modification of 
the oldfyftem, which gave up every invef* 
tigation, would fuperfede a plan which he 
had, with fo much labour, arranged knd 
begun in Bengal, when Sir John Shore re- 
turned at the head of the revenue depart- 
ment, under Earl Cornwallis, with full 
powers, and other plans of finance. 
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ClfAp. DC 

Mode of SettkmenU 

The njoik of fettling the JmrnqifM^ 
hy annual ^greemenjts^ is derivcii frpm tfa^ 
JjigKcft wttquity in a^l p^ft§ pf Hipdoftan^ 
gnd arifes neceflarily ffpm thj^ Ippalcirr 
cum^an/ces of t^e icpui^jtry, j<^ii^ to the 
<pbar^<3:er pf its inhabitants. Tjbye fre- 
<juency of rcvplutioijis in goyemiri^l:, va- 
fi^tions in thf ftate of pop^latioi;^ frooi 
the too-pfte^ e^perl^e^ed calan^kies of 
ajyar^ pei(^ilciXGe, or famine, ^ perpejti^ 
/changes in tl^e prpd^ce of agricykjvejj (fCr 
cafipi;xed by inun.4a;tions5 .^roug^ty or any 
irregularity c^ the feafons^ nxufi: reqjaire 
}nevital?ly a periodical va^u^tipn of the 
lands : whije the poyerty of a pfipple pf die 
fewefl poflible wants, where nature is moil 
profufe in yielding all the necefTaries of life ; 
their fa£i:itious fimplicity in diet, under 
the fevereft rules of aftubbornfaith,whidi 
flill farther reduces the price of labour, and 
increafesi of courfe, the indigence of the 
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peafantry ; added to the policy of keeping 
the Zemindart^ or intermediate agents of 
the ftate, poor, whofe fole ufe in fociety is 
confined to the exercife of their civil eixi'* 
pbyments, who are taught through the 
fuperftition or chicatiery of their priefts to 
eonfider the concealment of wealth as the 
firft of religious duties^ whofe fortunes 
therefore could not be brought into circu*^ 
lation, unlefs in the execution of ichemes 
of ambition, either by dired treafon or cor« 
ruption, for the deftru£tion of that govern*^ 
ment from which they derive their politi* 
tical exigence ;^F-* while, we repeat, the 
univerfal irremediable poverty of fuch a 
people, partially and very moderately fa« 
voured by commercial benefits, pafUve in 
their natures, uninduftrious from circum- 
ftances of fituation, or the charms of a 
paftoral life, which eludes contribution for 
the fupport of civil fociety, renders ^yearly 
fettlement of the revenue, unavoidable, 
and however inconvenient it may be in ex« 
tenfive dominions, ruled by a few indivi* 
duals, highly expedient, as the fhortefl term 
th^t can be prefcribed« The only fource 
of Indian wealth in general, excepting 
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the confined, though daily increafing, tra^o 
with Europe, exclufively enjoyed within 
the circle of the Britilh poffcffions, is ter- 
ritorial property ; of which the value is 
low, in proportion as the natural fertility 
of foil, and genial influence of climate, are 
greater than in other countries : but local 
circumflances, originating in the religion^ 
government, genius, and habits of the na- 
tives, depreciate fo far this fingle revolving 
fund of riches, that even indigenous flates, 
deriving from it alone their means of fup- 
port, have been forced to exclude interme- 
diate proprietory interefls, and, inflead of 
railing the public fupplies by an European 
iyflem of taxation, have been neceflitated 
to claim the landlord's proportion of the 
ysarly harvefts, and enter into all the trou- 
blefome detail of immediate interior ma- 
nagement on the variable foundations of a 
* temporary fettlement of territorial rent* 
Foreign rulers pofTefling by the violent 
rights of conqueft a country under fuch 
circumflances, and whofe wants are not li* 
mited to the fimple exigencies of internal 
defence, but involved in the complex ope- 
rations of a diflant mighty Empire^, th^ 



f 209 ] 

rery reverfe of Hiudoibn In opulencct 
power^ civilization^ or particular interefb, 
may find tbemfelves compelled, as lords of 
the land, to exad a larger ihare of its jrear*^ 
ly produce from the tenantry; but it is 
impoilible they can relax in the eftablifhed 
demands of their predeceflbrs, or fubftitute 
any other adequate fburce of revenue, with* 
out fuppofing an alteration in the ftate of 
affairs greatly beyond the perception of hu- 
man forefight. The flock of exifting pro- 
dudive wealth, together with the public 
fupplies derived from it, depending on^ 
and being thus limited to, the pecuniary 
returns of a fingle revolution of the harvefl 
(eafbn, all operations in finance muft have 
the fame temporary bounds, fubjedl to ge* 
neral principles, reduced into a fyflem, of 
which, the fuperior excellence confifls 
in the efficacy of mutual checks on perfb- 
nal agency, or the fimplification of forms, 
accounts, and interior management* Ha- 
ving already defcribed the fundions and 
relative powers of the different officers of 
Moghul government within the Circars^the 
next progrefiive inquiry leads to a fhort re* 
cital of the eflablifhed mode of proceeding. 



ic^ fixing and realizing tb^ Jumm^bunij^ 
or annual afTefiment of the land&» and tho 
forms of fettkmenty^ after explaining tho 
FufiUee or harveft year. 
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CHAP X, 

Fufillee, or Harveft Year. 

X HE FufiUee is only a continuation of the 
Hegirah or lunar epoch, by foJar cat- 
culation from the beginning of j1kbar\ 
reign in Hindojian^ or of fucceeding Maghul 
conquefls in the Decan. The FufiUeCy or 
harveft year, in the Soubah of Hydrabad 
to the north of the Kiftna^ and in the Clr-- 
car of Guntour to the fouth, commences on 
the 25th of September, and is of courfe 
folar, though founded on a lunar epocJi 
through Muffulman bigotry or ignorance* 

From the time of Akbar it had been 
cuftomary forcibly to introduce the Hegh 
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rah wherever the Moghul arms coiild cofn«« 
iDand a tributaiy acknowledgment of fupe- 
riority, without refleding, perhaps^ on 
the almoft immediate deviation of ftyle 
which muft enfue, from the neceflity of 
Computing time agreeable to the invariable 
periods of the feafons* Accordingly, when 
Shah Jehan^ in the year 1 045 of the Maho-* 
medan era, enforced the reading of the 
Khoibah in his own name throughout the 
dominions of Abdullah Kootub Shah^ that 
lunar period was then eftablifhed ; but ha- 
ving been (ince continued by fblar calcula- 
tion, a difference of near five years has al- 
ready arifen between the two methods of 
reckoning in the Circars. 

Thus we may make the revenue compu- 
tation reckoned from the beginning of Ak^ 
bar*s reign, being the 9^2 of Mahomedan 
era, to correfpond with any fubfequent year 
of Befjgalj or by the addition of an unit, 
with that introduced in the adjoining Sou^ 
bah^ on account of the late commence- 
ment of the Rubbi fealbn, and alfo of its 
near approach to the beginning of 963* of 
the Hegirahy from which the Aumilee year 
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of the provinces is to be reckoned. In exccp- 
tion to this general rule, in the diftrifts of 
Chlttagongy anciently dependant on the 
ftate of jirahatiy though the conftruftion 
and the monthly terms ufed there, anfwer 
in every refpeft to the formation of the 
Bengalifti, yet the numcrary of Chittagong 
is forty -five lefs, and therefore, if there 
be not an anachronifm in the calculation, 
muft be founded on fome other religious 
or civil epoch peculiar to the country, and 
not founded on any ^period of the Maho- 
medan calculation. 

In Bengal * there are peculiarities as to 
the period of renewing agreements. The 
Khereefor grand harveft is rice, being the 
natural produce of low lands, abundantly 
watered by tropical rains in the fummei* 
folftice. The FuJUlee year commences 
with this feafon, and has been adjufted to 
the beginning of the civil year of the Hin-- 
doos^ on the firft of Byfack^ anfwering to 

♦ The part of this chapter peculiarly applicable to 
Bengal is extrafted from Mr* Grant's Analjfis of th 
Rruenue of B^ngaK 
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Ac nth of April; and two months are 
allowed to elapfe afterward for the conve- 
nience of Zemindars and officers of Govern- 
ment to clofe their accounts, adjuft ba- 
lances, and conclude new engagements 
with the Dewan^ the Sovereign's reprefen- 
tative at the Pooneah. 

In the neighbouring Soubahs of Orijfa 
and BahaKj where the foil is high, and the 
climate lefs moht, therefore produftive of 
drier grains, with exception of a few dif- 
trids of Onjfa now annexed to Bengal^ 
the Velaitee Aumillej or financial year, com- 
mences at the autumnal equinox, and with 
the feed time of the Rubbi or fpring har- 
veft, forms an equal divifion of the annual 
revolution of the FufilUe year. 
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CHAP. XL 

Forms of Settlement. 

1 . Cowle to the Zemindar. 

X REVIOUS to the fettlement generally 
at the fetting in of the rains in June, a 
Cowle J or affurance of being continued ano-^ 
ther year in the coUedion of the public 
rents, is fent to the Zemindars^ as head 
farmers, to fecure their influence ia pro* 
moting and quickening the ordinary pro- 
cefs of cultivation. It feems irapoffible for 
Government to enter into a minuter detail 
of management than through the interme- 
diate agency of thefe native officers : the 
appointment of Zemindars vnth local rights 
and privileges, which eminently diftinguifli 
them among the lower clafs of peafantry, 
and raife them near the level of landholders 
in other countries, fully anfwered the end 
of their original inftitution ; they have 
been continued by fucceflive rulers, arjid 



will be found to be the onfy goad purpqft 
anfwered in adopting fb much of the Mo* 
ghul policy^ notwithftanding the pra6iico 
which hath been fubflituted of letting out 
to temporary farmers thofe lands denomi- 
nated Havilletj fuppofed to comprehend 
the whole rightful territory appertaining 
to the ftate, 

2. Preparatory Accounts. 

At feed-time, the Koalcurrdes^ or village 
accomptants, are, in the next place, di- 
rected to afcertain the quantity of ground 
in tillage, with either the real amount or 
citimate of the grain {ovfn ; which Took" 
hem Rezi they do with a minute exaAnefs, 
though rather in the view of preventing 
any fallacious reprefentations for claims of 
remiflion on the plea oi cafualties than to 
value the future harveft. This grand pre- 
paratory operation is performed in confe- 
quence of auother fpecial writ to the fame 
inferior officers, diftinguifhed in felinga 
by the word Anchunna^ which feems to 
be a corruption of two Periian adverbs, 
fignifymg " tbere^^ i& "yi much^^ but in 
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proper Hindoftan it is better underftood hj 
the Arabic term Koot^ applied to ripened 
com, when about the month of November 
fuch valuation is ordered to be made, of 
the two great crops in the ground, con- 
ftituting the Kbereefznd 2?«^&' harvefts. 

3. ConventfM of ZiCmmdaLrs. 

At, this important crifis the Zemindars j 
when moft impatient to reap the fruits of 
their induftry or ambitious care, are fum- 
moned to renew their agreements with the 
Government. It is a miflaken notion that 
the bufinefs of the feafon muft be impeded 
by the abfence of thefe people ; the very 
reverfe is oftener the cafe : they are, for 
the moft part, all over Hindoftan, and ia 
the Circars, with the exception of one or 
two individuals, wholly incapable of tran- 
fa£ting affairs of fuch magnitude as of late 
years have been left to their management, 
and are therefore in a ftate of tutelage to 
fome crafty, defigning, inferior agents, 
who forward their own felfifh views, or 
maintain their confequence, by feeding the 
vanity of their ignorant employers with 
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Ideas of princely grandeur, and too fre- 
quently with fchemes of independance, 
under the prefumed inability or negligence 
of any ruling adminif^ration, added to the 
certainty of incurring no refponfibility 
while they hold no oftenfible office, and 
are perfonally unknown. Accordingly the 
Zemindaries of women and of minors have 
always been found the beft regulated inter- 
nally, and the moft profitable to the public, 
fimply becaufe the agency is united with 
refponfibility in the fame individuals ; who 
are fubjeil to control in proportion to the 
inferiority of their pretenfions, and who, 
moreover, from the general depravity of 
manners in Hindofian, may be emulous of 
recommending themfelves to the favour of 
Government, in the finifter view of being 
tontinued in the management, to the pre- 
judice of, or, in the end, perhaps, to the 
utter exclufion of, their former principals. 
Whether, then, a Jummabundy be conclu- 
ded on the fpot, or elfewhere, by the re- 
moval of Zemindars to any indefinite dif- 
tance from their refpeflive refidences, ex* 
clufive of the fmall perfonal expence which 
it is pofiible for Hindoos to incur beyond 
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the hire of a pageant retinue, is a niatcer of 
very little cpufequence to the public inte- 
refls ; and thofe of the Prince can only be 
affeded more or lefs in proportion to the 
degree of intelligence, vigour, or probity, 
Vfith which his delegates are nowfuppofedto 
proceed, in thus bringing the revenue fet* 
tlement to a clofe. 



4. Settlement. 

All the fuperior officers of Government, 
and more efpecially the Defpandeahs^ being 
aflembled in the Dewanny Cutcheryy the 
firft, moft important, indifpenfable account, 
called for by the Aumildar^ or Prefident, 
is, the Jumma Kaumilj or complete afleff* 
ment of the Decan. The principles on 
which this original rent-roily to give a more 
precife idea of it, was formed, have already 
been explained ; as in like manner have it$ 
intended ufes ; which were, in the begin- 
ning, to regulate the two grand diyifions 
of the country into Khalfa and Jageer lands, 
by afccrtaining the grofs value of either, 
for immediate purpofes of finance or poli-^ 
tical arithmetic ; and ultimately, by gra* 



[ *'9 ] 

dud fyftematical progrefs in eftimatiog ac- 
curately the full dues of the Exchequer, 
as proportioned to the whole amount of 
territorial produce, to form an invariable 
Jiandard of revenue, which ihould be at 
once an efiedual check on the moft corrupt 
intermediate agency, as well to prevent 
public defalcations, as any encroachment 
on the private rights of the Rcyuts. But 
fuch progreffive improvement was contrary 
to the genius of eaflern governments, and 
never could be efieAed under the rule of 
arbitrary diflant delegation. Neverthelefs, 
the ancient rental of the Kootub Sbafyj in- 
corporated with the Jumma Kaumilj near 
a century fkice, imperfect as it is, when 
compared to the prefent circumftances of 
the country, is yet abfblutely neceflary in 
the formation of a fettlement in the Circarsj 
particularly to the fbuth of the GoadaverCj 
as exhibiting the only authoritative account 
extant and in ufe, made from an adual 
fiirvey, of the local fubdivifions, number 
of villages, quantity of ground in, or ca- 
pable of, cultivation, together with the 
eftimated territorial produce in money, ac- 
cording to the efbblifhed rule of Buttai. 
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To remedy the dcfcfts of this antiquated 
rent-roll, the Defpandeahs^ or Zemindars^ 
are next called on for the Hujiabood Jumtnay 
or comparative account of the former and 
adual fources of revenue, (hewing the to- 
tal increafed valuation of the lands, whe- 
ther real by improvements or fidlitious by 
a reduftion in the price of fpecie ; the va- 
riations produced by cafuakies in the ftate 
of the country; new appropriations, or 
extinflion of Jageers^ affedling more or lefs 
the Khalfa portion of territory ; together 
with the amount of new imports, fuch as 
the Mahratta Chout^^ eftabliftied in fome 

* The Mahratta Chout, or fourth, demanded by 
thefe people from countries to which they could extend 
their predatory empire, in imitation of the Rebha of 
the Moghuls, was fometimes levied by Muflfulman go- 
vernments from their Jageerdarsy to indemnify the 
public for real or pretended exadions paid in grofs and 
at once to the Mahrattas in lieu of fuch a proportional 
tax on the revenue ; as in the Saubah of Hydrabad, 
where the Nizam aflefles all his Jageerdars for the full 
Chout of their territorial income, though the whole funl 
fiipulated to be paid to the Mahrattas annually on this 
account for the province entire, has been invariably 
fixed at one lack of rupees from the time of the firft 
Kizam. 
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places \t{$ frequently from the tyranny of 
rulers, than the fraudulent pradices of 
Zemindars^ in withholding their flatc col- 
Icftions made in behalf of government* 
Had the profits arifing from fuch contin- 
gent fources of fupply, in a long feries of 
yearly agreements, been applied, as origi- 
nally intended, to accumulate, or really 
complete the {landing rent-roll, which fell 
^ ihort of perfection under the delufive 
Perfian epithet oiKaumilj little now would 
remain to be learnt on the fubjed of Indian 
finance ; and the bufinefs of fettlement be« 
ing reduced almoft to a fimple form, mighty 
without any material prejudice, be traniac* 
ted in Leadenhall Street, as well as at Ma- 
fuUpatam, through the fuperior agency of 
Engliih collectors, under fuitable appoint- 
ments and regulations* But here lay the 
grand defeft of Muflulman adminiflration, 
deeply rooted in the conftitution of un-> 
checked violent defpotifm, and in the de- 
praved natures of the native inhabitants of 
Hindoftan : and in confideration of zNu%^ 
uranahf or prefent, greater or fmaller ac* 
cording to the proportion of the intelli- 
gence or power of the ^utmldar to tho 
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Talue of the favour, the knowledge derived 
from the Hujiahood thus generally pervert- 
ed to felfiih purposes, remained in p€tt0 
the future produftive fource of his private 
benefit. 

In compliance, however, to the cufto- 
rtary forms, the Zemindar is now ordered 
to produce the Doul Bundobujl^ or an ac- 
count of his particular agreements with in- 
ferior farmers of the diftrift, attefted bjr 
tfie Canongoes. This fub-rent-roU fhould 
be the counterpart, or rather a verification 
of the Hal hackikut^ oc prefent ft ate of re- 
venue as exhibited in the Hufiaboody formed 
from the a£):ual fubordinate fettlements o^ 
the current year, or coUeftions of the laft, 
for the whole Zemindary^ inclufive of 
Khalfa and alienated lands ; and which, 
with the Koot^ the Tookhem reziy or ac- 
count of feed fown, the Hufiabood and 
Jumma Kaumil^ might be fuppofed fufii- 
cient to afcertain the grofs receipts, or Go- 
vernment's fhare of the full produce of the 
country, were it not for the baleful influ- 
ence of Mahomedan adminiftratlon in cw-^ 
rupting the whole diaih of intermediatij 
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agency ; the Kharidge Jumma^ or excluded 
territorial appropriations of Jageer^ Akuirn^ 
gba^ and charitable donations to Bramins^ 
and the Kburcha Mofufil^ or charges of in* 
terior nianagement, were ftill wanting to 
form the ^e/b-kbees^ or net Jummabundy of 
the Reyuis actually to be paid into the 
public treafury; the Kharidge Jumma 
wouldy iince the commencement of Britiih 
rule, be reduced to a very fmall compafs^ 
if fuch enormous fraudulent fequeflrations 
as of bte years have taken place, by the 
eoUafion of Zemindars and Defpandeabs^ 
were, as in right they ought to be, refu- 
med ; and the latter Kburcha MoffuJU^ in* 
eluding the Rujfooms and Saverums of the 
iuperior native officers, with the petty al* 
lowances of the Chakeran^ or inferior (er* 
vants, was, during proper management, 
little more than a fimple memorandum of 
about fourteen per cent, to be deducted 
from the amount of their adual colledi<Kis ; 
inftead of which the prodigious defalcations 
of modem times, particularly under the 
new, dangerous, and unwarrantable article 
of Sebundy^ when allowed to the Zemindars^ 
a direct abridgement of the Prince's moft 
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eflential exclufive right to command and 
pay the whole armed forge of the country, 
will be found to make this account of 
charges the moft volumn ious and impor- 
/ tant to be examined, as being literally and 
truly ^t Jinking fund oi near one halfoi the 
ftipulated known dues of the public Exche- 
quer, perverted in its application,' to the 
intended deftruftion of, inftead of relief 
to, that ftate, within which it is annually 
formed. 

On a (hort review of thefe various mate- 
rials for forming an adequate yummabundyj 
and which, though more hidden or diffi- 
pated, muft ftill exift, and may be found, 
as well under an Englifli Government as 
that of a French or Moorifh, the work 
might be fuppofed quickly terminated with 
no lefs juftnefs than facility ; but whether 
from the innate chicanery of the people ; 
or that a propenfity to evafion was the ne- 
ceffary confequence of undue exa(Slions„ 
under the tyranny of one adminiftration ; 
or received encouragement from the infuf- 
ficiency of public demands through the ig- 
norance of another ; it generally happened 
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that the Zemindars^ by various concealed 
arts and fpecious pretences, retarded the 
conclufion of the fettlementa whole month, 
by adopting the ufual cant of farmers, ol 
being over-rated in their rents ; and they 
never failed to urge an abatement, however 
low the afleifinent might be propofed, if 
it fell ihort of the equitable medium 
due, which at once betrayed a want of 
knowledge in the agent of Government 
refpeding the value of the territory to 
be let. 



5. Settlement mth Reyuts through the Ze- 
mindar or Ameen. 

During this treaty, if the proper feafba 
for reaping the harvcft was likely to ex- 
pire, then the Dumbalah Derou^ or ultimate 
order to this cScQt^ was iiTued to the Rey- 
uts ; but if, during the time the crop might 
be permitted without damage to lye op the 
ground, the Zemindars could not be brought 
to an agreement, the only alternative 
left was, to fufpend their authority and 
depute Ameens or Tahfeeldarsj being the 
proper and more immediate officers of the 
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ftate, to replace the Zemindar in the minutef 
interior management of the colledtions. 

This occafionally neceffary fufpenfiort 
might have impreffed on Britifli rulers the 
benefit and political expediency of train- 
ing up a certain number of Europeans in 
the knowledge of the country languages,- 
of the finances, and, above all, of the cha- 
rafters of the people, to be acquired only 
by local experience or the exercife of pro- 
vincial employments, in whom the gene- 
ral fuperintendance and colledlorihip of am 
extenfive diftrift might fafely be con- 
fided. In former times, Mahomedans 
poffeffing all requifite qualifications were 
readily found among that race of men 
now barbaroufly ignorant, yet the fuperior 
univerfal depravity of their natures, when 
compared with the Hindoos^ together with 
a flavifli dependance on the delegated chief, 
rendered them always wholly unfit to adt 
in the capacity of fupervifors for public dif- 
interefted purpofes ; and in the Circars^ du- 
ring the freer and more enlightened admi- 
niftration of the French, under BuJJy^ 
it appeared as if a national virtue iiv- 
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duccd the gentlemen in power, even 
while expeflants themfelves of the united 
fubordinate rule of all the CircarSj at once 
to feledl a fyftem which muft necef^ 
farily leffen the authority and emoluments 
of any one man inclined to follow the ra- 
pacity of his predeceflbrs, by difFufing local 
knowledge, and participating influence 
among intelligent honourable European 
agents, inftead of employing the more fer- 
vile, mercenary natives of the country, 
who arc only faithfully fecret in the bufi- 
nefs of corruption when favourable to their 
own private interefts, yet a tranfitory do- 
minion of fix years did not admit of much 
experimental proof in the advantages of a 
multiplied European fuperintendance. It 
very rarely happened at any time that Ze^ 
rmndars were deprived of the management 
of the current revenue of their diftrifts 
when their offers did not fall greatly (hort 
of the afcertained valuation of annual pro- 
duce, and when they could give T'eeps^ 
6x the promiflbry notes of Soucars^ bankers, 
or other fubftantial monied men in advance, 
for about two thirds of the net Jummabundy 
at which they might be rated, and are now 
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fuppofed to acquiefce in, on or before the 
ift of January, being the utmoft time that 
can, according to cuftom, or with fafety 
be admitted of, for the final adjuftment of 
fuch periodical fcttlemcnts, 

Thefe Te'eps are the beft Collateral fecu- 
rity which can be obtained by Government 
for the payment of the public rents when 
Golle£led by native officers from the Reyuts : 
they may farther be confidered an anticipated 
fource of fupply, as well as affording to the 
ftate a necefl'ary and political control over 
the monied and mercantile interefts, in cafe 
of interior or foreign commotions ; indeed 
the natural influence which fuch pecuniary 
obligations give to the Souciars in directing 
the conduft of Zemindars^ joined to the 
dread of private lofles from the cafualtiea of 
civil war^ have often been the means of 
preferving inward tranquillity, when all 
other reftraints on a daring rebellious fpirit 
might have proved inefFedual : explufive 
of this political confideration, the accept 
tance of Teeps is founded in neceffity. 
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The real or fiftitious poverty of the Hui- 
doo pcalantry is, and muft ever be, fuch, 
under the influence of their own peculiar 
rites and habits, that, in order to carry on 
the common operations of hufbandry, in 
places where the culture is fimple and of 
the meaneft kind, as in the Circars^ they 
find it expedient at the different feafons to 
borrow money, at high intereft, in pro- 
portion to the rifque incurred by the lender, 
and never under two per cent, per menfem^ 
agreeable to the inftitutions o( ylkiar^ and 
by one known general rule over the whole 
jMoghul empire, exprefled by the Arabic 
term ^Hckavee. The Zemindars^ through 
whom this aid is ufually obtained, have 
ftill greater occafiop, on their own account 
as merchants, rather than in their proper c^-- 
pacity of principal farming land-holders, 
to make ufe of and extend a credit with 
their Hindoo Bankers. As agents for the 
ftate, they are put in pofleflion of the public 
fhare of the annual produce of the country, 
divided with the Reyuts^ at a very moderate 
pecuniary valuation ; but, that ftubborn 
propenfity to parfimony, chicanery, and 
refradtorinefs, which {q notorioufly charac- 
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terizes them, would make it extremely un« 
fafe to truft in their hands fo much pro- 
perty without fome previous fecurity ; for 
the moft probable confequences to be ex- 
pcfted would be, a fecretion or coUufive 
diffipation of the revenue, which nothing 
but perfonal fear, imprifonment, or torture, 
could bring into the treafury : at the fame 
time to touch a depofit of hidden wealth, 
though with the manifeft advantage of fa- 
ving an exorbitant intereft for money bor- 
rowed, they would deem facrilegious ; this 
hoard muft be eternally increafing, and can- 
not admit even of temporary diminution, 
in making profitable loans, nor in enjoy- 
ing it as a full recompence of honcft 
and meritorious conduct ; it becomes, 
therefore, neceflary firft to mortgage the 
current crop of the feafon to fiich per- 
fons as have given the collateral fecurity of 
their T^eeps to Government, and then to 
participate with them the benefit arifing 
from the fales, as an indemnification for the 
rifque of ftakeing their credit, or the in- 
convenience of making the ftipulated ad- 
vances to the ftate. It is chiefly this intri- 
cate though npceffary mercantile operation 
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which would render a minuter detail of 
management than by the permanent inter*^ 
mediate agency of Zemindars^ if not im- 
poflible without lofs, at lead ineligible to 
any ruling adminiftration ; yet it rauft be 
confefled that the power which it gives 
to thefe petty tyrants to opprefs the poor, 
eftablifh monopolies, or withhold the re- 
quifite fupplies of grain from the provincial 
troops when on fervice, moft frequently 
in the view of being better enabled to fur- 
niih the enemy, is often produdive of the 
greateil inconveniences : but as a local vi- 
gorous fuperintendance might, in a great 
meafure, correal this evil, it is only prin- 
cipally to be regretted that Ibme fhare of 
the enormous profits derived from the 
transfer, and fale of the annual territorial 
produce, by the Zemindars^ in their mercan- 
tile capacities, cannot be brought into cir- 
culation, or by any means be rendered be? 
neficial to the public. 

6. Kiftbundy Periods of Payment 

Having thus brought the Jumtnabundy 
to a clofe, and fecured the payment of two 
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thirds of the amount by Ki/lsj or monthly 
inftalments, let us follow the ufual procefs 
of the year in realizing the remainder of 
the ftated revenue to the final adjuftment 
of accounts. The 30th of April, corref- 
ponding nearly with the termination of the 
moft general civil year of the Hindoos, 
and concluding the periodical leafon in 
which the returning difpatches for Europe 
may be made with convenience, has been 
with great propriety fixed on for balancing 
the books of the Clrcars ; but it i3 from 
the 3 1 ft of Auguft to the end of the Fu- 
JtlleCj that the accounts are ultimately fet- 
tled with the farmers-general of the govern- 
ment lands. In the latter of thefe periods, 
the Poonofs^ or fmall grain harveft, the 
third and laft annual crop being reaped, 
enables the Reyuts^ to fulfil their engage- 
ments with the fuperior renters, who are 
therefore at this time debited with the re- 
maining portion of their Jummabundy ^ and 
required finally to liquidate their balances. 
On the 24th of September, the expiration 
of the revenue year, a general ftatement 
called the Jumtna-WaJel^Bauky^ (hewing 
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the amount J receipts^ and balances of, or orl 
account of the current fettlement, is drawn 
out by the head accomptant from the Mof- 
fujjilj or fimilar detailed provincial docu- 
ments figned by the Zemindars^ attefted 
and recorded by the Canongoe^ which, after 
having gone through the critical examina- 
tion of many different auditors, is depofited 
in the Khalfa Dufter^ to ferve as a bafis for 
the Jummabundy of the fucceeding year. 

It was ufual under the Moorifli adminif- 
tration at the final fettlement, for the jiu- 
mildar^ or coUeftor-general, as well in his 
own juftification as to remove every pof-^ 
lible pretence for future deficiencies, to 
produce a writing under the denomination 
of a Muchuka-ni'darud^ figned jointly by 
the Defmooh and Defpondeahs^ and pur- 
porting that they have not^ in the way of 
bribery or otherwife, paid a fingle Daum 
to the agent of Government betides what 
is fpecified in the public account of re- 
ceipts. 



I ?34 ] 



9. Recovery qfj^alances^ 

The arduous talk of recovering fuch ha-s 
}aiaces ^s appeare4 to he due oh the ulti-: 
piate adjuftment of the year, required the 
ptinoft attention : for this purpofe it naight 
\>c neceflary to fcrutinize the tranfadHonsi 
pf the Zemindars^ both with the inferior 
tenants in the participation, and with the 
merchants in the fale of the annual crops ; 
^ecaufe the debts which could be afcer- 
^ained to be due from the two latter clafles 
pf people to the former, together with the 
jimount of Rujfooms and Saverums^ confti- 
^uted the fole fund of indemnification with- 
in ;he preach of the fovereign Dewanny 
authority,, to make good defalcations in the 
l^eyenue, proceeding from negligent or cor- 
rupt intermediate agency ; feeing the un- 
pertainty, if not impoiiibility, of ever be- 
insr able to touch the fecret treafurc of a 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Illujlration of the Expediency offuch Forms. 

JL O avoid the detail and leflen the other 
public inconveniences of {uch a fyftem of 
management as we have defcribed, thought 
principally defective in the latitude its perio- 
dical renewals give to peculation, or the in- 
fufficiency of a variable adminiftration, it has 
been imagined, that to fix the yearly afleff- 
ment unalterably at a moderate quit rent, 
and to put the Zemindars of India on a foot- 
ing Tvith the copy -holders of England, 
would be no lefs efieflual in accomplifhing 
the defired immediate purpofes, than ulti- 
mately beneficial in a more extenfive view 
of general political confequences. This 
involves a queftion of the utmofl: impor- 
tance to the Britifh Nation at large, and 
more particularly interefting to the Com- 
pany. A local knowledge of the country, 
of the people, praiftical experience, or theo- 
retical inftrudion deduced from the recor- 



[ 236 ] 

ded wifdom of native ftatefmen, may dc* 
termine the judgement of thofe who partake 
of fuch partial lights, to pronounce, with 
truth and confidence, the danger, inexpe- 
diency, or abfurdity of innovations, in the 
financial poliqy of Hindoftan ; that to leflea 
or fix the exaflions from the a<5l:ual farming 
intermediate land-holders would foon be 
fruitlefs to themfelves, rather add to the 
burthen of the peafantry, and prove doubly 
injurious tp a ruling foreign ftate, in redu- 
cing for ever the already too fcanty fources 
• of fupply, even when confidered in all their 
bitheno unrevealed plenitude, or as paving 
the way to a refraflory independance, that 
in proportion to the decreafe of public de- 
tnands, fo would the reftive prefumption 
of enfranchifeil flaves grow exceffive and be- 
corne moft ungovernablct under the feudal 
acknowledgement of a Barley corn, which 
iu freer countries beft enfure^ tranquil- 
lity ; but to imprcfs conviiSlion on the minds 
of thole who, from fituation, are precluded 
the benefit of fuch contingent aids, to draw 
a right conclufion in what regards perfons 
and things differently circumftanced to 
what they appear to be in Europe, may 
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require the evidence of fome afcertainable 
facSs. It is therefore we here addued the 
following, as applicable to the fubjedt un- 
der confideration* 



Experience In thefourM^(u\[p2itirnPtoi)!nceS4 

In the Circars^ immediately dependant 
on Mafulipatam^ we fuppofe it generally 
known, that the Zemindar Sj fince, and 
not before, the eftablifhment of the Englifh 
Government, have been confidercdj no 
matter how erroneoufly, as hereditary pro* 
prietors of the lands included in their rt(* 
pedlive jurifdidions ; and that, agreeable to 
the miftaken idea of poflefiing feudal te» 
nures, they were fubjeft to military fervices, 
together with a.certain tribute in proportion 
to the valued rents of their countries. We 
know not whether any enqui ries were ever feC 
on foot toafcertain thefe different pofitions^ 
or that they have been admitted on any 
other ground, than fimple furmife, the 
ipfe-dixit of the farming land-holders them* 
felves, or at beft the information of the 
Company's Hindoo interpreter, who, in 
the capacity of SeriJJ.tadjr^ enjoyed an an* 
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pual income of forty thouland Pagodas 
from the Zemindars o{RajemanJryyZcc[m{ced 
in about the 1 3th of February, 1 767 : but, 
fuch is the fadl ; the affeffment of thefe 
feveral diftrifts for feventeen years back 
has been rated extremely low. We (hall 
here venture to fay in anticipation of what 
we are farther to add on the fubjecft, that, at 
leaft, one half of the rents coUeded from 
the Reyuts on behalf of Government, has 
been remitted to its intermediate agents, 
under the head of expence, or on the idea of 
their being the rightful conftitutional pro- 
prietors of the foil. Moreover, the portion 
demanded by the public, has been invaria- 
bly limited to the fame amount, according 
to the received notion of a tribute ; for, 
though an increafe of i2i per cent, is 
fuppofed to have been put, in the laft five 
years fettlement, on what is termed the 
Mamool or cuflomary Jummabundy : yet the 
total amount of that addition, together 
with the 10,000 pagodas per annum falary 
to the interpreter, and 5,724 to be paid 
into the treafury for his Mujfaryj did but 
barely counterbalance the afore-mentioned 
Serifhtadary appropriations, added to an 
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iinaccounted portion of Hujfen Affs Jd^ 
^ecfy and which were then re-annexed td 
the ttajemundry Zemindaries^ as equivalent 
bnfy to the aggregate of the two laft fums 
fpecified. On the other hand, the ftated 
military fervices, however much wanted 
of late, have neither been required^ nor 
commuted for in money. The moft pro- 
found tranquillity^ an increafing commerce^ 
the free fecure enjoyment of private property^ 
have peculiarly diftinguiflied the Citcars fof 
a long fenes of years paft, amidft furroun- 
ding diftradtionSy anarchy or barbarity; 
and fo far have thefe provinces been from 
experiencing the calamities of the neigh- 
bouring war in the Camatic^ or bebg bur- 
thened with new confequent impofls^ thai 
they have rather, in the mean time, received 
a prodigious increafe of wealthy through 
the extraordinary profits derived from the 
exported produce of the country, at leaft 
twenty- five per cent, above the ufual price. 
Under a Government fo lenient, admitting 
of fuch uncommon privileges and individual 
advantage, it niight naturally be fuppofed 
that the Zemindarsj as being the fuperior 
elafs of Hindoo fubje£ts, and moft benefited 
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by the powerful beneficent protadion of 
the fovereign authority, would be found 
conftitutionally fubmiffive, grateful, and 
liberal, in proportion to their own profpe- 
rity, compared with the embarraffments, 
and exigencies of the public. But the ex- 
pcftation is politically unreafonable, and 
pnly betrays a total ignorance of the na- 
tional charadler. The very reverfe muft 
•always be the cafe, and has been more ef- 
pcclally manifefted in latter times, within 
the deperfdenciesof A&/«///j/^;w, as maybe 
fufficiently proved by a reference to fuch 
recorded fadts at large as we (hall here only 
generally touch upon. 



CHAR XII. 

Conclfe abjlradl of the Kheraje Jumma, and 
of fraudulent alienations in /i6^ Northern 
Circars. 

1 O afcertain the amount of fraudulent 
fequeftrations of land to PeonSj &c., it 
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fliould be remembered that 41^000 armed 
men» of every denomination , are fuppoied 
to be maintained throughout all the pro- 
vincesy by the official land-holders, on pre- 
tence of enforcing the collection of the 
rents due to Government, which is vir* 
tually, or in fad, debited for the expence 
of fuch Militia eftabliihment, under the 
head K^Sebundy. Of this number, one half, 
of different tribes, MalxmteJans or Hindoos^ 
wholly undifciplined, and with no local or 
perfbnal attachments, are paid altogether 
in money; and a Peon for every vilkge, for- 
ming what b called the Nackwarry efb- 
blifhment, coniifting chiefly of MufTuImen, 
in hereditary fucceffion, and indilpenfably 
neceflaiy for the colleAkms and peace of 
the country, paid a fubfiflence in kind, at 
harvefl time, in equal proportions by Go- 
vernment and its Reyuts^ will make up the 
numerary of Mofuffil troops, thus provided 
for, 27,000. It is only the remaining 
14,000, compofed of the military tribes of 
RaebewarSf Raw-wars^ Felmas^ and Kun^ 
iaits^ fprung from, or adopted into, the 
fiunilies of the ZMtiniars^ and therefore 
peribnally attached to their chiefs, that 

m 
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have been claadcflinely favoured with tcN 
ritorial grants for their ordinary and con-* 
ftant maintenance, beiides extraordinary pay 
in money when on fervice; and thefe alie- 
nations, at the mofl moderate cotnptitation 
of fifty Rupees annually for each man, one 
with another, form an obje(Sk of fevca 
Lacksj which, without pretending to efti- 
mate fimilar defalcations in favour of Bra- 
mins, &c., added to the Kharige Jurmna^ 
make the whole income of landed property^ 
exclufivc of what is affefled for Govern- 
ment, amount to twenty-four Lacks^ and 
inclufive of it, one Crore thirty Lacks of 
Rupees^ with a fraftion, being the fum 
total which we (hall henceforth aflumfi as 
the Grofs Rental of the Mahl and Sair^ of 
all the northern Circars colle£kivcly. 

I. Obfervations and Calculations in Evidenci 

of this Rental. 

Large as this revenue may at firft fighQ 
appjsar, either comparatively with the ac- 
tual public receipts, or with the fuppofed 
capacity of the farming land^ holder^ yet 
it will be found to fall fhort of the eftim&<» 



[ HS ] 

a 

ted yearly produce of the country, by tha 
loweft general calculations which can be 
formed of the extent and value even of all 
the araile ground, in or out of cultivation, 
fetting aiide the greater portion of land 
appropriated to Pajlure^ of no financial 
account to the ilate, for the gratuitous 
benefit of the whole body of Peafantry. To 
difcufs this point with the wifhed-for pre- 
cifion, a topographical furvey of the Ctr^ 
CMTSy particularly thofe of GuntoWy Raji- 
mundry^ and the fouthern divifion of C/V^- 
cole^ would be neceffary, in order to afcer- 
tain their exad fuperficial contents. Ne- 
verthelefs, according to fuch imperfeft 
materials as the public, or individuals on 
the fpot, have as yet been fumifhed with, 
and information from a manufcript drawing 
executed under the French Government, 
fiill unpubliflied, except on the diminutive 
Icale of D*AnvUle's general map of Hin- 
doflan, we have ventured to give an area 
of 1 7,000 fquare geographic miles to all 
the fix provinces united. But to be within 
the mofl moderate bounds, let the dimen- 
iions be reduced to 15,000 of the fame 
meafure, or for the fake of eafier calcula* 

R % 
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lation in round numbers^ to 20,000 fquard 
British miles. In like manner, we have 
been under the neceffity of affuming the 
proportion of fhd arable land, rather arbi- 
trarily, and to ourfelves on very unfatis- 
faftory grounds, at bni fifth of the whole 
territorial extent, finding that neither the 
Moghul, French, nor Englifli adrtiiniftra- 
tions, the former from floth and ignorance, 
the fecond for want of leifure in the fliorc 
period of a fix years rule, and the latter, no 
doubt, from difinctination, have not adop- 
ted the eafy conftitutional mode of afcer- 
taining this matter with the greater accu- 
racy, by an inveftigation into the detailed 
annual accounts of the Defpandeahsj or 
other revenue officers employed by Go- 
vernment, and which can be defficient only 
from relaxation or negligence in the exer- 
cife of a neceffary legal control. 

1. ^be arable Landj proportioned to the Be- 
gah Duftery, and to the Begah Reyuty, 
and valued by the Rebba, or money fettle^ 
ment ofl^as in Bengal. 

The cultivated lands in the Circars^ 
being 4,000 fquare B. miles, on the princi* 
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pics of Tooril Muirs yummabundy Ncid^^ 
require adue attention to the relative cirqum- 
Ranees, and it is to be obferved that the 
Begah DufUry^ or fquare official meafurc^ 
inflituted by that financier, and ferving as 
a bails for its general pecuniary afleflcncnt 
of one fourth of the yearly produce of the 
foil, in thofe parts of the empire where a 
money fettlement could, with advantage, be 
made, confifted of 3,600 fquare ells, each 
at the lowed calculation of 38^ inches, and 
at the highefl 41, being very little ihort.of 
ail Englifh acre. But in proc^fs of time, in 
confequence of the increafed inflyx of fpecie 
from the days of jikbarj tbroyghout the 
commercial provinces, as well as thofe 
round the capital, fb greatly benefited by 
a rapid circulation of the f}gns of wealth, 
and agreeable to the ever con flan t efiedts of 
luxury growing with riches, the natural 
and artificial produce of the country acQuir 
red a high proportionate value ; thp pricp 
of labour was enhanced, and to re-eftabliik 
an equilibrium in the general fyflem of 
political economy over the whole empire,, 
the Fougedar, Aumlu and Zemindars em- 
ployed in MofuJJil coUedtions, fometimea 
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"blindly, and oftentimes intereftedly, wera 
made the ftate conduftors, for drawing a 
fupcrabundant currency into the exhaufted 
coffers of the exchequer. Thefe interme- 
diate agents, often unexpcftedly, and always 
irregularly, felt themfelves ftruck by the 
hand of defpotifm ; but they difpenfed its 
influence, for felfifh benefit, with more mo- 
deration, though no lefs arbitrarily, to the 
great mafs of the people, A fixed ftandard 
for eftimating the lands had been inftituted, 
and was found neccffary to be' continued, 
to regulate the extent and value of territo- 
rial affignments, whether for civil or mi- 
litary fervices. The tide of American 
treafure, which afterwards fo prodigioufly 
altered the relative worth of real andperfonal 
property in Hindoftan, flowed in through 
fo many different channels of commerce 
in the beginning, that its progrcfs feemed 
flow, and was fcarcely perceptible, when 
made vifible by its efFefts ; an increafe of 
revenue was demanded, but infl:ead of re- 
curring to the original principles of finance 
eftablifhed by ^ooril MulU ignorant or cor- 
rupt MuflTulman deputies preferred the 
tnode oi' arbitrary taxation^ in addition to 
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fhe firft regular affeflment, which from 
being precarious and indefinite, afforded 
greater fcopc for minifterial peculation, 
and was more agreeable to the Reyuts and 
fuperior land-holders, in the hopes of fu- 
ture difcontinuance, or of purchafing par- 
tial remiffions of public income, by the 
private douceurs of bribery. An age elapfed 
before a weak, blind, unfyftematical Go- 
vernment, could avail itfelf of this change, 
thus gradually introduced in the value of 
things in general, to aflert its territorial 
rights, by refuming all the recent Aboah^ 
pr impoft5, the known defalcations of 
its proper Muffulman ^/f^/w/'/f, or Fouger 
4arry officers, confolidated with the original 
rents. The reform, however, was ftill 
but half com pleated in the Soubabs ofDelhi^ 
^gra and Bengali the two former fo en- 
riched by the collected fpoils of the empire, 
pr the profufe expence of a Moghul court; 
the latter fo greatly benefited by enlarged 
commerce. In thefe Soubabs^ therefore, 
over and above the ordinary taxes^ to re- 
medy the growing difproportion between 
the grofs produce and the royal proprietory 
Ihares of the land, a reduftion of tWQ 
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tbinis was made iii the fquare extent of a 
Begabf which, by a very fimple operation 
nommally tripled the quantity of ground 
in cultivation ; this lefTened meafure of 
X 200 ells being equally valuable, or fub- 
JC& to the fame financial demands as the 
larger one of the fame denomination, in* 
Aituted as a bafis for the original affeiTment 
of Tooril Mull. 

In Bengalj the particular circumftances 
of which may be deemed beft fuited to be 
brought uxto comparifon with thofe of the 
northern Circars, the common Begah^ now 
called Reyutty^ in contradiftin&ion to Duf^ 
teryy and made almoft the univerfal ftan- 
dard to eftimate the annual farm, or per- 
manent transfer of territorial property, con- 
tains no more than 1600 fquare yards, while 
the proportioned rent, including the ^JJil 
^oomar^ with all the additional taxes, fincc 
eflablifhed, and already exibited, may be 
calculated at leaft from one to four Rupees^ 
varying with fituation and foil, for grounds 
laid out in the culture of grain, and from 
five to thirty, for fuch as are appropriated 
to the dearer produftions of fecond neceflity; 
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or, to obviate every poilibility of cavil, the 
medium yearly income of the whole may 
be ftated at two Rupees. According to 
which 4000 fquare miles, each of 1936 
Begahs^ being the fuppofed arable land in 
all the Circarsy (hould yield a grofs revenue 
to Government of 15,488,000 Rupees. 

3. The arable Land of the Circars eJitmaSedby 
Buttai, or dhlfion of Crops. 

Nor will the amount be lefs on a compu- 
tation, by the a£tual eftabliflied rule of 
Buttai^ of the produce of the three yearly 
barvefts in com, equally divided between 
the flate and its ReyutSj allowing the fame 
quantity of ground fit for cultivation, as in 
the foregoing eflimate, one fourth (hould 
be dedudted for the portion always fufi^ered 
to remain fallow, and fubje£t to no afTeff- 
ment, reckoning only 3000 fquare miles, or 
nearly one - feventh of the area adigned to 
the whole country, in conilant tillage, aud 
liable to the operations of finance. This ter- 
ritory then being equivalent, in local mea- 
fure, to 194,464 d///>j,each of ^zGuntah^ 
compofed of 1 6 fquare Feejfam^ every one of 
whichconfiftingof from4|tO5C0i;A/i, or on 
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a medium of 7 J feet fquare, and producing 
at the loweft calculation per Catty^ one 
year with another, 8 Candies^ each of 
about i6oo lb. weight in grain, either rice 
or yoaryj which ufually fetches on the 
fpot 5 Pagodas or 20 Rupees per Candy ^ will, 
after deduftion of one moiety, as the legal 
and cuftomary fhare of the peafautry, though 
fometimes curtailed through the iniquity 
of Zemindar Sy yieW an annual inconie to 
Government of /2///^^j 15,557,120; while 
the amount of Sair^ or variable impofts, in 
addition may be fuppofed Ripply to com- 
penfate for the extraordinary expence, rifque 
and unavoidable lofs in thus concluding 
with the farmers a revenue fettlement iii 
kind paid by pecuniary eftimation, 

4. Tbe AJfeJfment of Hindoo Peafantry^ com^ 
pared 'withpeafantry in Qther Countries. 

^ We are not to imagine that the burden 
thus impofedon the great mafsof the people, 
more efpecially the ufefulclafsof hufband- 
men, leaves a fmaller proportion of the 
fruits of their labour to fatisfy their own 
neceflary wants, or indeed is, in any 



C *5i ] 

refpe^k, fo oppreffive to the peafantry ad 
in other civilifed parts of the world. In 
the freeft countries of Europe, Great Bri- 
taiftj Switzerland^ the Netherlands^ and the 
Pays cTEtats of France^ we believe the 
fhare left to the peafantry of the growth of 
the foil from their own induftry, has never 
been reckoned more than from two thirds 
to four fifths of the whole yearly produce. 
By the regulations of Tamerlane for all his 
'Tartarian^ Perjian^ and Syrian dominions, 
from China to the Mediterranean fea, one 
third of the annual Crop^ by common va- 
luation, whether of the finer or coarfer 
articles of culture, was to be appropriated 
to fupport the cftablifhed military Govern- 
ment, and the remainder to fubfift the 
Reyuts or defray the expence of cultiva- 
tion. By the conftitutions of Sultan SeUm\ 
for the general adminiftration of his new 
conqueft of E^'j&/, in 1516, the lands, or 
native Tenantry^ were aflefled chiefly in 
money, and by meafurement, one half of 
the grofs annual product of, it is true, an 
extraordinary luxuriant foil, either to main- 
tain the feudal republican eftablilhment, 
with a ftanding army in fubordination to 
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the Turkifh Bafliavv, or to be remitted iix 
tre^Aire to the Porte^ and in corn to Af<?c- 
C<?, as an ofFering to the holy MuiTulmaa 
ice, ynder the denomination of the Af/W, 
QX imperial tribute *. And in Siarrij under n 
different denomination, the rule oi Buttai^ 
by equal divifion of the yearly crops between 
Government and the peafantry, is a fixed 
regulation e{labU(hed by aqcieiU defpotic. 
law QX cuftom, 

« Th.Q feudal republican eilabliihment confide^ 
gf 24 foreign Bfys^ as m:^ny with Ka/hefi^ or lien- 
t^D^nts^ for the 24 provinces of Egypt, each 
ef thefe poflefiing in property and feudal fub- 
Ordination, an indefinite number of Mamelukes^ 
er Circaffian^Georgian^ ZTi^Jb\JJinlan^ Chriftian flaves, 
f.4ttcated in M^bon^etanifpi, who formed the ftan« 
ding milltiat and fucceeded always; by adoption^ 
ability, or favoyritifm to the landed property and 
f>fBces of their raafters, until they attained the higheft 
^ign'ity among the Beys of Shekh ui Bel^d, or chief 
^f the country. The f^anding army wi^s compofe4 
©f 12:0Q regular tropps, chiefly infantry, diyided 
JntQ feyen Ojacks^ or regiments, commanded by as 
jxi^ny Kyhahs^ ynder the orders of the Bajhaw, The 
^V/, for lower Egypt, in mqney, was fettled at 
%^Mydtni i^tx Fcdqn of ground, and for Said^ or 
vppev Egypt, ^60yOQO Jrd^bs of wheat^j according ta 
the meafure of that time. 
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Whereas 'n Hindoftan, iigfecable to th« 
liiftitutions of the Emperor j/^kbar^ tiiliver* 
fally adopted and invariably adhcfed to 
fince, whether we make the Jummahundjf 
Nekifyy or Buttai^ the bafis for calculatioh> 
it would feein as if a medium had beert 
ftruck of ail the foregoing proportions efta* 
bliihed in other countries, to fit thofe of 
the Moghuldominions* by defpotic law iXxA 
ttfage, with wonderful moderation, at Ofii 
fourth for the Circar^ or fovereign pfo* 
prietor, and three fourths for the ReyUtt^ 
or immediate cultivators of the land* 

Ifcii'cumftarices of climate and habit ar« 
taken into confideration, theneceflary want^ 
of clothing, fuel and various diet, with all 
the conveuiencies required by the inhabi- 
tants of the colder regions, yet fo fcantlly 
fupplied even by cxccffive toil, from fandy 
barrennefs in many places, united to tha 
efFeftof inclement feafons in others, com-^ 
pared with the expediency of Indian naked- 
nefs, under a fcorching fun, the fimplicity 
of milk and vegetable food, enjoined by the 
Itrongeft moral and religious precepts, the 
/ank luxuriance of a foil yielding almx^ft 
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fpontancoufly a triple yearly harveft, and 
above all, a perpetual verdant pafture, of 
fuch vaft extant and richnefs as to fubfift 
by its flocks gratuitoufly without any fifcal 
charge, half the great body of the people ; 
then it muft be confefled that the propor- 
tional affeflhient Aated as forming an appa- 
rent mean, is in reality the very extreme of 
financial moderation, and that inflead of 
three fourths, we may allow feven eighth^ 
to be the fhare of annual territorial produce 
enjoyed by the Hindoo peafantry. 

From verbal information on the fpotnot 
vouched to be abfolutcly correft, though 
perhaps fuflSciently fo to convey a general 
idea of the matter of fad, the town of 
Kaicoloor^ Perg: Bheterjkclly^ Zemi^dary 
Chahur Mhalj on the fruitful borders of the 
Colair Lake^ Circar of Kondapillee^ contai- 
ned, in 1783, one hundred families, of 
which eighty farming Bramins, in all about 
eight hundred fouls, paying to government 
as its due, under the denomination of z, 
moiety of the produdt, two thoufanci Pa^ 
godas yearly for i ooo Catties of the richeft 
ar(d>U ground iii the Circars. Of this 
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Ir^ace, bniy one fifth was in cuttivation^ 
and yielded 2000 Candies of grain, valued at 
10 yOoO Pagodas^ from which, after deduc* 
ting the ftipulated rent to the flate, and 
allowance of 14 per cent on the grofs re- 
ceipts to defray the cuftomary charge o£ 
Bujoorhsi S aver urns y &C.9 to Zemindar i 
and kj^er Officers^ whofe authority for fome 
years paft hath been fufpended, 6600 Pa^ 
godas (hould remain to the hufbandmen* 
The ufual pay to the Pariahsy who are thd 
common labourers, and employed fix months 
in tillage, or reaping the harvefts, is two 
Seer of Paddy per day each man, and one 
twentieth of the grain produced, diftributed 
amongft them all, at the clofe of the feafon) 
being about 4 Rupees per month for half 
the year for each perfon> at the ufuaL cal- 
eulation of 3 for every Catty of ground; and 
which^ together with the price of half % 
Candy of feed grain required for the fame 
fquare meafure, make the total expence of 
the cultivated lands 4100, leaving a clear 
profit to the farmers oi 2^00 pagodas j as the 
maintenance of oxen for the plough i$ 
otherwife gratuitoufly provided for by the 
indulgent Sovereign. Now^ befides the x^^ 
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volving harveft income of thefe villagers^ 
they derived a gain of about 1 200 pagodas 
more, the yearly produce in Ghee^ and nu- 
merary increafc of 600 milch cows, paf- 
tured on the remainder of the land in 
tenancy, fubjedt to no afTefTment, while it 
was notorious that the Brahmin families, 
forming three fourths of the whole popula- 
tion of the place, and there, as well as 
over the reft of Hindoftan, generally 
fpeaking, the moft voluptuous and extra* 
vagant in their diet, draw half their fub- 
fiftence from butter milk, or the very 
fqueezings of the dairy, after having con- 
verted, without the help of alchymy, the 
more fubftantial laitagc into ftill more fub-? 
ftautial gold. 

It may be urged that it is not the 
great mafs of the people, two millions four 
hundred mnety-ninc thoufand nine hundred 
and thirty^ out of two millions and a half 
the fuppofed total enumeration of fouls 
cxifting in the CircarSj that are objeds of 
eonfideratiou, as likely to be oppreffed or 
deprived of their rights in realizing to the 
public treafury the territorial rental levied 
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from the Rtyuts^ in the name and hehalf 
of Gk>veminent9 and ftated as its due, 
but it is a clafs of feventy Zemindars^ 
who, being called landholders^ muft there* 
£3re be fb in fa^l, agreeable to European 
ideas of feudal tenures'; or elfe, being 
ignorantly Ailed Rajah, or Hindoo Princes*, 
muft be allowed an original hereditary 
right, not only to the proprietory occu* 
pancy of the land, but alio to exerciie 
tyrannical uncontroled authority over the 
perfbns and property of the bulk of the 
inhabitants, who virtually, or in contem- 
plation of law, are fubjeA to the fbve- 
rdgnty, difmembered from the Moghul 
empire. The very propofition is fb pal- 
pably abfurd and erroneous in its principle, 
that it ieems impoilible to exprefs it in any 
terms of language which do not at the 
£une time convey a felf-evident refutation, 
and expofe the fallacy both of premifes and 
conclufion : yet, in delicacy to the public 
opinions, and as the legiflators of India in 
Great Britain feem rather inclined to adopt 

^ ASual proprietors of die foiL Vide order for the 
Babar fetdement. 
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the pppvtlaf 1)erief, thpygh in fheir wifdom 
they have not thought proper to alter one 
of the moil aacient fundamental maxims 
of policy m the Eaft, by creating great ia-^ 
terme4iatp proprietors of land oi\ the foot- 
ing of freeholders, copyholders, or feuda-- 
tories of Europe, otherwife than by tem- 
porary y^igeers to the officers or penfioners 
of Government, fo we fliall ftUl only for- 
xnally fiippofe the exift^nce of fuch a de^ 
fcriptipn qf men under the appellation of 
H^emimiarsj for the fake of a diredl pofitive 
denial of the fa£t, and of the truth of the 
inference deduced from ' it, implying ai^ 
unwarrantable oppreflive infringement of 
individual privileges*. This fubjeA has 
already been irregularly difcu&d in differ 
rent preceding parts of the analyfis, and 
it feems only neceflary here to bring all 
the arguments ufed by reference into one 
connected point of view* 

It hath been afferted, and we prefuiajio^ 

• The opctation of Sir John Shore*i and Mr. I<aw'& 
Mocurrery plan, if fanftioncd by Parliament^ \xiU 
cftablilh over Britifli India this hypothetical fyftea\ qf 
injuftice and oppreflion* 
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to think oti grdUtids ddtiiitting of political 
demohftration, that no tribe of tiindoo 
land-holders, jointly or fcverally within 
the Circars. or the whole of them coUec- 
tively, under whatever denomination, ex- 
cepting the ancient Rajahs of the country, 
which have been particularized as defcen- 
dants of the royal family of Oriffa or G^- 
gepilttyy have, in rights form^ or faSt, the 
fmallefl pretenfions to any territorial pro- 
perty beyond the extent of their fpecified 
official domains, called Saverutn^ making 
fcarcely one twentieth part of the local 
civil jurifdidtion committed to their ma- 
nagement by the fovereign proprietory 
government, 

I ft. The private right of an exten- 
five landholding could only be acquired hf 
cbnqueft, royal grant, hereditary or pre- 
fcriptive tenure, of free or feudal poflef- 
fion ; arid it is notorious that every Ze^ 
mindary title is the moft limited and pre- 
carious in its nature, depending. on the ar- 
bitrary will of the loweft provincial dele- 
gates ; equivalent to a fimple leafe in te- 
nancy, fubjedt to annual renewals ; and 
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withia the period of Bricifh rule can be tnt-* 
ced to the fame bafe and recent origin, which 
generally diftinguiflies the fpurious claim, 
of farmers-occupant thcmfelves to family 
preeminence from birth, or to the enjoyment 
of a large territorial income in prejudice 
of the Prince's ncceiTary undifputed regal 
dues.1 

2nd. The form of fuch Sunnuds or De- 
wanny patents as conftitute the Defmeoks 
or Zemindars official coUeftors of the re- 
venue^ with inferior civil powers, at the 
fame time that it afcertains the extent of 
their petty freehold eftates, (free of all 
taxes) appropriated for family fubiiftence 
within each local jurifdidlion, determines 
Ipecifically or comparatively, if we may 
be allowed to make ufe of an European 
term, the unqualified villena^e^y to the 
fovereign or his feudal reprefentative j of 
the greater portion of land in occupancy^ 

• Mr. Grant applies this analogy exclufively to the 
Zemindar's relation to the fovereign ; but it may apply 
inclufively to all Britifli India, if the Mocurrery plan 
is fan£tioned by Parliament ; for all the Reyuts of la-^ 
dia» to whom the iixt proportion of one fourth of thQ. 



as well as the flavifh dependance of the 
Hindoo landholder, for the whole of his 
uncertain tenure on the lordly MufTulman 
yageerdar or AumtL That thfe poffeflbrs 
of fuch inferior grants fhould be reluftant 
now in producing their reipedivc deeds, 
under the prevalence of a delufive idea 
which magnifies their relative importance, 
is perfedly natural; but that the rights 
and privileges of fubjefts, as derived from 
government, fhould fo frequently be agi- 
tated, and to this day acknowledged to t)e 
matters wholly undefined, or of the greatcft 
doubt; and that yet the only fure, eafy, 
and fimple mode of difcovering the truth, 
by a critical examination of Sunnuds^ fhould 
be negledled, appears altogether extraor- 
dinary and unaccountable. 

3rd. Inpointof^Sthe moflconclufive 
evidence offers itfelf of the fovereign claim 
to the landlord's fhare of yearly territorial 

produce was the quit rent for their Heritable Pottah^ 
are rendered^ by the new plan^ Fillains regardant ^ and are 
totally disfranchifed. Vide Riflng Refources of Bengal, 
page 84) queftion and anfwers by Sir J. Shore and 
Mr. Law. 



/ 
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produce, and that the who^e U>dy of Zi^r. 
mindars were from th? begimjuog, and are 
ftill to be, confidered (Imply as iatermediate 
agents for the ftate, to realize the flipu- 
lated rent of the peafantry. This do£trinc 
forms incpntrovertibly the ground-work 
of the paft and a£tual fyftem of finance 
throughput all thp dilTevered members of 
the Moghul empire; it is prafticably enfor- 
ced every where by the Prince, acknow- 
ledged or acquiefced in by the Hindoo lafid^ 
holders themfelvesj and, notorioujly refpeSted by. 
the Reyuts unjiverfally, as the foundation of 
xhtxv MagnaChartaj from its afcertaining the 
propprtipn of the p/oduce of the foil raifed 
by thqir labpi^r, wl^ich is invariably to be 
paid for the public fervice. Aqcordingly* 
it may be clearly t raped in the letter and. 
fpirit of the original inftruments conferring 
inveftiture, defcribing the nature, local ex- 
tent, and the powers of Zemindary offices ; 
as well as in the annual Cowle^ beftowing 
the temporary management of the revenue 
on the fame general permanent agents ; it 
is manifefted in the ever-cuftomary a6b5 of 
govern naeut, at pleafure or for mal-a4mi- 
niftration, of fufpending their authc^Jty a^^^ 
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toUtGtoK, and de|>rivinfg thetti altog^he^ 
of territorial juHfdiftion, tf^ith its afligned 
advantaged, but in tnioft tzfts with ttie 
allowance of Saverum or fubfiftehce in land, 
tlien trartsferring their ertipteytfients^ 6ffi- 
ckl rights and privileges to others, in per- 
petuity or for a time. 

4th, It is finally demonftrated by the te- 
ftor of the Muchulca^ or written obligation 
of the Zemindars^ t6 difcharge faithfully 
th^ frufts repofed in them, otherwife im* 
|)licitly acqiiiefcing iii the jutficc of fuf^ 
p^Afion^ or entire exoneration, and never 
F^qttirihg, at any tintie, in the nature of tcr* 
ritorial property, beyond the extent of their 
Sm^erunty but always bound to account! wiri&f 
t!he treafufy for the laft Haum collefted 
throughout the reniainder of thdtr local 
jurifdidions conftrudively or pblitively by 
royiail authority ; and though they fhoilid 
defraud, by general abftraA or felfe fliitfe- 
nieiits of receipts and diiburfements, they 
nevei* can nor ought to fuperiede the fove- 
ifeign's right to enter into detail, torefume 
defalcations, and curtail unneceflary iSV- 
hmdyot dxorbitartt Jl%^/ expences of the 
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Circar or ftate, and this is the only extent 
to which public inveftigation fliould now 
go, and economical reform tend, m order 
to reduce the emoluments of intermediate 
agents to the primitive, legal, and equitable 
flandard of Rujfooms and Saverum^ virtually 
as well as in form. 

Having (hewn that this decreafed allow- 
ance, in itfelf and in equity, cannot be called 
an infringment on the natural rights of In- 
dian landholders, how far it may be fuf- 
ficient and adequate in policy to their 
iituation in the country, can only be truly 
afcertained by eftimating their charader, 
wants, and relative circumflances. In ad- 
dition to what has been already obferved on 
this topic, it is inconteftible that the moft 
voluptuous Hindoo in the country, of 
whatever denomination, (without a flagrant 
deviation from every good principle, mo- 
ral and religious, he profefTes, and the ob- 
fervance of which conftitute him a va- 
luable fubjed of inofFenfive manners and 
virtuous fimplicity,) cannot in his own 
perfon, houfe, equipage, drefs, and pro- 
per family fubfiflence^ exceed in his ex- 



\ 
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pences, on the fcale of the higheft rank, 
from ICO to looo rupees monthly; while 
a Zemindar^ s legal allotment of about ten 
per cent out of the public revenue, to- 
gether with certain other pecuniary arid 
contingent advantages, not only amply pro- 
vide for all fuch neceffary charges, but are 
confiderably more than fufficient to defray 
all thofe of ufelefs luxury, pernicious ex- 
travagance, and alfo the empty pageantry 
of retinue and outward (how, ever indul- 
ged in, and afFefted by the richeft or moft 
debauched landholders, before ,they are 
tainted with a fpirit of extraordinary re- 
fradtorinefs, or of ambition, fo common 
amongft this order of men in India, to raife 
felf-defpotic independance on the ruins of 
eflablifhed conftitutional authority. From 
thefe, and a variety of moral and phyfical 
caufes, in their efFe£t not peculiar to Hin- 
doftan, any excefs of wealth enjoyed for a 
while by thefe people, muft ultimately and 
inevitably be diverted into one or all of 
the three following channels, equally per- 
nicious to the flate. 

I ft. Secret hoard of treafure, fet apart 
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for the purpofed of chicanery or fuperAi* 
tion, withdrawn from the public ftock of 
currency 9 never to return again it) to circu* 
lation, unlefs by vicdence or chance. 

a. A profufeexpence to purchafe popularity^ 
in retaining a number of licentious Brah^ 
mins, vagrant Fakeers^ and ufetefs depen* 
dants ; or a vifible or concealed train of 
ibldiersy for the certain unequivocal pur- 
pofc of fubverting that government which 
bath thus railed and nurtured the native 
ierpent of rebellion in its bofom. 

3» Or laftly, a dangerous fuperfluity which^ 
if neglefted, through ignorance or defign, 
to be drawn by authorized taxation into thd 
public coffers of the fcate, will . moft af- 
liuredly become a prey to minifterial agency^ 
either in the way of private exa£tion^ or 
in purchafing remiffions, privileges, and 
power, diredtly or indirefikJy by corrupt in- 
fluence, not other wife to be guartded againft 
even in the golden age of the moft virtuous 
focieties, than by leffeningor removing th© 
evil of temptation. 
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CHAP. xm. 

A eonctfe MJiraSl of the Revenues, and froth 
dulent Alienations^ in Bengal, at the Mo' 
ment of the Acquijition of the Dcwanace 
in iy6s*. 

MaLGOOZART Tehjel Kool, or net 
collections levied from Zemindarsy Scc.f 
farmers of royal rents, by immediate of- 
ficers of Government or mercantile favou- 
rites, in Bengal, on the acquifition of De* 
wanny in 1 765, including the manufactured 
produce of fait lands, eftimated at a medi- 
um of the yearly fales ; the whole to ferve 
as a regular ftandard of comparifon to rate 
the clear annual receipts of the public Ex- 
chequer, paiTed under the fame heads of 
account, at fpecified various periods, from 
that time forward to nth April 1 784. 

• ExtraSed from Mr. Grant*s Analyfis of the Re- 
venues of B^n^al, fecond period, entitled Jioai Sou* 
tadarj* 
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1. Ceded lands J Malgoozary^ of the three 
diftriifts, Burdwauy Calcutta^ Chittagong^ 
clear of all charges^ as improved from 
1760, when acquired, to 1765, under the * 

Company • - . S^^S^S^S 

2. Dewannyy comprehend- 
ing the remaining territory of 
the Soubahj^ under 26 heads of 
Mahl and one of Saifj as rated 
from 1763 to 1765, or fub- 
fequently realized by Govern- 
ment . - - - a, 42, 86097 

3. Salt lands of Noondcep^ . 
feparated from two former di- 
vifions of territory, in the 
proportion of one third ceded, 
and two thirds Dewanny^ ac- 
cording to the produce of the 
whole, from the annual fale, 

2 8 lacks maunds of falt,brought 
to credit of Government un- 
der the fingle head Baky^ Keff- 
yety Feroojhy Nemuckj after 
1780 - - - - 16,60,000 



Total net real and eftima- 
ted Malgoozary afleffment of 
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the whole Soubah^ as levied 
by the immediate officers of 
Government at the moment 

of the acquifition of the De^ 

wannymi'jS^ - - - 391802612 

This film is exclufive of 
the following countries, and 
rental recently incorporated 
in the general ftatements of 
Bengal, now fingly under con* 
fideration. 

1 • Midnapore ceded diftrid^ 
of Orijfay rated 1765 - - '7 l^^ks 

2. BaghelpQory containing 
the province Mongeer 8270 
fquare miles, difmembered 
from Babar fince 1773, and 
annexed with large unprofi- 
table countries of •Ramgur 
and Palamow^ fingle territo- 
ry, &c» at a rental •* - 5 lacks 

3. Soubab Babarj remain- 
ing feven GrearSj exclufive 
of Jageers^ five lacks and 

charges - - - 62 J lacks 

4. Sair duties of Panebout^ 
rah and Budrucka colle^ed in 
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Patna fince 1773, introduced 
among receipts of the Board 
Calcutta - - - 2i lacks 



mmm^^^bm^^ 



Total Malgoozary of Soubah 
Bahar - - - *• 70 lacks 
Making, with Bengal^ a territory yielding; 
4 crores 2 lacks ficca rupees^ if the com- 
parifon was drawn for all the three pro* 
vinces as ufually exhibited in the Bundidmft^ 

Having thus ilated the net unappro- 
priated revenue of Bengal to have bee^ ^ 
crores 1 8 lacks, the next progreiHve flep 
is to afcertain what hath been alienated in 
prejudice to the fovereign right, on pre- 
tence of defraying expence of CoUe^lton and 
fupporting the dignity and the authority of 
internal government,* clafled under the 
head of appropriated territorial refowrdes^ 
though they are the charges denominated 
MofuJJil Zemihdary^ or ordinary eftatblifh- 
ment of interior management, diftindl 
from the civil and military difburfements in- 
troduced, and folely incident to the Britifh 
Government General, t(ermed more cor- 
reftly, Sudder or extraordinary; 
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On the Mofuflil Zcmmdary. 

It is inconteftible that a fufflcient fum 
was made Khartjey or fet apart from the 
Khalfa and Jageer portions, for the pur- 
pofe of defraying the financial charges. 
We fhall diftinguifh each of thefe charges. 

I. Tehjil Siringamyy or colleftions on ac- 
count of charges : thefe proceeded entireljr 
from the Khalfa portion of the country, 
and colle£):ed by jiboabs^ or as an addition 
to the j^uJU Jumma In 1 783-4 ; the clear 
Malgoo%ary Jummahundy fettled In behalf 
of Government continuing almoft precifely 
at the fame reduced original flandard of one 
crore 92 lacks, left for the Tejhel Seririgamy ^ 
Rafter accumulation' of Dewanny courts 
and Sebtmdy^ &c.) 64 lacks of rupees. 

N. B. In this calculation the charges of 
n^ianufaAurlng fait and coUedion of the 
cuiloms, forming together 24! lacks, zaA 
always deduced from the grofs receipts of 
both in the abflradl annual rent-rolls, is fet 
againil the falaries a|id allowances of about 
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140 gentlemen, fervants of the Company, 
employed in all the branches of the reve- 
nue department, and whofe eftablifhment 
being extraneous to the Moghul fyftem; 
ihould form no article in a fair comparative 
view of the finances of Bengal prior to the 
Dewanny^ unlefs one feventh of the amount, 
or 3 1 lacks, (hall be Aated, being the inade- 
quate allowance of 44 of thefe gentlemen 
in fifteen colleftorfliips, who have not a 
ihadow of that power heretofore annexed 
to a greater number : Fougedary and Zelah* 
darry Mujjulman refidencies diftributed in 
like manner formerly through the country, 
with fuller efFeft in executing the duties 
of their ftation *. 

• CoUcSors at prefent, by the new fyftem, have 
extended, but inconfiftent, duties ; as coUeSor he has ju- 
rifdidioo in A/^7^/ caufes ; he has hW/jurifdiftion in 
all caufes of property, under the name of judge of the 
Dewanny adaulet ; he has criminal jurifdi£tion in petty 
offences, and, I fuppofe, he is to be juftice of the 
peace; all thefe are extra duties of the coUeftors of the 
revenue: they are calculated for the purpofes of re- 
venue more than for the purpofes of fubftantial juftice. 
In Mahl or revenue caufes the Board of Revenue is the 
court of appeals : other checks are kfs obvious. 



L 
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Thefe 64 lacks muft have excited in fur* 
plus of the Bundobuft Tejhkhees of CoJ/im 
Ali^ and of the diminished Jummabundy of 
the following year ; for not an individual 
is employed, nor an article of incidental 
expence now incurred, excepting the mo- 
derate falaries to indifpenfableBriti(h agents, 
that was not chargeable to government in 
the moft economical periods of Moghul to- 
vereignty, and therefore though the unap- 
propriated and appropriated public fupplies 
of the prefent time fall ftiort infinitely of 
their moft ancient ftandard, the defalcation 
is to be entirely placed to account of the 
unappropriated refources, involved in the 
firft reduced fettlement, at the acquifition 
of the Dewanfty. 

This has been authenticated in other 
parts of this analyfis ; and alfo in Mr. Fran^ 
cfY plan of fettlement, page 90 : the Reyuts* 
account of rent in the Zemindary regifter, 
there adduced as a proof of the burthen 
impofed on the country, may here apply 
to (hew the exadlions of Zemindars op- 
preffive to peafantry, to be alfo unjuft to 
the fovereign, 

T 
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Other examples occur in the ceded dif* 
tri£ts, Burdwauj Calcutta^ Chittagong. 

2. Kharije Jummaj or rental of lands 

# • 

alienated prior to the laft corredled Atifil 
Toomary of Jaffier Khatiy as an ample main- 
tenance of inferior native officers employed 
in coUeftions, and for the charitable fup- 
port of Brahmins J with the religious efta- 
blifliment of HinJoos^ which have been fb 
fraudulently abufed by the negledl of Go- 
vernment, that if not refumed, and abfb- 
lutely limited, muft, in the end, abforb 
the moft productive territorial funds of the 
ftate. 



Lands thus alienated are diftinguifhed in- 
to Choker an and Bauzee Zemeen. 



I • Chakeran. Territorial affignment for 
fubordinate feryants of all denominations 
and ranks in the Soubah^ viz. Nancar and 
Khanchbarry^ to the whole or the greater 
part of Zemindarmj Canongiian^ Mokudde- 
man^ Putwarean, Pickan^ MoUmgcany 
Rakberan^ forming together £50,000 indi- 
viduals, Muflulmen afid Hindoos, em- 
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ployed in the department of the finance* 
In all parts of Hindoftau thefe feveral 
clafles, excepting Zemindars and Molun^ 
guSf which are peculiar to Bengal and 
Orijfa^ were paid generally by a Ruf- 
foom commifiion, or per-centage, on the 
amount of their coUedions, either in mo- 
ney or kind, or they received a Mojhatreb 
or monthly allowance, in the nature of wa- 
ges, for fervices performed ; but in Bengal 
ample provifion has been made in free land, 
entirely feparated from, and ftruck out of, 
the original rent roll, probably from the 
time of the Afgean Kings, whofe regula- 
tions in this refpeft were adopted by the 
Moghul government. 

The Aumeens in 1777, in the parts to 
which they were deputed, (fcarcetwo thirds 
of the area of the Soubah^ inclufive of Burd- 
wan^) afcertained lof lacks Begas to be 
appropriated, rent free, to the Chakeran^ 
exclufive of Nancar^ Zemindaren^ and Put- 
nvarean^ not afcertained ; but thefe alone, at 
only If rupee per Bega^ amount to 15I 
lacks* 



T % 



[ i7« ) 

2ii The BaiJtnie ZeHUm^ oir certain lands 
fet apart for various tifes, comprehends th* 
gireater portion of ftauduleflt alienations* 

The Muflulmen, fo far from tolerating^ 
taxed idolatry ; atld even in Akhar^^ mild 
governiiient charity lands Were a fefcret in*» 
dulgence ; but whatever were the periods^ 
or /extent of thefe alienations^ according 
to the conftitution of India, they are ntill 
ahd void, and refumaWe ; the amoutit 
in the above-mentioned limited furvey of 
Aumeens in 1777, ^roo^i^ted to 45 1 lacks df 
Begasy valued at 67I lacks. 

The aggregate of the Chakeran and ^^w^ 
zee Zemeen of the Kharije yumma appears- 
55i lacks, and fhbuld yield a net rental rur 
pees 83! lacks. 

But 30, 1 48 fquare miles were not in*- 
eluded in the Aumeen inveftigation, they 
on the fame proportion vrould contain i&| 
lacks of JB^^tf J, value rupees 27I lacks^ 

Alfo the Nancar to Zemindars was omittec^ 
which alfo, calculated at 7! per cent, on 
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the Ai0 Jumma ^twnary^ will make "j 
Usks oiBiga rupees^ lof lacks. 

l^crefore, fuppoiiiig d^ total of the 
Kbarije Jmnms to be 81} lacks of Begas^ 
it yields 131I lacks of rupees^ This may 
be verified by another calculation, by pro* 
portioning the better-known alienations of 
the ceded territory to thofe of the whole 
Soubab. 

The diftrlds of Burdwarij Calcutta^ 
Chittagong^ forming a ninth of Bengal, 
after various fcrutiniesy being found to con- 
tain in Chakeran and Bow%ee Zemeen Begas 
I9 1 768989 the proportionate refult for the 
entire country would be at lead one crore 
of Begas^ producing yearly i i crore (icca 
rupees. 

In like manner the aniount of the two 
general heads, T^ehfil Seringamy and Kharije 
Jumma, being rents or lands fraudulently 
alienated, (hew the appropriated refources 
to be f crore 85 lacks rupees, which added 
to the net Malgoozary revenue, dated before 
ca the acquiiiuoo c^ the Diwamny, makes 
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the total Kham Wofoolj or grofs receipt, an- 
nually raifed on the people, to be 5 crores 
3 lacks (icca rupees ; and when the grofs 
rental of Bahar^ with the Chucklah of Mid- 
napore in Orifla, are added to the account, 
the fum will not fall fhort of 6 crores 30 
lacks. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Dedudlionfrom accurate Invejltgation. 

W E may now «exhibit a (ketch of what 
might, with probability of general benefit, 
be incurred on account of MofuJJU Zemin'- 
dary charges of coUeftion of every denomi- 
nation, of police for the prefervation of the 
public peace, by an adequate militia, and 
of the moft ample Brahminical eftablifli- 
ment, whether avowed ,or fecret, for the 
purpofes of the religion of the natives. 
Suppofe the Soubab compofed of 400 Eah- 
teman or Z^/w/W^ry jurifdidions, inclufive 
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of 1 ,600 Purgunnabs^ having each a Canon- 
g^e^ and with an equal number of Putwarees^ 
25,000 villages^ containing each 60 houfes, 
of rather left than feven perfons, to make 
the affumed population of ten millions of 
fouls fcattered through its territories, in all 
its dimenfions of 91,000 fquare Britifh 
miles, of which 72,000 produftive ; then 
the three orders of ibperior native officers, 
neceflary, as above ftated, for the internal 
management of the finances, would be en- 
titled to 14I per cent, on the grofs receipts ; 
—28,000 Berkandazes and Subundy troops 
chiefly in the frontier diftri£ts, with a fub- 
fiftance to each of 1 2 Begas in free land, 

. afligned over at the moderate value of one- 
rupee per jB^^^ ; — 50,000 pikes, forming 
a relief of ftationary village Peons, every 
where indifpenTably neceflary, and main- 
tained on an allotment of la Begas of 

• ground to each individual — 45,000 M?- 
lungees^ being the prefumed original num- 
ber of fait manufacturers, poflefling for 
their fupport 4 Begas individually, befides 
a rupee per Men/em in rice, or money for 
their half year's labour, with a furplus of 
2 J lacks of rupees ^ jr Pool and Bberybandy 
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Bawzee Khurch^ will make the total Mo» 
fuffil Zemindary expences {t% probably fet- 
tled in 1 722) rather more than 25 per cent., 
or 36 lackS) on the rent-roll of that period ; 
being the jiuffil Jumma ^oomary of Jaffier 
Khan. 

And if under Baxvzee Zetneen we allow 
20 Begas of the richeft land to be fet apart 
for the religious maintenance of each Brab- 
min^ admitting two to each village, con* 
fequently a legion of 50,000 for the whole 
country, the whole unappropriated funds 
for necefTary difburfements will be 46 lacks 
iicca rupees. 

Though the eoUedion of Stntbahdary 
Abo(Jf5 fince eftabliflied on the original af-* 
feffment cannot be attended with extraor- 
dinary charge, while levied rateably by the 
Zemindary jurifdiftions, yet, in fa£t, near 
3f per cent, additional hath been incurred 
under the head Mufcooratj on account of 
thofe newly-accumulated impofts, or of 
more extenfive agency; to which being 
added one third of expenditure for a like 
increafe in the quantity of iait manufa&ured 
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and annually confumedt together with 4i 
lacks more to anfwer all farther contingent 
cies, the total of charges will be 56 lacks^ 
leaving a clear revenue to the fovereign 
from the SoiAab intire of 4 crores 47 lacks : 
•«-thuSy fuppofing a Zemndary deficiency 
of I crore 29 lacks from the net Ma/goo* 
zary of 117I9 befides a i^rther reduction 
of I crore 26 lacks, on that fettlement, in 
1172^ including together a pofitive unac* 
countable refumable yearly defalcation of 
at leaft 2 crores rupees. 

DeduSfion from Hypothejts. 

If I offered a calculation on hypothefit 
I fhould go farther, and a£Gign to Bengd 
an area of 90,000 Britiih fquare miles, of 
which tmc fifth hilly, jungly, barren; .one 
fifth moflly unproduidive, laying under 
water, towns, highways, woods, and plea- 
furable wailes ; two fifths rich common 
paflurage, with plantations altogether ex- 
empted from taxation ; and the remainder 
mi fifth alone in cultivation, liable to the 
rents of territorial proprietory government 
2X the efbhliflied rate of the Kebba^ or one 
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feuith of the grofs produce of 18,000 
fijuare miles, each of 1 936 Begas^ which^ 
at a medium of the value of the 24 per* 
gunnahs, i f rupees per Bega^ ihould yield, 
exclufive of fait profit^, but including the 
foregoing co]le<^ion for charges, a revenue 
of 5 crores 22 lacks 72000 ficca rupees. 

General ReJleSiions on the relative Circum- 
Jlances of Great Britain and Britifti India. 

Inftead of appearing to me extraordinary, 
I ihould rather be furprifed at fb fmali a 
revenue, when Great Britain^ not fo popu- 
lous in the fame extent, inclufive of land 
tax, yields a rental of 20 millions, fup- 
pofed to be only one fourth realized by the 
tenantry, which is nearly four times the 
above eftimated foveteign*s revenue of 
Bengal : but the relative wealth of nations 
depends on the wants of people and the 
furplus produce of their labour beyond in- 
ternal confumption for foreign fale. 

An Hindoo who at the end of the year 
can fave two rupees from the proceeds of 
his induilry, rated at 100 in the market. 



[ 283 ] 

IS richer than an Efiglijhman who, after in- 
curring two ihillings a day for pergonal 
expence, ihould be abte to lay by a profit 
of two guineas from his whole eftimated 
labour of loo. 

Befides this, where foil is fertile, indo- 
lence increafes ; and in Bengal indolence is 
increafed by climate and religion ; two 
fifths being pafturage untaxed, though it 
brings nothing to the ilate, gives much to 
the people and workmen, being confined 
by Cafi or T^rlbe to particular profeflions, 
are mere journeymen, without capital, and 
depending annually for advances^ which 
muft be in proportion to the extra demand, 
combine to make the refburces for a fund 
of opulence, comparatively fmall to thofe 
of the weftern hemifphere. 

The confideration of the drains of fpecie 
is alarming to many ; but when we know 
that for twenty -five years fucceflively a 
crore went to Delhi which never returned 
but circuitoufly by commerce ; and al- 
though the Reports of 1773 ftate 5 crores 
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being exported from 1757 to 1763, yet the 
influx in that period was a crore of fpecie* 

Among the moft ferious miftakes of 
European philofophers and ftatefmen are, 
I ft. Such as occur in confidering the na- 
ture, extent, and influence of the trade of 
Bengal rcfpefiivcly to the internal prof- 
perity of the country, or its foreign int?-' 
refts fubfcrvient to the views of the pro^ 
tefking power of Britain -^^zd, A fuppofi- 
tion of the exiftancc of a great comparative 
ilock of labour applicable to agriculture or 
manufedunes, requiring a proportionate 
quantity of circulating fpecie, in addition 
to the large capital neceflary for annual 
reprodu^lbu, and capable of condderabb 
incrcaic by accumulation of profit ^-r- 3d, 
The condemnation of the Company's prer 
fent mercantile fyftcm as ruinous in draw- 
ing any, or fo large a portion of furplus 
manufaSured produce^ inftead of the ancient 
^xtzMtx pecuniary tribute. 

!• The commerce of Bengal is of the 
iimpleft kind; the hufbandmen, to make 
good a moderate demand for cultivated 
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lands, carry the furplus to markeCi where 
it is diflributed on two branches of inland 
trade; the one fufnifliing the neceifaries of 
life to the rich, the other affording the 
raw materials for that part of the inhabit 
tants who are manu^&urers. 

The total pecuniary valuation of this 
commerce has varied in its antrient ftandard 
from three great events ; the difcovery of 
American mines ; the pailageof the Cape of 
Good Hope; and the diilblution of the 
Muflulman empire of Bejapoor. The ut- 
moft we can allow, from a verification ixovd 
five years medium, ending 1785, of the 
Cuftom-houfe rated coUeftion for the grofs 
trade of the Soubah^ does not exceed 6| 
crores (icca rupees, which, after its two- 
fold diftribution internally, may be fub- 
divided into, 

1. Articles of prime ne^ 
ceffity; rice, grain, &c., oil 
carried to inland market for 
home confumption, about 

one twentieth exported - - 2 crores 

2. Articles of fecond ne- 
ceffity; fait, beetle, fugar. 
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fpirit8, iron, chinam, hemp, 
lack, paper, all for internal 
confumption, except i fifth 
exported in fait, opium, in- 
digo, and faltpetre - - i C. 20 lacks 

3. Articles of luxury; 
raw filk, cotton, filk manu- 
fadlured, including price of 
raw materials and labour, 
2 thirds for exportation to 
Europe, i crore 60 lacks, 
and 60 lacks to gulph,coa{ls, 
and iflands, in Indian feas ; 
leaving for home confump- 
tion I crore 10 lacks - - 3 C. 30 lacks 



« 
The influence of fuch commerce in fe- 

curing, with poUtical certainty, internal 

profperity, as well as the liberal foreign 

protedion of Great Britain, will appear 

Left after the following obfervations on the 

next heads. 

2. The fuppofition of a great compara- 
tive flock of labour in agriculture and ma* 



iiufadlures^ requiring a proportionate quan- 
tity of circulating fpecie. 

Take the land in tillage in the courfe of 
the year, thirty-five millions fmalleft Re^ 
yutty BegaSj of which one third only, on a 
ntiedium, is in culture in either of the three 
feafons, Khereef^ Rubbi^ Bbadovy-^vft muft 
reckon for every twenty-five Begas one la- 
bouring farmer with a family of five per- 
fons, of all ages and fizes, will make the 
aggregate peafantry, including manufac- 
turers, 8,400,000 in the total of ten mil- 
lions of fouls. The total produce, eftima- 
ted at 6 rupees per Bega^ will amount to 
20 crores rupees, being beyond the qua- 
druple of the largeft affigned rental to Go- 
vernment ; to this add 3 crores for work 
of manufafturers, with rearers of filk 
worms, the total value of the induflry of 
the country is no more than 24 crores of 
rupees for all the objedts of fubfiftence, 
revenue, and commerce. 

The quantity of fpecie required, is for 
the purpofes of commerce, the manufac- 
turer and hufbandman having little ufe of 
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pecuniary circulation : the amount of 
this commerce, as above ftated, 6f crores, 
and of this, near 5} crores, exclufive of the 
amount of fair zvA fait revenue, ihould be 
received yearly into the public exchequer, 
but is not (b long withheld, nor does it 
depend wholly on the three local fubdivi- 
(ions of the Fufillee or harveft feafon, for 
the receipts come in by monthly inftall- 
ments, to re-iffue by the monthly difburfe- 
ments of Government ; and the Exche- 
quer receipts, thus abforbing five iixths of 
the furplus produ^ of the foil, we may 
fafely conclude that the circulating capital 
in fpecic is made to perform at leaft three 
revolutions annually, and that the fum 
aftually required for current ufe, probably 
never exceeded 2 crores 20 lacks, or about 
one third of the whole value of exchange- 
able commodities fold in the courfe of the 
year. 

When Cofjim Alt re-coined annually, the 
amount, eftimated by the duty of % per cent, 
paid, appears not to have exceeded i\ crore. 

If the circulating wealth be thus limited^ 
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how much more fb will the profitable ca* 
pical of annual reprodudion be. 

Cattle being fed gratuitoufly, ten yoke 
of oxen, fufficient for the threefold culti- 
vation of. I GO Begas of land, may be pur- 
chafed throughout Bengal for 40 rupees, one 
fifth more of that fum will provide ploughs, 
&c. The feed is faved from annual produce, 
and for the whole country does not exceed 
20 lacks ; fuppofc 1 4 crores to be the ag- 
gregate wages of labour for the year, at 
J 7 to 18 rupees, to each individual of all 
ages, furniflicd by 35,000 Mokeedeman 
ReyutSj or chiefs of inferior Reyuts; yet 
as this fum is paid in provifion daily, or 
proportionate to the return of the triple an- 
nual harvefl:, by monthly inftallments, fb 
the amount in advance never can exceed 
one twelfth of tiie total in money or kind, 
we are certainly within bounds in eftima- 
ting the whole ftock employed, or necef- 
fary in agriculture, at lefs than i| crore 
rupees, in the outlay of which the farmers 
are more than amply repaid by the profits 
of free pafturage. 



u 
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In manufadures the capital ncceflary, 
and ufually employing the whole induftry 
fpared from agriculture, will be found lefs 
in proportion than what hath been ailigned 
to the greater divifion of agricultural la- 
bour; all the raw filk produced in the 
country, and chiefly for foreign exporta- 
tion, may be valued, prime coft, at 50 
lacks, but of this fum fcarcely one thirtieth 
part can be laid out in the purchafe of Co- 
coons^ or rude material in its original mer- 
cable ftate, and being advanced at dif- 
ferent times of the year, according to the 
fucceffive Buns^ or crops, varying in num- 
ber from three to fix of the mulberry and 
product of the worm, the amount re- 
quired in any given period becomes ex- 
tremely fmall, and will probably be re- 
turned in fale to the firft dealer, before his 
ftock can be employed in a fecond opera- 
tion. Again, the labour rf winders, con- 
flituting the remainder of the price, is 
only paid in monthly wages, and, for the 
moft part, turned to profit in courfe of the 
fame (hort interval, while all the offices 
and implements of work required through- 
out Bengal for this particular occupation. 
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esEolufive of the Company's fa^tories^ with 
more recent filature buildings, cannot ex-* 
oced a lack : fo that, perhaps, the trading 
ilock Qonftantly employed in the whole of 
this fpecies of manufadure, until it falls 
into the hands of the great foreign ex- 
porter, who is often in advance for the 
whole yearly produce, may reaibnably be 
eftimated under ten lacks of rupees. 

4 

1 

In like manner in all the Copafs^ Kerp 
or Kcrpas^ being the Hindooy^ Bengalee^ 
Sbanfcrit^ and Arabic terms uied indifcri- 
minately for cotton in its rudeft flate, with 
feed of native growth, in two unequal 
yearly harvefts, may be four lacks of 
Mounds ; whiph, when cleanfed and dref- 
ied for iale, after lofing three fourths of 
ins original grofs weight, will ftill fetch at 
the iirft market, under the changed deno- 
mination, of Ray 9 Pomba^ and the Arabic 
Keten^ about i % lacks of rupees ; and to 
this may be added fix, or a third more, for 
the value of what is annually imported 
Irom Surat, but chiefly from Minapore^ 
in the Zemindary of Btnares ; requiring to* 
gether a capital of eighteen lacks for the 

u % 
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full purchafe of rude materials ufed in all 
the valuable cloth manufadures of Bengal, 
whether for home confumptioa or foreign 
exportation : the quantity of cotton thus 
employed is, however, always bought by, 
or delivered out in infinite detail to, the 
Kettenees^ or fpinners, and generally in pro- 
portion to their monthly work, which is at 
once fo laborious and cheap, when under 
circumftances of the moft perfefl freedom 
from all reftraints of the fovereign, the 
merchant, or any of their proper agents, 
that though the price of fine thread fpun, 
after lofing a third more of its weight in 
farther refinement, is enhanced to fixtcen 
times the value of the raw material, yet, 
and it is a very remarkable, faft- founded 
on the moft experienced credible informa- 
tion, this labour fcarcely yields a fub- 
fiftence of 9 Arinas^ or about eighteen peace 
fermenfemy being no more than three far- 
things a day to each individual, of a corps 
of induftrlous poor, perhaps eight hundred 
thoufand in all, whofe work the world be- 
fides could not fupply ; a faft, indeed, 
which might appear altogether wonderful, 
if it were. not at the fame, time obferved. 



■^ ■^" 
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that the greater part of this body of peoples 
IS compofed of women belonging to the 
families of the hufbandmen or manufa£);u^ 
rers, and who could not otherwife be more 
ufefuUy eniployed, at lead during the hot 
and rainy feafons of the year. However 
this may be, fuppofing the number of 
weavers, whether mafters or journeymen, 
throughout the country to be three hun- 
dred thou&nd, employed in working up 
annually three millions of pieces of cloth, 
worth, at prime coft, two crore and eighty 
lacks of rupees, including about 15 lacks 
for the value of iilk piece goods, yet as 
the amount of thread is not above half the 
price of the finiflied manufafture, and that 
the capital laid out in the purchafeof fuch 
materials feldom or never can equal the 
confumption of two months labour, fo the 
whole productive ftock at any time requi- 
red, or actually in ufe, for completing all 
thoie beautiful fabrics, fo much the objedt 
of our admiration, after allowing a loom 
of fix rupees to be renewed once in twenty 
years for every workman, will not exceed 
25 lacks of rupees, being rather lefs than 
the eleventh part of the full advances mad^ 
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br the gr"' i>»erior or foreign exf«ti.g 
merchant. On the whole we may ven*. 
ture to ilate, as inconteftable, that the ut- 
moft grofs capital of every kind employed^ 
poilible to be foj under prefent local cir« 
cumflances, with the limited demand from 
abroad, in a yearly reprodudion, valued 
at 24 crores of rupees, to anfwcr the rent, 
profits, or ftock, and wages of labour in 
all the various branches of agriculture, 
manufaAures, internal commerce, falls 
rather ihort of one fixth of the amount 
produced, or four crores of rupees, of 
which two thirds may and fhould conftantly 
be, in fome fhape or other, at the Jble out- 
lay or rifque of the Englifh Eaft-India 
Company, as fovereign agent or merchant, 
to fet in motion a proportionate (hare of all 
the induftry of the country, thus deftined 
to feed fo many millions, perhaps, of the 
pooreft relatively, though independantly 
the richeft, moft ufeful, civilized, inofien- 
five, peaceable body of fubjedts now exift* 
ing on the face of the earth. 

Thirdly and laftly, the moft dangerous 
prevalent error is that Which reprefents 
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tbe Cott^Any's mercantlLe ijrftem as ruinous 
ia exporting any, or {b large a portion of 
the furplus produce of their territorial ac- 
qttifitions in India, without , receiving the 
ufual or adequate returns in fpecie or other 
exchangeable merchandize : but furely thofe 
who have adopted this miftake were uniu* 
fanned oi^ or did not avert to, three prin* 
cipal, localy or experienced, analogous 
fa^, which feem irrefiftibly and decifively 
to determine all the merits of the queflion : 

I ft. That tbe Moghul Emperors, for- 
merly pofleflbrs of Hindoftan, when its 
profperity was fuppofed* to be greateft, 
drew an annual revenue from Bengal of at 
lead one crore of licca rupees in money, 
which never again returned into the circu- 
lation of the country, unlefs through the 
operations of commerce, ftill exifting pof- 
iibly on a larger icale, and in a different 
channel ; and that the prefent reprefenta- 
tive fovereigns, now intitled at leaft to the 
fame neat landed income, give up the claim 
of pecuniary tribute, becaufe the importa- 
tion of ipecie has ceafed inafmach as they 
were themfelves before inftrumental to its 



[ *96 ] 

influx, and are henceforth contented to re- 
ceive the regal duties, in revolving manu- 
fa^lured produftion of the people's labour; 
in fupport of which they are become 
highly interefted, locally, in behalf of the 
poor native inhabitants, and nationally^ 
on account of the great important advan- 
tages derived from this chief provincial do- 
main of the Britifh empire in India. 

idly. That the people of this country, 
generally, never had, or can have, the 
fmalleft occafion for any foreign importa- 
tion of goods, the neceflkries or fuperflui- 
ties of life, raw or wrought up, excepting 
perhaps a third of the cotton ufed in home 
manufaftures, and which hath of late 
years neceflarily been furhiflied from abroad 
on account of the fudden increafed demand 
from Europe, together with Hindooftany 
indolence, requiring the fpur of heavy ex- 
a<Sions, to turn the attention of the pea- 
fantry from the exclufive enlarged private 
gain of graziers, to the narrowed more 
public benefits of agriculture ; and that the 
woollens, lead, copper, warlike ftores, ar- 
ticles of provifion, &c. annually brought 
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from the other- parts of the world, are 
iblely to fupply the confumption of fo- 
reigners, luxurious Muflulman natives, or 
ambitious neighbouring rulers, defirous of 
introducing among their foldiery the cloath- 
ing, arms, and accoutrements, with fuch* 
like outward appendages of that military 
difcipline which, in latter times, hath fo 
powerfully fuftained the fhock of unre- 
ftrained tyrannic defpotifm, in its wild, 
ungovernable career, returning to firfl 
principles of barbarous anarchy. 

And, 3dly, That the united proprietory 
reprefentative fovereignty of the lands of 
Bengal IS virtually, in right, poffeffion, 
faft, and relative circumftances, but on a 
large imperial fcale, almoft precifely what 
private individual territorial property was in 
ibme provinces of North America, and what 
ftiU continues to be univerfally through- 
out the JV^eJi'India IJlands^ with refpeft to 
•local or more extenfive national interefts of 
the high, ruling, protefting ftate of Bri- 
tain, and differing only in the defcriptive 
terms of conquered and colonized depen- 
dencies, the former laboured by freemen^ 
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the latter by Javes ; and though at be no^ 
tarioufly kaown^ that the yearly produce^ 
rude and manu^dured, of the Weft In* 
dies has been exported for a century paft 
to the mother country^ and th^re coufumedy 
for the moil part, without any adequate 
returns having been made, either in fpecict 
or exchangeable merchandize, yet it never 
entered into the mind of man to (ay, or 
fuppofe^ that this commerce was ruinous 
to our infular poflefCons ; but rather, ca 
the contrary, beneficial in proportion to its 
extent ; and that if France or Spain hath 
preferved more entire, or turned to better 
account, territorial acquisitions in the iamc 
quarter of the world, it is chiefly to be 
afcribed to the genius of a government 
which unites every idea of right, donunion, 
and national wealth under the iimple power 
of defpotifm, which is ever found moft 
efficient in maintaining with promptenergy, 
a diftaut control, and drawing forth the 
induftry of foreign enervated fubjedks, 
neceflarily ruled by vice royal or other de-* 
legated adminiflration. 

It would be unfair, then, to fix on odiers 
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a conclufion which we muft deem grofsly 
erroneous, without knowing whether they 
do, or can, proceed on the fanae grounds 
of £b& as influence our own opinions ; and 
therefore, without farther anticipation of 
what might be faid on the fubjed, we fhall 
content ourielves for the prefent in dating 
fimpljr to what the amount of the exports 
in (jueftion are or (hould be made from 
Bengal in lieu of tribute, ^ without any 
propoxtionable importation in return,, and 
how far they appear beneficial to the £a* 
gH(h^ exclufive of all concomitant pcdicical 
advantages from the pofleilion of fucfa ati 
extenfive empire in the midft of the efta«* 
bliihments of other rival European ftates ; 
by confidering thefe exports merely as a 
branch of the public revenue, involved 
neceffiirily in two operations of comoaerce, 
the one diredt from India, the other indi- 
reft by the way of China. 

In refpedl: to the former, it appears 
(Appendix 24, Ninth Report Seledt Com- 
mittee of the Commons, 1783) on a me* 
dium of 4 years, ending in 1779, that the 
prime cofl of piece goods from Bengal 
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amounted annually to current rupees 49, 
32382, which, eftimated at the Company's 
then rate of exchange, being two (hillings 
per current rupee, make jC-493>238 fter- 
ling* 



National Income on that Capital under the 

Heads of Charges. 

Cuftoms paid to Government 

annually - - - iC*3^'>^9^ 

Freight, demorrage, and 5 per 

cent, warehoufe - - - 9^1774 
profits accruing to the Eaft- 

India Company - - - 104,520 

Now, fuppofing the inveftmcnt increaf- 
ed this year, as defired, to one crore of ficca 
rupees, giving up the privilege of export- 
ing raw filk to individuals, then the na- 
tional gains, nearly in the proportion of 
one and a third more, may be eflimated 
at ^.1,172,231, of which ^.700,000 for 
cuftoms to Government. 
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On the fame authority , and from a like 
yearly medium calculation of the trade of 
China, it appears that the prime coft of 
tea imported into England is ^^.244,4 13. 

The national Income on that Capital under 
the Heads of Charges. 

Cuftoms paid to Government 

annually - . - ^.218,862 

Freight, demorrage, and 5 per 

cent, warehoufe • - - ^93^9^7 

Profit to the £aft-India Com- 
pany ... 170,582 

CS^3^37^ 

Total grofs average lales 
in 1 779, after deduc- 
ing 6 J per cent, dif- 
count . - - - j^.827,784 

To which we apprehend may 
be farther added 

Revenue of cxcife on this 
amount annually on a mo* 
derate eflimate - - . - ^.400,000 
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Then, It is to be obferved, that of the 
capital required in fo beneficial a commerce, 
the fum of two* hundred thoufand pounds 
has been, or ought yearly to be, fupplied 
from the ' Prefidency of Fort William, as 
it may be done with the greateft facility, 
convenience, and advantage, without any 
exportation of fpecie, by remittances made 
to China, for fales of opium, through an 
cxclufiye company of private merchants, 
trading on their proper accounts to the 
eaflern coafls and iflands frpm Calcutta ; 
and that all the Bricifh income forthcoming 
from this reduced capital, calculated on 
the foregoing fcale of national profits, will 
not exceed ^^.804,6 79 yearly, of which 
only a third, or ^.^68,226, properly be- 
longs to the Soubah of Bengal, the refl be- 
ing furnifhed from Bahar. Yet, even this 
amount, being, with the clear produce of 
piece goods, a total annual public gain of 
more than one million four hundred thou- 
fand pounds flerling, of which nine hun- 
dred thoufand in cufloms or excife, being 
the intereft at 4 per cent, of twenty three 
millions of the national debt, make the 
commerce of Bengal, as derived from the 
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territorial revenues of our pofleffions there, 
an object of the firft national importance ; 
and we infift, and will maintain, that fuch, 
or even a more extenfive trade than is now 
carried on by the £aft-India Company, ia 
exports from thence without returns of ex- 
changeable merchandize, is fb far from be> 
ing deftruftive to the country, that the 
neceflary ilandard of finance, the eafe, 
welfare and profperity of the fociety at 
large, particularly the clafs of manufac- 
tures, abfblutely and almoft entirely de- 
pend on its continuance ; while fixty lacks 
of foreign remaining good, for exportation 
mufl be deemed a moft liberal, equitable 
allowance for all the other European Com- 
panys, or mercantile adventurers, efpe- 
cially to thofe who, after perpetrating a 
mofl atrocious murderous deed of rivalfhip, 
to be forgiven, not forgotten, by Britons, 
are flill fo jealous of fecuring exclufively 
the trade of their own eaflem poflefiions. 
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